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U-NO~YAMA (CORMORANT HILL)
By Chester Fonneoll

I must admit, it was sort of an ungodly hour to be starting out after birds,
but a quartor after midnight was the hour schoduled for the arrival of the Japaneso
express from Osaka and Kobe and on that train were my guidos and partners in crime,
Kobayashi Kecisuko and Kobayashi Hirakazu, two of the finost and most onthusiastic
birdmon in Japan. Unscemly hours, torrents of rain, the most chilling, icy winds,
sloot, blizzards, the most sizzling noon=-day hcat, swamps, mud, jungle-liko growth,
ote., ctce, could nover dull thoir ardor or bogin to stand in thoir way as long as
thoro was a bird to find at the ond of it all, and birds aplenty had boon promiscd
us in this particular casc.

Qur objective this time was a small, pine-covered knoll, called U-no yama, or
Cormorant Hill, approximately forty miles south of the city of Nagoya, femous as
one of the very few spots in Japan where the Japanese cormorant (Phalacrocorax
garbo hanedae) nests., The weekend of 18-19th February had already long been desig=-
nated as the date for this excursion, for, inspite of the seeming improbability of
such an early nesting season, the notes of Kobayashi Keisuke assured us that it
would be well under way.

Promptly, as is so typical of all Japanese trains, the express steamed inbo
Kyoto Station at 12:15 A.M. and I joined my friends in the seat they had so zeal=-
ously guarded for me., Fifteen minutes later we pulled out of Kyoto and the next
4% hours we killed fitfully talking, dozing, munching sandwiches, tangerines and
apples, and dreaming of the treat in store for us at our destination. Around 0500
we arrived at Atsuta, one station beyond Negoya, where we left the steam train to
catch an electric tram for Hinaga, some 40 miles down the Chita Peninsula and *he
station nearest the cormorant colony.

Cold, gray feelers of light stole over the ice-filmed rice paddies as we
trudged out of the little hamlet of Hinaga and only a couple of lone spirals of
wood smoke indicated that the little houses sheltered human life beneath their
thatched and tiled ridges. Small plum trees, their arms mantled in gauzy bloom,
stood like ghosts in the bamboo-fenced dooryards; orange trees hung quietly hoavy
with huge golden (but sour) fruit and a few hardy narcissi stood straight and
yellow along the black, filth-filled ditches. Inspite of the ioy surfaces, the
flooded rice paddies were filled with the jelly-like masses of frog eggs, o promise
of the life=richness to come.

Dawn blared forth in a single scarlet flush across the eastern sky as we turned
our steps in that direction and groups of cormorants, like welcoming heralds, sent
forth to greet us, winged their long=necked, straight-forward silhouettes high
across the heavily overcast sky. As we approached the colony, great numbers of



them could be seen in flight over the pine trees and their raucous cries, squawks,
and cackles could be heard a full half mile away, The turmoil, confusion and
racket noturally inereased as we neared the grove and, now, a full month later, as
I write these words, the sound still rings in my ears.

Wo estimatod same 300 birds in the colony and counted approximately 180 nests,
The nests were located in crotches of branches of both dead and living black pines
and constructed of dead pine branchlets, bamboo sticks, bamboo roote, rice straw
and, in several cases, of even rice straw ropes. The incubation bed was generally
lined with fresh rice strow and dry bamboo loaves. The average nest measured 15 x
17 inches across the entire top and 9% inches in total height; the incubation bed
measured 8 inches across and 2% inches in dopth, Tho cntire nost, except for the
jncubation bed, was gonerally heavily coated with whito oxcroment as were also the
nesting troos, surrounding vegotation and the ground below the nesting tross, In-
dood, tho oxcrement is highly prized by the surrounding farmers for fortilizing
purposes and is rogularly collocted. Conscquently, tho colony enjoys rigid protoec-
tion from the whole community. Nearby ponds are cven stocked with fish to oncour-
ago tho birds to nost in that arca. Wumerous signs arc postod in the vicinity,
also, ostablishing tho aroa as a sanctuary and prohibiting molostation and shooting.

Out of some 35 nosts cxamined we found only nine with cggs which apparontly
indicated that it was o bit carly in tho soason, Of the nine with eggs wo found
the following numbor in ocach: six nests with four cggs cach, 2 nosts with fivo
oach, onc ncst with two oggs. Apparcontly four oggs arc tho normal averago numbor
in a singlo clutch, Thoy arc a pale blue in color heavily coated with a white,
chalky substance. They average 1 x 2 S/B inches in sizec.

All tho birds woro in full breoding plumage with shiny, black iridescont
bodios, whito hoad and neck and bold white patches on the flanks, Their constaont
vocal uproar was an accompaniment to cqually constant courtship displays of bowing,
seraping, trembling of oubsproad wings and frequent nuzzling of cach obhert's heads
and nocks, Fights too, worc froquontly obsorved. Scveral were also noted carrying
stroamors of ricc straw to apparont mates on unfinished nosts and helping to ar=-
range tho material,

Mony fish of both fresh and salt water spocics wore obsorved on tho ground be-
low tho nesting troes as well as on the branchos surrounding the nests thomsolves.
Those rangod in size from approximately four to ten inches in length and must have
boon cithor rogurgitated because of the oxcitomont caused by our presence or brought
in for courtship gifts, or to brooding birds. It is my boliof that thoy actod most
as courtship gifts since I failed to observe any so-called nervous regurgitation
due to excitement and fish were observed not only in the immediate vicinity of nests
containing eggs. Since no young of ony age, whatsoever, were found, they could not
have been brought in for that purpose.

From the combination of fish and excrement the area, at least from an olfac-
tory sense, strongly reminded me of the red-footed booby colony at Ulupau Crater,
Dahitty Tells

Another colony is said to be located some five miles further down the Chita
peninsula near a little town called Kosugaya, but lack of time prohibited our visit-
ing it the same weekend, It is sincerely hoped that it, too, is receiving the same
vigilant protection from the farmers in its district, If such is the case, surely
the future of at least one Jopanese species is assured. If only the economic



importance of all the other species could be half so easily brought to the atten-
tion of the Japanese people there would be far less cause for worry and concern on
the part of the long=seeing conservationists.

===0000000=~~

NATURE IN KAPIOLANI PARK
By George C. Munro

In "The Elepaio" of January 1950, Vol, 10, no., 7, I mention about the arrival
of the young plover on September 10, 1949, That they were more tame than the old
birds that arrived in the middle of August. They wore reluctant to fly and then
flew only a short distance, I thought that they were tired from their long flight.
But till April 28 of this year these young birds have remained the same as when
they arrived. They may at other times have frequented different places, but so far
as I saw, they alone ranged over their area near the south end of the park. On tho
evoning of April 28 we saw throee at the south end and at least 8 in the north end
of the polo field, but on HMay 2 my wifeo sighted two together on the racetrack by the
polo field, . They may have been from the south end, as there were many players over
the ground there at the time. Wo have scen no plover in Kapiolani Park since Ilay 2.
I thought that these young birds might migrate early and work their way along the
Hawaiian Chain to Midway or Kure Island before launching out on their long flight
across the ocean to the Arctiec. Of course they may have done this, but they stayed
nearly as long as the others did last year, Last year thoy scomod to leave the
Park on Moy 3 and one was scen on tho &th.

I noted rccontly, when my observations were confined mostly to the south ond,
as the days grew longer the plover in the morning kept moro to their former timec of
arrival but the mynohs arrived with the daylight before tho plover, It was also
noticed that tho plover and mynahs in one part of the south ond were invariably
undor certain kiawe treces. Probably the caterpillar of tho moth (Polydesma urbri-
cola) is now froquonting thesc trecs. The trees near them which harborcd this
caterpillar have boon taken out and the monkgpod trees in the vieinity have shed
thoir lcaves so tho moths may be laying their cggs on the Xiawe treses. The rough
bark of this trece makes it difficult to find this catorpillar, so I have not iden-
tified it,

An unimproved corner in tho southcast end of the park is now covorcd with a
mass of different kinds of grasses and weeds up o 4 foot high., Most of thoso aro
ripeoning scod, and it makcs a fine placo to watch and find which plants the birds
profor. At prosont the riccbirds arc busy on the scod of the grass (Sotaria vorti-
cellata) and the weed (Chonopodium album). Later when the ground is cleared the
doves will foed on tho sced on the ground, but wo will bo unable to tell which sood
they are taking.

The Girl Scout Troop has asked the Hawaii Audubon Socieby to advise on what to
plant on its recently acquired property at Paumalu to attract birds. While the
seed gathering of native plants for the Wildlife Refuge is being continued the
Society members can give considerable help in this, Seed of imported grasses and
other plants for this purpose can be collected. The Girl Scouts can work up & won-
derful bird food garden and collect much interesting information. The two institu-
tions can thus cooperate in scientific research, Lack of funds is at present hold-
ing up work in Kapiolani Park, and the Wildlife Refuge is consequently suffering
delay.



In conjunction with others I am spending a few hours each week on the lower
slopes of the ridges of Diamond Head. In the 3% mile circuit of the base of the
hill there are about 50 of these ridges. They fan out at the bottom in a more or
less degres making considerable ground to be worked over for native dryland plants,
This exceedingly interesting work will take some time, perhaps years, to fully ac~=
complish, An army trail about a mile long on the west side, a topographical map
and photographs from the eir are giving great help. As time goes on I shall have
some intersesting reports on this.

-=-000000~~=~

LETTERS AND NOTES

Kipapa trail: Bird walk, June 11, 1950. According to the City Librarian, Kipapa
means pavemente. The trail is six miles long and eventually connects to the south
end of the sumnit trail.

A beautiful day for hiking! From 2 AM. I was constantly awakened by the
inner excitement of the possibiliby of being on a tropical trail -~ a trai]l untouched
by poison ivy, or infested with chiggers. At last, at 6 A,M. when I heard the
white=oyes so busily chirping and flitting around in the Christmas berry trce grow=-
ing near my boedroom window, I arosc and proparoed myself for the walk,

Mr. Norton was the lone hiker waiting at the Library whon I arrived there. We
were happy to have Mr, Browster and Mr. and lirs, Horn from Now York City join us.
When Miss Campbell and lirs and Mrs. Portor came in from Kailua, and with Miss Hatch
and myself, wo had nine enthusiastic birders, so we started for Kipapa. Waianae
Rango was hazy, but Iit. Kaala was clear of clouds. Tho car seemed to travel so
slowly and yot so fast whon I saw an African Tulip or hoard a pheasant, Finally,
wo turned right on route 113 and wont on through cane and into the pincapple fields
with deep gulches all around us. Miss Campbell and Mre. Norton darcd the eroded
hill and drove us to the boginning of the trail.

As wo walked along the trail, the tropical groen of the uluho and the silvory
greon of the distant luwltul nut trec as a background for the gracoful swaing of the
koa branches, took our attontion away from the innumerablo miniature gulches into
which we wero falling, Tho lchua was almost over its splendor, but we found a tree
still covered with tho scarlet blossoms. While we wore watching the power of
nature's survival of tho fittest, we heard, "ho-ho-hokekyo," ths over-present but
over~-invisible bush warbler., We looked at each other and laughed; & humble, irri-
tated, challenged, or amusocd laughter?

Bofore we had time to focus our attontion to another wonder of nature, we were
sadly made awarc of man's folly. The cvidences of waste from last yeart!s fire were
all around, and still tho young campors left an opon fire partially smothored with
dirt, Fortunately wo found water so we madc surc that overy bit of tho fire was
out, and on our way back Mr. Porter had an opportunity to talk to the boys. Last
yoar's firo burned away such a largo arca that as we walked into the trail the
gulch on the right looked 1like a ghost town, Tho charred branches depicted a des-
olate, hopeless picturc, but the desporate struggle to survive mado by tho tender
shoots of the strawbcrry guava somchow scemed so personal. The effocts of the fire
were go cvident; we hoard the birds, but fow of us saw any until wo walked boyond
the burncd arca.

At this timo last year, Amalkihi werc plentiful at Kipapa and it was a dolight
to be on the trail and watch tho yollow bird flitting through tho lohua and koa,



and hear its melodious song., But this year we only heard the birds. Maybe they
have taken over other grounds for their homes.

Liothrix is so difficult to remember. Mr. Brewster seemed so undisturbed to
call a Hill robin a Liothrix. He knows Liothrix lutea (Scopoli) as liothrix, but
until 6/11/50 this babbler was always called a Hill robin, so when I saw one of
these handsome birds on wing, I quickly had to remember that it was Liothrix in
flighte We heard its "chack, chack, chack," the alarm notes, and its pleasing song,
and we often wondered whether we were hearing a Chinese thrush, but when the thrush
sings, there is no mistake, Chinese thrush is so much more melodious, and on three
different occasions we heard it,

The most surprising moment of the walk was when we heard an unususl musical
songe I wondered whether I heard the unidentified babbler of Poamohoes Then when I
heard the loud call note Munro describes as "creaking of a wheelbarrow but a 1ittle
more musical," I realized that the Iiwi was around and healthy enough to sing very
loudly, The most exciting and happy experience was at the end of the walk when an
immature Elepaio came and bid us farewell. Ho preened his feathers, fearlessly
looked at us, then ignored us and continued flitting from branch to branch in pur-
suit of insocts,

We did not see very many birds, bubt we surely hecard plenty of them. At the be-
ginning of the trail, where the cashew nut trees are planted, we saw many linnets
flying about among the charred lohua and koa. I hope, oventually, the other birds
will return to this area. - Unoyo Kojima.

Honolulus Notes on Letters in The Elepaio - Letters from H, Paul Porter in the Ele-
paio of March this yoar and Edith Kemblo in the llay issuc are interesting. I have
had the same cxporionce with frigate birds hero at Hibiscus Drive on tho southwost
corner of Diamond Head as they had at Koko Head.

During the wet southerly weather these birds scem to come down the northwest
coast of Oashu and come in over the land at Diamond Head, Thoy ovidently find favor-
ing wupcurrents of air over the cratcers of Diamond Head and Koko Head and may also
do so along tho northern coasts, They probably can stay indefinitely on the wing
if thoro are upcurrcnts of warm air on which they can float without exertion. At
night they no doubt have to como to their roosting island to roste. Thoy arc prob-
ably on thoir way thero when scon over tho two craters, where thoy tarry to rost
thoir wings after thoir long flight from Kaona Point against tho wind.

My notos taken on Docombor 10, 1949, aroe: "It was cloudy and had beon raining
whon I saw about 30 Frigate birds soaring round and round near Diamond Hoade. Thoy
moved scaward but returncd éver the hill, While watching and trying to count them,
othors came flying in from tho sca at a lowor lovele Thoy flapped thoir wings till
they joined the soaring birds, thon circled like tho others with umoving, out-
stretchod wings. Soveral lots camo in two or threoc at a times Aftor circling round
tho crator for awhilc thoy moved off towards the oast,."

The frigates from Moku Manu evidently change their route to the north side of
Oahu during southerly weather. Another observer at the southeast end of Oahu noted
their absence on their usual route at that time. It will be interesting to know if
they fly from IMoku Manu, their home island, right around the northwest coast of Oahu
or cross the island at some place northwest of Honolulu. I think the former is
probably the casa,
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Edith Kermble's notes about the white birds on the c¢liff at the Makapuu end of
Waimanalo and the whales off the east coast of Oahu are also of interest., Twice
when passing the cliff at the place mentioned by Edith Kemble my attention has been
called to these white birds on the cliff, bub T have never caught sight of them my-
self befors we had passed., I concluded they were tame pigeons in a semi-wild condi=
tion., Wild rock pigeons are commonl on other of these islands, but why the large
proportion of white birds if thoy are rock pigeons? I don't think they are tropic
birds, but it is possible they may be .

Though I have been at sea a good deal I have seen whales only in the channels
around Lanai and never accompanied by birds. It is possible, however, that the dis-
turbance in the wator caused by the whales may be favorable to the food supply of
some of our soa birds. A small school of whales has also been reported by lirs. C. E.
Moyer off the coast of Oahu recently, probably the same family. Further notes on the
throe subjects mentioned by Edith Komble will be welcomed. A wonderful sight some=
times to bo seen in March, the whales! mating season, off Koko Head is the hump=
backed whalc in its moting frolic. It dashes madly around slapping itself with its
18 foot fin. OSometimes this is mistaken for an attack on it by the thresher shark
or swordfish, or both combined, However, Dr. David Starr Jordan, an cminent sea
1ife authority, found long ago that it is roally o mating frolice. Iy brother, Jomes
Ge Munro, once saw this off the const of Molokai. The most spectacular scens I have
socn mado by wholos was two large ones, not humpbacks, "breaching" i.e,, Jjumping
clear of the wator, "but that is another story."

Would that we had other correspondents over the islands who would take the
troublo to writc their experiences to the Editor of "The Elepaio." It would add so
much more to tho value of our publication. == G C. Munro.

----- 0000000=====

AUGUST ACTIVITIES:

FIELD TRIP: August 13th, to Pa Lehua (Ewa. end of tho Waianact!s)e. Meot at the
Library of Hawaii at 8:00 AJM, bringing lunch (and car if possible). The group will
tale the lower trail, having followod tho ridge routc a fow months ago, and should
find moroe birds, if loss spectacular scenorys

MEETING: August 21st, Staff Work Room of the Library of Hawaii at 7:30 P.lle
The study group will pursue further the subject of classification.
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