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BIRD COLONIES ON CANTON ISLAND
By H. Paul Porter

I spent my birthday, April lst, driving around Conton Island twice. As you
know, Conton is a big coral atoll, consisting of one Ho" shaped island about thirty
miles around and, in some places, not more than 100 feet wide. The airfield and
tho new CAA dovolopment is at one ond of the "C", and the Pan American Hotel and
living quarters on the other end. The onds are separated by a narrow channol,
across which Pan American runs a ferry to avoid the long drive. Ono of the reasons
for my trip was to investigate the condition of tha roed around the island with a
view to moving some housing to the new housing aroa, ond it afforded me one of the
biggest thrills I've had in birding.

In the thirty miles of road we saw a colony of oither frigato birds (Frigata
minor palmerstoni), red-footed boobies (Sula sula rubripes) or blue-faced boobies
(Sula dactylatra personata) at about quarter-milo intorvals. In addition we sow
plover, soobty terns, red-tailed tropic birds (Phacthon rubricauda) and the lovely
little fairy terns in largo numbers.

Tho Frigato birds were most interesting. Thero wore literally thousands of
them. lany of tho malos were still sitting in conspicuous positions on the clumps
of scacvola frutescons, with their groat rod sacs inflatod under the throat, try-
ing to look appealing to tho fomalos. Othors haod found mates and wore busily
bringing nesting materials to their matos, woaring their deflatod sacs like wattles
on a turkey. I had little time to stop, but saw one egg and ono young fripgnte
bird in a nest.

Nost building was going on at a great rato. The nmalo would fly in and hover
over tho female sitting on hoer choson site, carrying nosting material ( sometimoes
twigs cightoen inchos long) in his bill and uttering soft "Quark, quark" sounds.
As soon as the fomale hoard him, she would turn hor oponed bill upwards, whercupon
the male would drop tho matorial into hor opoen mouth and fly off in soarch of more.
The femalo would thon tuck tho matorial carofully into place. At loast I supposo
she thought sho was caroful, for sho would take quite a bit of timo getting it
proporly into place. I thought tho nosts looked protty sad.

Knowing tho frigato bird's propensity for “pirating" fish from boobics, I wos
somowhat surpriscd to find that tho two spociocs minglo in apparont amity. Thoy
fly in the somo groups ond, in placos, their nesting colonios overlappod. Porhaps
if the moro aggrossive pooples of tho world could be gathorod togothor in somo
isolated placo whero thoy had to agroo or olsc, thoy might find a way as those
birds have donc. >



REMINISCENCES OF THE PAST
By George C, Munro

In "Time" magazine of December 12, 1949, is a review of & book, "The Strange
Life of Charles Waterton," 1782-1865, by Richard Aldington. In the Honolulu Ad-
vertiser 6f December 18, 1949, is a story, "Death of Christmas Tree Discoverer Still
an Enigma," by Tom O'Brien., These two stories take me back to the days of my boy-
hood,

lost interesting to me in the review of the book about Waterton is the statement
that Waterton was "the pioneer among travelling English naturalists preceding Darwin,
Wallace, Huxley..." and that "he brought taxidermy to the status of a fine art" and
that "around the great park of Walton at a cost of nearly 10,000 pounds he built a
vall three miles long and thus created the first bird sanctuary.”

An early urge to study nature was probably awalkened in me when a very small
boy my brother John read to me from Waterton's "Wanderings in South America." Later
1 read with avidity Charles Darwin's "Voyage of the Beagle," Bates! "Naturalist on
the Amazon," Alfred Russell Wallace's "lUalay Archipelago.” As I grew older I waded
through Darwin's "Origin of Species" and "Descent of Man," and Lyell's "Principles
of Geology." These and many others of their kind helped to stimulate my passion
to study nature, learn taxidermy, collect birds and travel in remote places. But
my first inspiration most likely came from "Waterton's Wanderings." I was eager to
make the study of nature my life's work, However, it was incumbent on me to earn
money and opportunities to do this in the natural history line were limited at the
time where I lived. So the study has remained a hobby with me and perhaps better
sos It certainly has beon a great joy to me all my life. The satisfaction exper-
ienced by the naturalist in finding something new, hitherto unknown to scionce, is
a great exhilaration and sufficient reward for time end energy oxpended, I had the
good fortune to acquire this in my early manhood,

I know Charles Waterton's brother Robert when he lived near my home in New
Zealand., He was a kindly natured, easygoing individuals I remember him coming
into a considorable sum of monoy from the ancestral estate in England, He married
one of my earlicst school teachers, Thoy had a son named Charles, but I don't think
any of the family was a naturalist like their renowned unclae.

lly fathor bought one of Waterton's farms a few miles from our home farm, and
later I plowed its fields. During the noonday rest I collected native ground
beetles for my oldor friend Captain Thomas Broun., An ompty watorcourse ran through
a patch of native New Zealand "bush" in the vicinity. Dead leaves from the treocs
accumulated on tho moist surfacc of its bed and small beetles took refuge in the
deytimo under tho loaves, Lying prone on my stomach with eyes closa to tho ground
I could detoct the inscots as tho leavos woro moved aside. It was an ideal col-
leocting ground, and I socurod soven noew spoeics there., Captain Broun was thon work-
ing on his "Now Zoaland Colcoptera" publishod in 1893, He was ocagoer to get tho
spoeimons and kindly named ono for mo, Bryaxis munroi, and aftorwards sent me tho
book. That was surcly stimulation for a youthful naluralist,.

Tho fact that Watorton had difficulty in landing his South Amorican specimons
in England in the oarly 1800's as roeordod in this book, rominds me that about 20
yoars ago I brought to Honolulu bird spooimons I had mountod over 40 years before,
I had considorable difficulty in proventing thoir confiscation bocause thoro was a



law prohibiting the introduction of birds!' feathers for millinery purposes., We
surely should be more enlightened than England was in the early 1800's,

The other story told of the death of Mr. David Douglas, botanist collecting in
Hawaii in 1834, Mr. William F, Wilson, who lived in Honolulu for many years, com=
piled a book from David Douglast! diaries in 1919, "David Douglas Botanist in Hawaii,"
now in the Library of Hawaii, William Wilson was a neighbor in New Zealand whon I
was a lad, and I knew him well in Homolulu for some years before he died, He prob-
ably know of tho monument to David Douglas raised through the efforts of Forestor
Lestor W. Bryan and Scotsmen of Hilo and the Hamakua Coast, This monumont is on tho
site of the mysterious death of David Douglas in a cattle trap decp in the forost
on the slopes of Maunakea, Hawaii, It was unveiled in 1934, 100 years after David
Douglas was killed, Wore William Wilson alive today ho would be ploasod to soe the
picturc in tho Advertiser and know that more than 50 of tho Douglas pinos Forostor
Bryan had plantod thore at the timc tho monument was orocted wore now "toworing
giants," fitting auxiliarios for tho monumont to the discovorer of this and many
other species of troos and plants of the Pacific coast and Hawaii,

THE STRANGE LIFE OF CHARLES WATERTON, 1782-1865, By Richard Aldington. Duell,
Sloan & Pearco., 23l. pe. $3.

Onc hundrod and twonty~five ycars ago Squirc VWaberton publishod his Wandorings
in South Amorica = a book which many rcadors roefusod to accopt as truth, as did
thoy rofuso to accopt his Essays on Natural History and his Autobiography, which
appoarcd lator. Scveral writors hovo boon attracted by tho onigma that was Watorton,
and in this book Richard Aldingbon subjoets him, whom ho calls an "ornithological
Jupitor," and thosc who have writton about him, to a critical and sometimes unsym=
pathotic oxamination,

The Squirc was consideroed cccontric, a doscription which always "dooply stung"
him, and was often hold in contompt by follow naturalists who quostioncd his
sciontific knowledge and probably considercd him a sort of Baron Milnchhousen., Al=-
dington has faithfully put down his cscapados, such as his baro-back riding a caymon;
and his achicvemonts, such as his discovory of tho mothod used by the South Amorican
Indians in making curarc,

Of grcatost intorcst to mombers of Audubon sociotics is Watcrton's dovelopmont
of his Walton Hall ostato into tho first onclosod wildlifo sanctuary, a projoct to
which ho dedicatced much of his incomo and his timo,.

Rccommendoed roading to all thoso intorosted in tho prosorvetion and protoction
of wildlife, -- P, G, Harpham.

A RECONNAISSANCE OF THE GAME BIRDS IN HAWAII. By Charlos W, Schwartz and
Elizaboth Rcoder Schwartz. Torritory of Hawaii. Board of Commissioncrs of Agricul=-
turo and Forostry. 1949, $1.00,

This book is a sumary for thc genoral public of the findings of thoe 18 months!'
survey mado by Charlos W, Schwartz for the Foderal Aid-~Wildlife program of the Div-
ision of Fish and Gamo, Board of Commissioncrs of Agriculture and Forestry end tho



United States Fish and Wildlife Servioce,

It is full of wvaluable information on our game and non-game birds, written in
extremely readable style, and illustrated with Mr, Schwartz' beautiful drawings,
and fine photographs., Detailed 1ife histories of the geme birds, shorter life his-
tories of what Mr. Schwartz calls "former game birds," with photographs and draw-
ings of the birds, form valuable reference materials for all students of bird life.

The opening chapter gives a concise account of geographic and climatic condi~
tions in Hawaii, with some attention paid to endemic speciés of plants and wild-
life. Many maps show the location of ten vegetation zones, of distribution of
various game birds, and of rainfall, Of particular interest are the charts showing
plant food of game birds, and the extent to which each species forms a part of the
diet.

Recommendations for the handling of various areas in the development of game
will be of particular value to those interested in game management, but all of us
will find benefit in reading it, because of the suggestions for care of bird life.
-~ Grenville Hatch,

JULY ACTIVITIES:

FIELD TRIP: July 9th, to Aiea Trail. Meet at the Library of Hawaii at 8:00
Adle bringing lunch (end car if possible). The group has not gone over this trail
recently, so it will be inberesting bo check the bird life there again.

MEBTING: July 17th, Staff Work Room of the Library of Hawaii (first floor on
the left corridor opposite the courtyard) at 7:30 P,ll, The study group will con=
tinue with special emphasis on classification,
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