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The follovring is a tabul-ation of the bird count takon on ths Island of Oahu by
membors of tho l{awaii Audubon Socioby on Decsmbor 26, 1949:
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tabuLation of tho bird counts
Audubon Socioty 1945-49;
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on tho Island of OahuThc follorring is a
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POA{OI{O TRAIL

Tho ono clifficulty wlth poamoho lics in its inacossibility in rvot'v'ucathor,

hcnco 1.ro rriltchcd tho sltics arrxiously as tho 26th approachcd' It had boon dccidod

if it r,vcro irnpossiblc to drivc to tiro start of 1ho trail, wo would park tho oar. at

thc cn'branco to tho joop road, and covcr that rc'ad on foot, and as much of tho trail
as pcssiblc.

l,irs. RuthRoclcafcllow and I loft tor,-rn boforo 5:3O, picking up l,'tark Korr on tho

Poarl llarbor roacl. For tho guidancc of futuro Sroups - tha't vlas at lcast half an

hour too clrlyo It t^.'as still darlt'uThcn wc rcachod tho cntranco to tho joop road'

hcld a hasty confcronco, and docidod to tal<o a chanco on rlriving in. 'fit 6:50, at

thc parJling spaco clcso to tho ontrc.Ir.co of tho trail, wo lightcd matchcs to rcad

thc titcrrnsll6Nc::. D"iy1i6ht soon bcgnn to appcart and a chorus of bird son6s grootod

trsr Tho sky ric.s hoavily ovcrccst. As wo roundocl tho turn to start on tho trail,
tho rrincl was blor,,ring villontly, rith rrr.in clouds'swocping dovm from tho intorior in
a thrcatcni"ng fashi-on. Honco wc docidcd to turn, and r'vork beck to the entranco of

the joep road'

Apapano wero in ovidsnco ovef5n:,r[6p6, and amaicihi wero froquontly seen and

heard, evon singing their rare "org. /i single oucalyptus treo in 1\111 b)-oom pro-

vided us r,vith or,r. ii"st big lift on the apapano count, as YIo1l as the first iiwi'
It vras intorosting to no1:e hor,,i the scarlul of tho iir''ri, contrasting with the darker

crimson of tho *piprr,u all about hin,, callecl attontion to his proseneso Wo had

almost reached the-ond of tho road, iloping agalnst hopo that we rvould soo enough

apapano to bring our count to 1O0r'rvhen vre arrlvorl at the ouealyptus and papor bark

grove, the Elysian {'ields whic}r rre ha.1 par;sod in d.arknoss at 6:o0 a'm' Li}ce honest'

oonser,ative sou1s,'lvo closed our count at 2L7, feoling that r"re could no 1on6or bo

sure that.r,vo r,ri6ht not count the sano birds tvrice, but l|\ro all felt that another 100

could safely have beon addod"

lt is boyoncl my polvor to describe our rnorningrs experionce' Tho troos and the

air rvere fu11 oi rplplro, feoding, froliclcir:*, darting here and thero, singing
joyously all the *Liio. rle offei no explatuiio" for the srna1l elepaio and hill
robin cormt. Tho-bircls just l.,rcro not presentu I\'rrico wo hoard, unmistakably tho

unidentifiod bird, tut hla rLo glinps" of it' The skylarl:s --nood r've say - wore ob-

liging enoui,;h to rise and sing *" *u traitod for theur at l'n'l'heelor l'ie1d" -- Grenrrille

Hatch.

TAIITALUS T.+{rL

Ths bircl consus trip this year on Decernber 26th, was almost as bad as that of

Iast y,1 41., as far as the vreathei rra' concorned', and tho nu"abor of birds soen and

heard i"es much lesso Thero ll/as a 1ot of winrl' and the rain came down rnost of the

ti:':c, but oceasionali-y vre coulcl see out onto tho coastal plain whore it appeared

to bo fine vroather.

1 think one reason for the absonce of birds night bo tho vory fino cloudless

da.ys prococlin3 this day, Thero wa.s oviclonco that tho Tantalus trail had boen heav-

ily tr.rvolecl, .nd porirlps tho birds wcro so d'isturbocl that t6ey rnoved out to a less

travelocl cr-G&o This is onI y an idoa, for it rnay possibly bo that thcro are fcrfer

bircls in that localitY.

j,rTrs. Pod1.ey, i,]Irs' Harrilton and myself mado up the party and onjoyod tho trip
inspito of tho l,veather. -- [. B' Ilan5"Iton'
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r'ALEOI{E J'L\]IAL AIR STATI0.N

The 1g49 Christmas Bird Consus of Kaneoho Naval Air Station was noteworthy
only in that thcro lvas nothing outstanding about it. Tho weather fl'as neither bad

nor gcod. Tho cou::tt r,ras neither high nor vory Iow. I'ilo new spocios woro added,

but neithor woro thero any o1d standbys rnissing. Though it was much too daric to
count birds evon when they wore siLhorrottocl against t}:o sky, tho boobies wore aI-
raady lcaving thc colony viton wo arrivod thero. Though tho birds showod no signs

c,f oiamr by ite ti*" the figlit permitted counting, there wero only 387 individuals
lcft. AI1 tire birds worc in white plrraago. Tho doparturcs continucd stoadily
until by an hour aftor daybreak no nore than four or fivo birds remaj.ned. In con-

trast to tho tvdl.ight 
"o,rnts 

made in Ootober and Novenbor', r,vhich indicatcd an in-
creeso in thc popuic.tion of tho colony, tho count of 387 total is bolo'w tho totals
of thc last t]:roo yo"".. Anotho" o,roting count will bo mado this mcnth. 0n past
counts thero ha..,o Llways been ncstlings prosont in the colony; this yoar thore
'IVCIO I1OI1O o

Uplnnri bircls rvero quitc plentiful and tho usual shorebirds and rvater fowl
vrr:rc listocl. Thc only qucstion nark on the count was a Iarg,e, bl acknocked, whito-
collarod indirddual wiro staycci in tl:o r:riddlo of the pond rathor apar-b from tho
rLucks a1cI coots. It was possJ-bly a Black Brant. hrth Dj-ngus'

IL{ELEPULU iiltrD KUI,PA PO]'JDS

Tho Christnas census party assigncd to covor Kaolopulu and Kuapa ponds con-

sistcd of i,,{iss i'.{yrne CarrpteLl, anci i,{argcLrot c]]d PauI Portcr' ]''Yo went first to
I{ac).cpu1u pond ttrough li3ht clrizzles, ancl aftor ploughing through quite wet
(and ivdst high) rushcs, obsorvccl a considerabls nwrbar of bjrds rostinB near

tho oppositc bani:. Thc rvritcr hacl just sottlcd hinsolf confortably to count thcta

whcnr-lrs if at a givon si6na1, a groat floctc aroso. As thoy whcelod ovorhcad

ancl hoadcc out to.l.rards l{aneoho, ,ui .alv that thoy wcro pintails. Countin6 rapidly
(and estinating thc rost) r,vo detci.nincd that thoro woro about 5oo individuals in
thc floclt. Thoy trail.cd out across thc slqy, forming ircoguIar lincs and orratic
vcc-fonnations, until thcy lookod liI:o vuisps of smolra as thcy disappearod in the

di.stanco.

Going on around thc pond, we sa1{ that thore wcro sti}I ducks left ainong thc
coot, and r,vc colntod 108 individuals. There wero 4BG coot. 1.{ynahs, plovcr and

turnstonc 1\Icrc numorous in tho pOnd nargins, and rctuming to the car, w0 wore

surpriscd and plcasod to soo a largc Harvaiian Gul, cruising around about six fcet
abo-ve thg tops of tho mshcs and bcing hocklcd by sovcral rrynahs who flcn'rr aftcr
and ovor him, squawking as thoy fler''r.

I(uapa pond and its nargins 1re rc rnuch less intoresting,, notoworthy prlncipal-
1y for tic nuni.crs of barrod dovcs that uare activo in a small fioLd adjoining
tirc poncl, and for thirty-six linnots (houso finch) sitting on a telcphonc polo

lino. -- H. }'aul Porter
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RESULTS tliD CCIICLIiSIONS - By Gronvillo }Iatch and Priscilla G. Harpharn

Oahu, T. I{. (Kapalama Hoights, Tantalus Trail, Kuapa pond, Kaelopulu pond,
Bcllows Ficl-r.1, l,ioi:apu poninsula-Ulupau Hoad, rosicl,ential aroe.s in ilonolulrr) ponds

and narshcs 3O/", opon count ry L7/,, sandy boach 14/i, coast*l headland and adjaccnt
cratcr 4[(, lor,,cr forost IBf, rcsidontial areas ]7f.

Cloudy vrith r:ccasional sholvors; 6t30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Tcmpcraturo 680 to 760;

vrind S to 
"SrlV, 

2-21 ra.p.h. The fiftccn obscrvcrs in six partics wcre: ir{yrna Canp-

bol1, i,[rrry Cra:rr.ins, Ruth Oingus, Francis and ].{ary Evans, Grace Gossard', E.G" and

Ida llanilto1, IJcrnico Kuhns, Louotta Kuhns, Blariche A, Pedloy, Iielon Petorson,
l[argarot and Pau] I'ortcr, Gcorgo Sonoda.

Total nu::rbor 6f hrturs on foot: 26$; total r.riles covored, 248, of which 29

vrcro on foot, ancl ?19 by carr Total nr:u:rbor of spocies, ?Bi nunbor of individrurls,
3705.

0ahu, T.I{. (Poar1cho train, adjacont pincappl-c fields, Il,.r)roole r Field). Upper

forcst g7/", ooan country 3f. Overcastlvith froquent showers; 6:50 to 2:30 p.n.i
tonporatu::o O'Oo.to 68''. 'l'Iind E to STI, B-25 n.p.h. Eucalyptus and pallcr barl< troos
in iul 1 bl ootr, Thcr throo obssrvcrs in ono party lvore Gronvillo i{atch, lvlrs. Ruth

Rocl:sfc11ovr, and I'.'larl: I(err.

Total hours: 5 on foot; total ni1cs, 74 (3 on foot, 71 by car). Tota1 nlunbor

of spccics: 14, nurabor of individuals, 405.

This is tho forby-ninth )rcar thc ,*r"r* Audubon Socicty has conductod thc
annuai Christnes "or1"L., 

but ioty tirc oightir yca:'thc Har,rraii socicty has partici-
patcd in it. It mig;ht not bo *rri.. to rovionr our yoarl;r stru;';5le to choose thc
r,rost suitablc Is-nilc radial circlc f,cr tho count - as directcd t'1' tho rules and

rc;;ulations of tho l,Iational Auclubon Socicty. Tho first count takon on Oahu was

dono in 1g5g o.,-cr a \cry lin:-tccl aror. That yonr 22 spocics and 646 individual
birds rvcrc countcd. llost unusual r,'icrc trvo llorthorn Fhalaropo' seon at Kahr:ku - a

bird l.hicir hns not bcen rccordcd as harritrE boon sccn on Oahu sinco that tinc.

In 1g40 J. Dir\rcy Northv,rood nrc.rkcd out a plan of a circlc drar,rm to covor
largor argas c.n thc Pconoho trni1 on crlo sic1c, and i(eJrulcu rc'nch and ponC on the
othcr, thus covcling onc of our bost trails for forcst birds, and a good aroa for
shorc and soa birds. Evon though thcsc aroas'r,uoro much srra1 1cr than tlrosc covcrcd

in letcr ycars, 25 spccics ond 1058 individuals worc countcd. L{ost notowrothy
lverc il43 pto.,'cr arircl ihe B Oahu crcoper soorl on the Poar,roho trail. Sinco 1940 only
onc Oahu croopcr has boc:r countod at Cluistmas timo - tilat in 1946, soon on tho
Kipapa trr.il. Thc outbrcC,i of thc war in Dcccrnrocr 1941 brought tirc Hawaii Christ-
raai counts to a closc for t]-rroo ycars. Eoth Poomoho and Kahul:u werc ta-ican ovcr
by tho Arny, and transportatior". wag virtually impossiblc.

In 1g44, gascli-nc rationing vras roLaxoci a triflc, and undor thc lcadorship of
HowarC Cogsl"rili, a circle agair-r'wo.s dra$m, r,vith Aica trail on one orLremc and

I(aclepulu pond on tho otlror, r,rh|ch L:avc an oxccllcnt survcy of tho shorcs and

polcls, t"t-,iico, trail is not particularly rich in porching birds. i[inctocn forty-
four vrrc,s thc first ycar thc rcsidcntial areas in llonolulu lvcro includod in thc
count. It r,vas ir1 so thc first timc a Japancse tit, or Yarrragara, vras rocorded - soon

on thc'ilIoodlu.wn trail, ancl alsc thc first, and only tinc an ogrot has bccn ob-
scrvod on OCtr.r - sccrr by Cogswcll at Kalihi flats. Tho Yanagara was scon in 1945

on Tantalus r]td again in 1946 on the Woodlav,tr trail.
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This 1944 count-pIan uras follorved with rcinor changos for throe ycars. Boforc
thc 1ii,i7 count, tho colony of rcd-footod boobics at Ulupau Hcad was discovorod, I
bcIic..,c in 1946, ond haC bocono of absorbing interost, so it was doaidod to shift
thc oirclo crncc agcirr to iracludc tho colony. I{elawa trail , on tlrc oxtronc crlgo cf
thc oirclc Tras covcrccl lc.,r forost birds. fn 1947 aird 1948 wo scnt our hardiost souls
to }ialar"ra, v.,'ho rctur.ncC covcrcd vrith nud, but with only a small count to cornpensatc
for thc difficultios and actual dcng:crs oncountorGd. This ycar wo abandonod the
cffort to cncl,.rso ovcrybhing in ono lS-nilo circlo and took Poamoho as a scparato
count. ?hc tlrru ccunts, tailcn togothcr, givo a nuch morc aceurato picturc of our
bird populllti-on.

0f the approxi;nate 45 fairly conmon spocies of birds to be s6€n on Oahu, 32

were seeir i-n 1946, 30 in 1945, 1947 anrj 1948, 28 in 1944, 25 in 1940, and 22 in
1939. There h&.,'o boon groater variations in the totals of individuals soen: froin
6,i6 in 1930 and 984 in 1946, to {"622 recorded in 1948. Iho grontest increaso in
the 1g4B co,"rnt seeltecl to bo i1 tho rvaterfowl population. The Blacl': Brant, egret,
na11nrc1, ph.alarope ancl rin6-bi11oo gu11- are the five spocios of stray visitants
observed rJrrring the Clrristrlas counts. The blue-winged teal , an inportod bird, has
boen seen or:Iy in 1946 in tho l'"aelept.lu pond areao .lr.nd +uho bristls-thighecl curlew
rvns first noted rluring the 1949 count, reported to havo been soen at Fellowe Fiold.
Tire nocllin6 bird, ir:.troducocl to the Islcnds fron the mainland in 1928, shovrs often
enc.ru;;h tc prove th:.1, it is sti]l in these parts.

Dorrr through the eight years of Christnirs c6nsus-tdcing, the struSglo to find
the best-for-blrclin6 15-ni.1o radial circlo has taksn us fror,r ono ond of the isla-nd
to tho other; fron Krhulrrr to the swrrap and pond areas of Kailua. Neither the
Y!'aianae r,1l1i:16 ncr thc Pcarl Hrrrbor shore eref.s hu've ever boon included in the
cor,ti.ts. Triyrs to lialatv-r., lLIooclluurr-St. Lcuis, ancl thc Kar.vnirrui swaxrp hnvo boe:l Gen-
erallv.-.l.j.scontilr.rod becar,rse o-f the difficult terrai:r and tho sna.ff nr.rabor of birds
sectlr 1(r]-rul<u clistrict has decreased in bircling talue since tho pond rnras drainod,
0e j-lr tire last ycir.rs of the corlsus it appeers thet the Poarloho tra.il and the Kanoohe

I(aeiei:ru1-lr districts arn the two bost s1:ots in r,'hj-ch to obtaitr c rcpresentativo
co,-r.i:.t of cor:.clitions rt ihat ti::rc of ycrrr on Oahu - t'r,vo aroas, whicir even in tho
r,yilclest strotcl:. cf the irtaginlr,'iion, ca:tnot bc squeozeC in a 15-nilo circlo.

_1919j,S"L,
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Districts eovsred in Chrlstmas Counts

District 1 C1?O 1940 1944 1945 1946 194t 1948 1949 TotaL No.

Aiea trail
Hala'na tral1
Kahuku ranch

arrd ;:ond
Ka;:rooho N.,1. S,
Kipapa treil
Kawainui slvslnp
Kaelepulu pond
I{uapn pcrnd
I(alihi flats
l,lloanalua pond
Uppor L{anoa traiL
Poamoho trnil
Residential aroas
?antalus trail
Tioo dlarun-St. Lrruis

trail
Bollows Field

x
xx

x
x
t(
x

x
x
x

x
x
x
x

Y

x
xx

T

x
x
'!a

x

2
?,

d

o
I
1
o
6
o
I
1
5
6

5

5
1

Sites per yesr:

-----00000*----

FNBMTARY ACT]VITIES:

FIELD TRIP: February 26th, to Poomoho. lleot at the Library of l{awaii at
B:00 Jr"M., brinp;ing lunch (and cnr if possiblo). The lehua should bo in fuI1
bloon to attract tho nany birds of this &r€&r

tr{EETING: Fobruary zoth, Staff litrork Room of ths Library of Havraii (ttrst
floor on tho left corridor opposito the courtyard) at 7:50 P.M. The group will
consider natlve ls1an<i clry-1and plants vrith a vlew to Ceter:nining thoir propor
location in tho projocted wild Llfo rofugo at Kapiolani Pnrk.

-----0000000-----
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