Journal of the For the Botter Protection
HAWAII AUDUBON SOCIETY of Wildlife in Hawaii
Volume 10, Number 12 June 1950
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By Chester Fonnell

PART IV

Early the noxt morning, a sunrise, cqually as brilliant bubt ovon more full of
promisc than the sunset of the evening before, rouscd us from our warm, cozy slcop-
ing bags and drow us forth into the opon. There, some 100 miles to tho southoast,
for only a fow moments, Fuji=san raisod its symmobtrical, majostic conc in striking
silhouette above the mists that so often shroud its bascs Even as we gazed in
opon-mouthcd, silont worship the wraiths of fog slowly, mysteriously moved across
ond crasced it from viow. The spcll was broken and we hastencd back o tho hut to
tond to more mundanc affairs such as the filling of our gullets and moking roady for
the day's trok.

As we dosconded the opposite, barren, rocky slopc of Choga=tako, wo obscrved
another iwa=-hibari (M. China accombor) foarlessly perched on a large rock, head
thrown far back and pouring out his morning mclody in the finost of stylc. Truo,
the rofrain was rather woak and none too rwusical but what it lacked in power and
quality was cortainly compensated for by the cnthusiasm and spirit of delivery., A
little farther on my guide, who generally preceded me by some thirty or forty paces,
urgently motioned me to hurry. As I breathlessly caught up with him he pointed out
another ptarmigan calmly standing on & rock surrounded by =a clump of creeping pine,
eyeing us inquisitively and waiting for our next move. I at once went into action
and with both cameras held in readiness began to work my way cautiously btowards it.
This one, too, permitted a fairly close approach and for the next 20 minutes I bus-
ied myself grinding out film from every conceivable angle and trying to get as close
as possible, It refused to fly and kept at a respectable distance by just walking
along the rocks and creeping in and out among the dense mats of pine., It, also,
was a male, Obviously the hens were busy in seclusion with urgent family cares.

Swinhoe's willow warblers were common in the alders and pines all along the
trail between Otaki and JSnen but extremely difficult to catch sight of. Only by
their numerous calls was their presence known at all, It was a species wholly new
to me and only after quite some time was I convinced of their identity. Kobayashi
Keisuke had forewarned me of their presence in this area so that I was fully pre-
pared to find them here, but he had not informed me of their relative shyness and
timidby. ot once, during the whole trip, did I actually obtain a good view of one.

Just at the bottom of the heavily wooded saddle between ChS=ga-take and Jonen
we came across a group of four nutcrackers all flying back and forth from the top of
one fir spire to another and loudly "churr-ing." They appeared to be all of a single
family, possibly two adults and two nearly full grown young. Strangely enough, in
spite of the fact that this species is fairly common throughout the Japanese Alps,
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its nest has not yet been located., Dr. Oliver L., Austin, Jr., who is in charge of
the Wildlife Division of the Nabural Resources Section, GHQ, Tokyo, attributes this
lack of record to the possibility of their nesting very early in the spring of the
year when there is still too much snow for the average observer to overcome in order
to get into the nesting area. If two of the above four individuals which I observed
were nearly full grown immature birds, as I believe they were, the observation would
cortainly tend to confirm Dr, Austin's supposition. An added difficulty in locating
e nest is the thickly matted condition of the foliage and branches of the fir trees
at this elevation., In most cases, from a position on the ground, it would be im-
possible to make out the form of a nest through the tangle of boughs above,

Jonen-dake (10,500 feet in elewation and the fourth highest peak in Japan)
proved to be a much more stenuous climb than it appeared from a distance and it was
two otclock that afterncon before we reached the swmit. The large white=rumped
swifts flew swift, dizzying circles around us as we ascended the long, sharp south-
ern ridge and even here oh the summit conbinued to swish closely past our heads,
Yari=ga-talke, 11,600 feet, the Matterhorn of the Japanese Alps and the second high-
est peak in Japan (next to Fuji=-san), proudly lifted its steeple-like tower into
the lightly overcast sky far to the west and becloned us to come try its lofty
slopes. But we had beon foretold of the great amount of snow still surrounding its
sumit crest and unequipped with ice axe and crampons (I had returned those loaned
to me on Oku-Hotaka) as I was, it would have been folly to have made the attempt,

I now consoled myself with the thought that it was nice to leave at least one peak,
even though it were the highest, unvanquished this year so that I would have some-
thing to look forward to upon my return the following summer.

As drifting banks of gray fog rolled in from the southeast we turned and slowly
began t%s descent of the northern slope down to tho saddle on which rested the
Jonen Hutte and shelter for the night. The keeper of this hut and his family gladly
welcomed us and soon had us comfortably put up in a amall but cozy room dircctly off
the main living quarters. We had just nicely sottled down around tho opon fire for
a few cups of hot tea and our cigarcttoes whon down off the northern ridge the storm
broke about our heads., A hunan storm this time in the form of 150 Japanese school
boys ranging from ten to fourteon years of age. They had hiked in from the Tsuba-
kuro Hutte that morning and were to remain here for the night, returning to Naka-
busa Spa on the following morning. What a bedlam they did create! All the worse
for a cold rain and wind which had blown up shortly after their arrival and confined
then to the already crowded interior of the hut, Rain or no rain, as soon as my
guide and I had had a bite to eat, I scught the pocace and quiet of the outdoors and
wandored alone far out along an old abandoned trail through a dense forost of gnarled
firs to crouch in their protection till long after dark. Now I knew why this end of
the Alps was often roeforred to as tho "Ginza Route." (The Ginza is tho nost popu-
lar, most heavily crowded street in Tokyo, just in caso you haven't already heard
of its)

My guide and I arose shortly after daybreak the following morning in order %o
hit the trail well ahocad of the maddening mobs By the time we had attained the sum-
nit of Daitonjd another soupy nist had swept in and along with a strong, cold wind
and a light sleet made the going far from pleasant, dJust in the most opon, cold,
wind=-swept area wo had yet crosscd, wo found a hen raicho hovering over two approx-
imately day-old chicks. They were huddled up in the meager shelter of a clump of
creeping pino and quite naturally scemod very reluctant to bc disturbed. We tarried
to watch them but for a short time and continuod on into the tocth of the gplo, won-
dering at tho oxtreme hardihood of this species.
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Shortly before reaching the Tsubakuro Hutte, my guide pointed to some fresh,
cloven tracks in a bank of yellowish decomposed granite and muttered "Kemoshikal"
It was our only conbact with this species during the trip but even for that I was
happy, for it proved that an occasional individual actually did exist even in the
arcas most often frequonted by humans.

Vhile eating lunch at the Tsubakuro Hlitte, the keeper of the hut came in from
a visit to his snare line carrying a fine, large spocimoen of the Japancse hare.
We had scen many signs of this animal on the summit of Otaki and in places along
the more grassy sections of the trail, but this was my first opporbunity to examine
it in the hand. It was almost as large as the jack rabbit of the western states,
but had much shorter cars and lacked the whito patch under the tail, Otherwise,
the color was nearly the same as the familiar cottontail of the states -~ perhaps a
bit darker, in gencral,

During our rapid descent from Tsubakuro to Nakabusa Spa we again met troeps
of school children, this time all little girls in charge of a teacheor who stopped
from time to timo to oxplain certain flowers and troes to them as thoy wound their
way up the stoep path. A further sign that we were drawing close to civilization
and that my Alpine outing was almost over for another yoear.

We spent thet night in a luxurious hotol at the hot springs taking innumerable
hot baths, cating deliciously preparod Japanese food, washing it down with good
cold boer and saki and lounging around in our warm kimonoss Weo felt that we had
definitely carned this pleasure and mado the most of ite. Fiftocn morc miles sop-
arated us from Azumi=Oiwake and the train to lMatsumoto. Half-way along that route
tho following day, a splendid spocimon of tho "kuma-taka" (Boar hawk), actually
lnown as the Japanese hawk=cagle, left his perch on a dead pinc branch far up on
the south canyon wall and soarcd out high over our heads in onc last farowoll
gosturc. A grander, morc appropriatc symbol of the power and mojesty of tho Alps
is impossible to conceive, and we turned away strongthoncd and spiritually refroshed
full of the joy of Jjust boing olive,
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IN MEMORIAM

Qur good fricnd, Mark Korr, dicd suddenly on Saturday, April 29th, as hc was
proparing for a trip to his boloved out=of-doors. This was fitting, for few know
and love tho natural world as ho dide He had covered most of Oahu on foot, de~
lighting in its bosuby, studying tho plants and birds, sceking out tho rare native
flora, and the unl , ther sharing his ploasurc most gonorously with the rost of
use  Wc shal

mountain birs
U
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1 g him sorcly. and shall romembor him os we laow him best: on a
il; always cheorful, always roady to help in his unassuming way = %o
an, to lond a hand over & rough spot, o fall back with the woary
G urry aksad if that soomod beste It grioves us to think that he
will no longor be with us, bubt his gontle, kindly spirit will romain in our hearts
8
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Lanikai, Oahu: (The following is a portion of a letter written to the G. C. Munro's
by a Lanikal observer who prefers to remain anonymous) ... If only you could have
stood with me a little before sunset last night (March 8, 1950), on the edge of the
golf fairway! The green has reached perfoction; the day was lambent with the ap=
proach of night; the low hills with their barenssses, the nearby trees with thoir
touch of spring; enticing small sounds all around, made this a time apart from the
business and the mechanics of 1ivinge.s I sbarted out just to try to glimpse that
elusive bird with the finch-like song (much like the lazuli bunting) that I occasion-
2lly hear, I could not reach it but soon did reach the road that takes one to the
golf course, Tirst I passod the pool or pond from which I had been hoaring the
tattlers until 7 or 8 wooks ago. It is now thick with water plants and there were
no tottlers to bo soen. Next, I stopped by a less secluded pond which must have
beoon sprayed in tho mosquito compaign. It was scummed badly, but two tattlers rose
silently from the far odge.

I kopt on up the road, through the woodsy scction. I passed a large pond
without sceing any birds, but as soon as I had gone beyond the branch road that
loads to the form, I was startled by a large bird flying noisily up, and crossing
the road at a2 hoight of about 10 feob., When I saw "noisily" I moan moking a noisc
with the wings and in the brush, as woll as tho call. This call was similar in
quality to tho plovor's but decpor, richer, more protractcd--but just onc continu-
ous call, This was almost an cxact rcpoetition of what happencd ot tho samc spot
when I was walling down the road obout 7 or 8 wocks ago. At that timo I noticed
tho buff coloration on tho undersido, and that its sizo was considorably largoer
than the plover's. It gavo tho same sort of call I hoard yosterday, and I thought
that it might bo a curlow,

Then I sat on a log that day weelzs ago in order to watch the birds in the wide
piece of shallow water, I saw three kinds of birds: +the plover, which soon flew
off; the large group of smaller birds, ond two larger birds. On these larger birds
I made out a light tan streak on the heads as they stooped to feed. I considered
those larger birds might be curlew. I could not make out the shape of the bills as
the birds as they fed kept the beaks in close to the head, This time I thought I
saw that the bealk was curved,

This road that I was on is little used and reaches the edge of the course al-
most a quarter of a mile from another road to the north which is nearer the river,
This second road comes back towards the first at an angle and almost joins it. At
the spot from which the curlew (?) rose, I imagine the two roads may be about 100
yards apart. Both roads are elevated above the adjacent ground, which is covered
with algoroba, pluchea, and small undergrowth., I was surprised to discover quite
a stretch of standing water on the lower ground almost concealed by the thick
growth, I have wondered why a curlew, or any shore bird, should be in that thicket
(which was one reason to doubt it was a curlew), but the standing water, which looks
wide and of at least a foot deep, seems to show it as a possible fine sequestered
feeding place.

Honolulu, T.He: The first recorded observation of the bunting, Passerina leclan-
cheri, was made in April by an Audubon member, liiss Charlotta Hoskins, who saw a
group of about twelve of these birds in a Hau tres on Huelani Street, Manoa-uka.
This bird belongs to the Fringillidae, or family grouping of finchos, grosbeaks, and
sparrows, and to the subfamily of Cyznospiza (painted finches), and is a native of
southwestern Mexico., Passerina leclancheri has been imported and released on Oahu
by the Hui Manu on three different occasions--in the late summor of 1941, early in




77

1947 and again in 1949-1950,

In 1941, twenty pairs were released at the HSPA experiment station in Manoa
Valleys 1In 1947 twenty=-four pairs were roleased on the Wme L. Mitchell estate at
Kaneohe; tweclve pairs at the Dr, James R. Judd home, and the remaining pairs turned
loosa on Maliki Round Top and on Ferdinand Street. Twelve pairs wore brought into
Howaii in 1949 and reloased in Fobruary 1950 on Maunalani Heights after having been
caged at the Kapiolani Zoo for a short period of time.

The following description is quoted from Robort Ridgeway's Birds of North
America (Bulletin No, 50, Pt. I, (1901) US National Museum, p. 589):

Adult male: Pileum bright yellowish greon (apple green), rest of upper
parts, including auricular region and sides of neck, bright corulean or
decp turquoisec bluc; the back usuolly more or less tingod with groen;
loros, orbital ring and under parts yollow (lemon or canary) doopening
into Cadium yollow or orange on chest,

Adult fomale: Above grayish groen becoming bluish on upper tailcoverts
and toil; remigos odged with groenish bluc or bluish groen; lore and
orbital ring, and under-parts yecllow (dull gomboge to Naplos /?067 shaded
with grayish or olive across chest and along sides. o

Thore is little differonce in size betweon tho soxes==the adult male mcoasuraes
b inches, tho adult female, 447 inchos.

Locally thoso birds have boen called by the common names of Moxican bunting,
Butterfly bunting of Moxico, and Mexican rainbow bunting. Howeveor, tho only com-
mon name I have been able to find listed for Passorina leclancheri in any author-
itativo ornithologlcal rccord is Leclanchorts Non-pariel. ==Priscilla G. Harphanm,

Bird wallk - Poamoho Trail: On Iarch 12th, tho Hawaii Audubon Socicty mado its mon-
thly ficld trip to Poamoho Trail, The ohia lchua was not os much in bloom as we
had hoped, but tho birds worc out in good numbor. Seon by wvarious members of the
porty were olepaio, amakihi, apapanc, iiwi, white eycs and the Jaopanese Hill robin.
No attompt is made to givo tho numbers of individuals socn, but the apapane woro
most in cvidonco, onc group within the party reporting 37 sccn. Hill robins woreo
next in number, and many moro were hecard. Tho mystoery bird was not scen, but was
heard by onc mombcer of the party, lMiss Reba Robinson, who was on her first trip
with us, It is belioved that the lchua will be much more favorablo for seoing birds
at tho timc of the April bird walk, when we hope to rebturn to Poamcho, weather por-
mitting, =~ He Paul Portcr.

Bird walk - Poomoho Trail: Days of intermittent rains preceded the 16th of April,
leaving the scheduled trip somewhat in doubt, but a partial clearing on Saturday,
with clear skies on Sunday brought out 15 members and guests, all willing to chance
Poomoho's rains and mud,

Our first stop was at Wheeler Field, where three skylarks were seen and heard,
Apparently the larks are returning to that area, o favorite spot before the wartime
activity drove them away. Here also two plover were seen, beautifully garbed in
breeding plumage.
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It seomed inadvisable to attempt to drive over Poamocho!s jeep road so the
cars were parked at the ontrance, and the road covered on foot. The lush vegdtae
tion, rain-clean and frosh, soomod more beautiful than ever. Yellow lehua was noted
in abundance. Apapane, amakihi and elapaio wore obseorved in scattercd numbcrs
along the way. When ro roached onc gulch rich in lchua, upon which the apapane were
fooding, much time was spent wabching thom flit from ono tree to anothor, but no
accurate count was possible, bocauso of the numbers and tho amount of activity.
Hill robins swolled the chorus of song from bochind cvory clump of trees, but ro=-
maincd oub of sight.

The stop for lunch was made obout a qugrter of amile from tho entrance of the
troil propor. For fivo or ton minutes we watched a 1ittlo groy=-grcon bird in a koa
troo fairly close ot hand, trying to decide whother it was a fomnlo amakihi, a
young amakihi, or a croopor, Its habits worc amakihi-liko, for it scarchcd tho
loaves and twigs almost wholly, with only an occasional foray upon the limbs. Deo-
spito this, tho final decision was that tho boak was straight, and that faint wing
bars could be scon - so, a crocper: No noto was hoard, to malze tho idontification
cartain, to tho mind of this car=birdor.

A heavy dowmpour drove the lunchors under an ovorhanging ledgo, which sufficod
as sheoltor for a time, but black skics and occasional thundorclaps turncd us toward
tho cars, It had boon a good day, lack of sunshine, and of thrushcs, notwithstand-
inge == Gronvillc Hatch.
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JUNE ACTIVITIES:

FIELD TRIP: Junc 1lth, to Kipapa in tho Koolau Range this sido of Wahiawa.
Moot at the Library of Hawaii ot 8:00 A,M,, bringing lunch (and cor if possibla).
Wo have not journoyed to Kipapa lately, and it will be intoreosting to comparc the
bird 1ife scon horce with that on Poamoho, :

MEETING: Junc 19th, Staff Work Room of tho Library of Hawaii (first floor on
the loft corridor) ot 7:30 P.lMe Tho study group will continuc with further roports
on individual studios of bird idontification and a rovicw of bird topograophy.
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