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One awakes to the sound of the Myna, an introduced species which in all open
inhabited places is now the commonest bird, with the possible exception of passer
domesticus, The Myna has a loud, mostly harsh, but partly somewhat sweet song,
and its behavior is interesting, It walks, runs and hops (all threel) about,
usually in pairs and these appear to engage at times in noisy territorial disputes
with one or more other pairs, Instead of flying up when cars approach, the lMyna
merely runs and hops a few steps aside to allow the ear to pass - just in time.

Before long two other species are added to the new observer's list, These are
the North American or Kentucky Cardinael, and the Mejiro(white-eye), The Cardinal,
with its brilliant, loud song is prominent everywhere, except in the deep woods,
amd according to my impression, even there at times, Its song is the same as on
the continent except that apparently (and unless two residents, one an experienced
observer, were in error as to which species was singing) some individuals have
added two phrases from the song, much more limited in variety, and softer, of the
Brazilian Cardinal, which is also fairly common on Oshu, These two phrases arse
almost the entire song of the South American species, so far as I could observe or
could learn from resident observers, and sound like "sh'wee-sh'wa, sh'wee~sh'wa",
an upward followed by a downward slur, the whole once repeated. I have never heard
anything like this from a cardinal on the mainland, Apparently the species is in
process of extending its repertoire slightly by imitating a part of the song of
the related species., (This needs further checking, I think,) The two forms,
which have slight visual resemblance, since the Brazilian is gray and white,
frequently occur closc together, :

The White-eye is widely distributed, both in the cities and in the forests,
It sings & high-pitched, swcoet but somewhat twangy, rathor formless song, a fairly
prolonged serics of notes nearly on the same pitch, with an accent (or slight rise
of pitch?) every fow notes =~ a feature which does not recall any song known to me.
The whitish eye is fairly conspicuous, and the neat, plain green garb is obvious
when the bird oxposes its back to view, The White-cye is though by sane to be &
serious threat to native birds bocause of its wide distribution end adaptability,
Certainly it must intensify competition for food, if not for nesting sites,

So far we have mentioned only introduced song-birds, which arc indeed about
all that are met in the towns., The indigenous spocies most likely to be noted in
onet's first explorations into the country is the Elepaio, a flycatching, wron-like,
rathor loudly whistling and scolding little creaturc, The wrendikeness consists
in the cocking of the tail, and also in a habit of constant motion, short little
flights from twig to twig, like a North Amcricen Warbler. My wifc reported she hed
seen what appearcd to be a wren in a tall tree, end later I realized sho must have
scon hor first Blepaio. The song resembles somewhat that of certain tyrant fly-
catchors of the mainlend, a loud whee-wheeoh, startling in its omphasis if it comes
from noarby, Theo bird also announces its presence with a varicty of call notes,



77

Alas, tho Elcpaio is tho only native songbird that is commonly met with, apart
from certain sports in tho doop woods., But soveral fine introduced spccies are
fairly common away from the townss The most notable of these which I have heard
arc two, tho Japanese Bush Warblor and the so-called Pekin Nightingale (not a night-
ingalec), also callod the Japanese Hill Robin, though it is not Japanese or a robin,
being - & Babbling Thrush (order Timoliidae) from Southern Asia, Theso delightful
songstor would grace any country, I heard the Bushwarbler but once and failed
to soe the singer, Yet after discussing tho song with a koen observer of long
oxperienco in the islands, and reading several books in which the song is deseribed
I cannot doubt the identification, One hears a mysterious, exceptionally low pitch=
od note, repeated or prolonged with a curious rolling effect, followed by a couple
of musical phrases much higher in pitch (octaves higher, as it scomed to mc),
Sometimes the song begins with tho high notes and the low=pitched one is then added,
followed again by the high finale. The low noto is unique among songs known to me,
being actually low onough to make one think of an owl, though it is more nusical,
There is only one song that I know of which offeors tho dramatic contrast of this
one, and that is the nightingale's with its joyful jug~jug notecs and its thin,
drawn-out plaintive ones., But in the Bush Warbler!s uttcrance therc secmed to me
to be no sadness, but only mystery and delightful surprise, Since I did not sece
tho singer, how do I know what it was? For days I did not.e But then I was told
by Miss Grenville Hatch that the Bush VWarbler had some oxceptionally low=-pitched
notes, eand thet it was considored one of the good singers in the islands. Also I
was able to oxclude tho only bird I had secn at theo timc of the singing, a Pekin
Nightingale, oy leaming to know its entirely different mode of singing. This
narrowed tho possibilities, Further, among the "good singors", the Chinese Thrush
is said by scveral authoritics to sing very much liko the Pokin Nightingale, so
it could be oxcludede Then I recalled that Northwood seys tho Bush Warbler's song
bogins with a "thrilling low note" followed by "teeter, teoter", dying away at the
ends Now true, I did not quite detcet the "teetor, teeter", but the thrillingness
and lowness of the opening note wes exactly what I had experienced and the vowel
and consonant sounds of "tecter" arc at any rato high-pitchod, so that basically
tho structurc of the song I heard, procisoly in what was most distinctive about it,
was furnished by the description, Somewhat later conclusive evidence came whon I
learnced that tho Japenocsc consider the bird one of their boest singors and that thoy
render its song "Ho-ho ho~kekkyo", The threc "ho's" by the low pitch of the vowel
end the lack of sharp consonants again indicated the very low piteh and also the
repetitious or rolling offect; while the "k's" and "o" are high=-pitched,

The Pekin Nightingale, which I heard repeatedly, in several places (possibly
in some instences confusing it with the Chinesc Thrush, said now to bc rare), and
saw singing, is a chamming soloist, Hore is not sharp contrast of any kind, but
e wondorfully swoct voice, oxquisitcly modulated and varied up and down the scals
over rather small or moderats intorvals, and elweys fairly high, nothing like
"ho-ho" over appearing, Each song unit lasts about as long as the song of the Rose=
breasted or Black~headed Grosboak of tho mainlend, but thore is considerably more
variety from one unit to tho nexts The voice has ell the sugary sweotness of the
Grosbeak's but is more musicai, The song is elso a bit more deliberate than the
Grosbeak®s, in this being morec like the Scarlet Tansgor®s, It does not move up
or down thoe scale, but simply variss rofroshingly and gently, in pitch,

At times & half dozen birds sang at once oi the mountain side of Tantalus,

back of Honolulu, (I am very grateful to Wr, Charles Dunan for introducing me to
this most beautiful spot, which I visited twice). I saw several individuals, easily
identifiable with their rod books and small sizoc (thus ruling out the very different
appearing Chincse Thrush, the only other possibility), one of them singing as I
watched it...anothor obscrver found, as I did, that this moutain side contains many
Pekin Nightingales but fow, if any, Chincse Thrushes. Never-the-less, still another
obscrver held that the songs were mostly coming from the letter bird., If that is
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truo, then tho two spocies sing more alike than any two specics which arc otherwiso
so divergent, In any case tho description I have given cannot bo cssontially
incorrect of the bird I saw repoatedly.

The two songs just doscribed, Bush Warblor's and "Nightingale"'s, arc very
finc songs., These arc introduced birds, and alas it is not casy to hoar much olse
but introduced birds on Oahu. In the wildor portions of the island and oven more
on Hawaii (one is told), occurs the Apapano, a lovoly honoysucking croature of red
and black that haunts the flowering troes, If its song had moro varioty and com=
ploxity it would rivel thet of any bird, Rightly docs one¢ torm its notes "flutoe-
like" and say of than that thoy aro always swoet. The opening notes of the song
have a brilliant livoliness, somothing liko that of the western meadowlark (ostab=
lished in a fow places on the island) and giving & similar improssion of magical
joys Tho song, howover, closes with a somewhat lowecr pitched noto rapidly repcatod
in what one observer cells a musical chuckles This chuckle gives theo effect, not
of humor, but of sweet joyousness, honcyod delight, The combination of mecadowlark-
like musical gymnastics with the simple repetitive finale makes the snng sharply
distinctive, impossible to confuse with any other. But alas, it is said that the
bird just repcats the pattern over and over, Observers scom to agreeo that there is
no repertoiro of widely differont songs at the command of cach individuel bird, as
with the meadowlark or song sparrow of tho continent, However, when meny individualse
sing at once, as is said to occur often, thore is onough diversity between them to
produce & chorus rich in beauty, since in tonal quality the bird leaves nothing to
be dosirods But becausc of tho mmotony ono cannot class it with the supcrlative
avian musicianse It should be said that the forogoing doscription is based entirely
on a tapo-recording made by Mr, William Ward of the Bank of Hawnii, who has achieved
oxcellent resulbs with an ordimary machines Mr, Ward says the quality of the song
is not done full justice by tho recording, My fecling, however, was that in more
tone quality nothing could be much botter,

Tho original thrush of the islands was said to sing very well, and it may still
be possible to hear it on somc of thom. A song one often hoars is the sweetl happy
rolling notes of the "linnot" or Californin Housc Finch. It is loss common than the
Whito Eyc, but is well establishod, and it has the merit of appcaring in places in
citios where otherwise thore might be no bird music worth mentioning, or perhaps at
most the song of tho Cardinal and no other, On the grounds of the Kemchamcha
Schools back of Honolulu I heard the unmistakable gushing song of the mocking-bird
(Polyglottus)s Whon I made out the singor, he was observing me narrowly, and he
continuod to do so for some time. Never-tho=less he could not have beon thinking
that I had a familiar air, as having just come from the land of his ancestors!

The far-famed Shama of India, supposod to be cstablished on Kawai Island, and
sometimes rcported from Oahuy; I was not lucky onough to hoar or sco, No onc seoms
to have investigated tho status of this bird on Kouvai,

Thorc is pathos in tho absence, in most parts of the islands, of oven those
native birds which have survived extinction and, for the immediate future at least,
appear safe, Nor arc the introduced birds as yot numerous enough to makoe the region
appear abundant in bird life, Still, as my account may suggest, many boautiful
avien voices cen be heard, and the fact that they are drawn fran most major parts
of tho world mokos this a unique wild zoo as it werc, of croaturcs amidowcd with the
two gifts of rusic and flight,

(Bosides my indebtcdness to tho persons mentioned in the abovo, I wish to acknows
ledgoe that to Mr. Paul Porter, Without their aid my week in the Islands would have
taught mo little about the songbirds of the reogion., They have given me treasurc for
e lifotime, CH)
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REPORT ON THE AUKU, The auku, or black-crowned night-horon, is & local inhabitant
(Judd strcot, Honolulu), but for several weeks thoy have not boon here. They fly
down tawards the sea at night-fall, and squawk, ospecielly if I am running water.
They scem to enswor mo when I call back, During the war we timed our black=-out
time by the aukue In cloudy woathor they fly much lower, but on April 1lth, when
I was watching for them they wero not to be scen or heards I don't think thoy ever
sing, but onc night a fow months ago a party held at a swimming pool in e neighbor's
gardon ovidontly disturbed thom, for thay werc squawking and scemed to be circling
the pool as lete as 1:00 a.m, I concluded that thoy nested in the tamarind tree in
that gardon. For a yoar and a half the little stroam ncarby was dried up during
construction work, and the auku wore ncver seon while the stroam was dry. Howovor,
they returncd with the water. Thoy arc usually thc last to call at night and the
first in tho morning,

Alico M. Macintosh,

RORERT R. SHEEHAN, writing from Midway to Georgo C. Munro, sayss “...Tho weather
here at Midway has bcon execoptionally warm this wintere It may be for this roason
that our birds arc rotuming to the nosting grounds carlier this scason than last,
The Sooty Terns began arriving 25 February and they are still (18 March) flying in
a circular pattem making an unearthly dine, Theoy worc obseorved landing for the
first time 17 March, but they were up and away in a fow minutos, Last yoar they
didn't appear until 1 April, The Pacific Golden Plover is teking on its summer
cont. Tho Rod~tailed Tropics began to arrive 26 Fobruary, somo throe woeks oarlior
than last year. They are noav boginning to ncst, but no eggs have yet beon reportod,
The Wedgo-tailecd Shearwator commenced arriving 15 March, and thoy wore hoard making
thoir corio call the night of 18 Merch., Finally menaged to work out the incubation
period on the Laysan and Black-footed Albatrosses. Tho Blackfoot on 25 oggs average
65,2 days. Tho Laysan on 32 oggs average 64,5 days,

THE DAWN WATCH, April 13th

It will bo most interesting to read tho full report of a projecct of Woblo
Rollin of tho Bird Roscarch Station at Glanton, Northumberlend, Engleand, who under=
Yook a cooperative world-wido recording by ornithologists and mere lowly bird=lovors
of first calls and songs at dawn on Eastor Sunday, A lotter from lir. Rollin roached
us two days before April 13th, too late for a spociel meeting to bo callod, but the
tolophono was useful and some roports worc madse by Hewaii Audubon Soc iety members,.
Thenks are duc to our two newspapers, the Honolulu Star-Bullotin and the Honolulu
Advertiscr, who heoard from Mr, Rollin indopcndontly and told him of our socictys
The Star-Bulletin publishod a roport of the bird-listoning on April l14th, Mr.
Charles Dunn, en Auduboner on tho Star-Bulletin staff, assistod in the rocordings.

Porhaps othor records will be sont in, as well as thoso rccorded below, They will
be welcome, no matter how late, Dusk recordings wore also wanted, if possible, as
well as last flight,

Timcs Dawn occurred at 6:14; sunsct at 6:50
Weathors Some rain intormittently light and heavy in tho valleys and on
the heights, graduating to nonc on the shoros,

Reports:

Charles Dunn., Tantalus Drive; olevation 1000 feet; wind 20-22 misper hour;
rain falling, :

a.me Calls at 5:17: Chineso Thrush; 5:28 Elopaio; 5:30 Mynah, Dove end
Cardinal; 5:32 Pokin Nightingple; 5:34 Liothrix lutea, At 5:34 all were in song.
5:45: Cardinals strong in number,
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Priscilla Harpham, Tantalus, Elewvation 1350 feet; kopt her cars open in
the midst of absorbing dutics and heard Elopeaio first, at 6:00,

Edwin H, Bryan, jr. Manon Valloy, Tantalus-side, About 500 foet clovdtion;
sky overcast, light rain falling,

a,m. 5:30 shrill song of cdardinal: Richmondena cardinalis Linn,, "sce-me,
sec-mo, look-at-me, cheer, cheer.," 8oon after bopgan the chanting of doves, the
"eall-a=-ca, caw=caw=-caw" of the little barred dove: Geopelia strista (Linn)
and the doeper noto of the Chinose or laco-neck dove: Stroptopelia chinensis
(Scopoli)e Those throaty chants in timo punctuated by the sce=-saw chatter in
typical starling fashion by a pair of mynah birds: Acridothercs tristis {(Linn.),
safely out of the rain under the sheltcr of a roof,

Blanche Podley, Woodlawn, for into Manoa Valley; about 200 fect clovation,
feme 5:43, 2 eardinals calling, also at B:45; 5:47, mynah call; 5:48,
cardinal calling frequently; 5:50, mynah, also at 5:52; 5:53, two linnets called
and continucd nav and then; 6:04, cardimal singing; 6:04, white-eycs Heavy rain
set in and only cardirmls and linncts con tinuod until 6:10 when & hill robin joined
in, A%t 6:12 a Chinesc dove; 6:13, white-eyc ard mynah; 6:15, two doves; 6117,
a mynahs 6:21, the rain came down heavily = no furthe music until it lot up,

peme 6:50, Cardinal; 6:51, Cardinal and mynah; 6:52, mynoh; 6:58, cardinal,
7:10, mynah,

Charlotta Hoskins, Upper Monoa Valleys elevation about 600 foot, Cloudy,
cool,

a.me 5:50, Kntucky caerdinals calling, at least 6 individuals; 6:00, whitoe-
eyos too numerous to count, calling; 6:10, Kentucky cardinals, singing. Heavy
downpour began at this time, no calls or songs hoard again until late forcnoon,

Grenville Hatch, Wilholmina Risc. Elcvation about 500 fect, wind NNE,
7 mi, per hre, with gusts of about 25 mi. per hres Temperaturc 64°F,

a,me 5:40 call, Kentucky cardinal; 5:48, sparrow; 6:04, mynahy 6:20,
barrcd dove, Songs bogan about 5:41, with the cardinaly 5:50, sparrow; 5:52,
white=oyej and 6:¢09;, mynah,

Mergarct Titcomb, Punchbowl, About 300 foot clevation; sky fairly clear,
patches of light cloud,

Qeme 5:45, calls, Kantucky cardinal; 5:55, small birds twittering (young
sparrows?), 6:04, dovos; calls changed to songs about 6:00; 6:10, cardinal much
reduccd in volume, only two birds at any timo; 6:11 onward, doves and smoll birds
frequent,

pemes 6:45, doves froquent; 6:46, mynah; 6:50, cardinal, songy dovos con=
tinuing; mynnh continuing; 6:55, twitterings; cardinal, a half songj doves
continuing. 56, cardinal; 7:00, mynah (last sound of any bird)s At 7:00, o
last £light obscrved - & myneh,

Alico M, Macintosh, dJudd streot, Elcvation abcut 60 fect,

Petie 6300, The mynah and Brazilian cardinal took turns both calling and
singing; the Japanese white-oyc kopt up till it was almost too dark to sec color
in the sky, All the doveos, and a fow teme pigoons that arc usually recleased at
that hour to cirele the neighborhood, Iad already ceased singing,

pems 6:10. A family of white-cyes, 2 parcnts and 2 or 3 young, flying about
among the bushes, cvidently teaching the young to fly. The lattor wore twittoring
excitedly and meking fiuttering, short flights, the paronts singing and chirping
vigorously in the mecenwhile,
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pem. 6:35 Whito-cyes continued for about 10 minutes after the cardiml was
quicts Then the mynah scemed to be imitating thc cardinal,

pems 6:50 Mynah the last to call = just once. (Nono of the usual sottling
bustle among the mynahs this evening}) Weaited a long time, listoning for the
croack of the auku, or blacl-crowned night~heron, but for several weeks they have
not flown over.,

All of those obscrvations were mado in residential arcas. To hear native
Hawaiian birds one must go up to thec hills into the native forost, about 1500
foet elovation. As Mre. Bryan said, "It roquircs a herdy bird~lover to be high
on tho mountain slopes at or bofore dawn on & drizzly Easter morning." Howover,
it might be done another year if the result scomed to be worthwhile, It has beon
done frequently for the annual Christmas count,

All tho birds rocorded wore introduced, excopt elopaio, which is friendly
onough to come down a bit from the hoights,

THE BIRDS OF MT, FUJI {cont'd)
(As rclated by Keisuke Kobayashi to €. M, Fonncll)

The fog and light rain suddenly turmed into a hoavy downpour and we hastily
beat a retreat to the shelter of the hut at the First Station to apgain build a
firoe and dry our clothos. During moments of "open windows" through the fog and
deluge surrounding us we could look down the slopes of the mountain towards Subashiri
and soc tho sun shining at the lower levels., The scone bockoned us and we shortly
loft the hut to seck milder, more promising climes belaw,

On the way down we found the nost of a Narcissus Flycatcheor within the largo
cavity of a dead tree stump and the hammock=like nest of a White-oye among bushes
alongside the trail,

Subashiri was attained around five-thirty and, since there was still plenty of
time bofore dark, we plungod into ths surrounding wooded arca to search for the nost
of the Gray-headed Thrush,

We were extremecly fortunate mnd, almost at oneo, found a nest situated approx-
imatcly six foet above tho ground on a branch of an oak tree, thickly overgrown
with vines of Akebia quinata, One of tho birds was brooding on the nost and, by
stoalthily crawling on my hands and knecs, I was able to approach till within four
foet, At that range the brooding bird, even though it crouched as low as possible
within the nest, was oasily and readily distinguished as the femelo,

The Gray-headed Thrush is almost idontical in eoloring and markings to the
Brown Thrush, differing only by having a narrow, yollowishe-white stripe above the
eyee This suporciliary mark is quitc outstending in the winter but in the summer
plumege, particularly in the femalo, narrows considerably and is very difficult to
discorn in the field, However, at this closc range, it was cloarly visible and I
had no doubt as te the identity of the bird,

The cggs of the Gray=hoaded Thrush arc, also, nearly, if not wholly, identical
with those of tho Brown Thrush and quite impossiblc to tcll apart unless observed
attonded by the adult birds thomselvos,
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The brooding bird, in this case, finally flushed from the nest and we found
it to contain throe oggs of a very beoautiful bluish-grecn ground color heavily
spotted with reddish brown.

Upon ewaking the following morning (28 May), wo agein found the mountein
heavily enshrouded in fog and the forusted slopes dripping and thoroughly soaked
from a heavy rain which had fallen during tho night., Becausce of thesc conditions
wo docided, rather than to wenture into the heavy undorgrowth higher up, to visit
the nearby, moro opon, wooded aree surrounding Sengen Shrine in ordor t hear the
parly matins of the feathered choristers.

The woods fairly rang with tho calls and songs of the Narcissus Flycatcher,
the Japanoso Gray Thrush, the Japanesc Great Tit, ths Paradisc Flyecatchor, tho
Japanose Bush Warbler, the Davisonts Ground Thrush, the Long=~tailecd Tit, tho
Varied Tit, Temminck'!s Crowncd Willow Warbler, the White-oyo, Pigmy Woodpecker,
Willow Tit, Ashy Minivet, Brown Thrush, ote, Of the all, tho vocalizations of
the Davisonts Ground Thrush was most outstanding with its cloar, clarion-~like,
whistled "chob!o=o=0=-0o=ich'ii" Just for fun and the record, I notcd the number
of calls by my watch and found than to total twonty-two in o single minute's times

TO BE CCNTINUED

ok Xk ok

PUPUKEA FIELD TRIP, On May llth a smnll but dotormined group of bird watchers
started for Pupukeca, Thore were only two mecmbers, Miss Peterson and Mr., Norton,
and threce guests, Miss Horne, lMrs, Eastman and Scrgeant Groner, but a wonderful
though slightly damp trip wes had by all,

Upon arriving at our destination we found that a National Guard unit had
docided to hold mencuvers in tho same arca, so dospite the "Procecd at your own
risk" and "Live amnunition" signe posted along the roadway wc started our little
journey into the forest lande. A bit of comedy somewhat enlivencd our walk
when one of tho guests, Mrs. BEastmen, tomporarily lost a shoe and floundored around
in her nylons in tho mud-wuntil rescued by Sgt, Groncr, Miss Poterson wanted them
to do it all over again so that she could get some picturcs,

There worc numerous white~eye along the trail and the Kentucky cardinal wore
very large in sizo and of a very brilliant color, They put on a wondcrful perform-
ance flying from branch to branch and trec to troe,

If it were not for the rain that kept wetting us cvery now and then we would
in all.probability not have discovored an elepaio nest, It so happened that in try-
ing to oscape from a reather heavy showor wo hed paused in the sheltor of some trees.
Mrs. Eastman upon looking up into tho trce saw the nest with an elepaio sitting in
it. We wore 2ll surprised and pleased, and we must have caused a rathor noisy
commotion bocause theo bird apparcntly bocame fripghtened and flew owaye

After the rein had stopped 2 bit we decided to return to the road and eat
lunche While having lunch we were troated to a boautiful serenade by a very bril=
liant Kentucky cardinal.

The scarcity of various birds was due probsbly to the rains and the National
Guard meneuvers, but I believe another trip at o later and morc favorable time
ghould be planned, bocause tho Pupukca section is a very good birding arca.

H. Moco Norton,
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JUNE BIRD WALK: June 8, Meet at Library of Hawaii at 8:00 a.m., Decstimation
to be determined by weather conditions,

JUNE MEETING: June 23, Meet at 7:30 p,m, at Bishop Museum Library. Use
entrance from Kalihi street, Mr., Mace Norton in charge of discussion at this
meoting,

HAWAII AUDUBON SOCIETY OFFICERS: PRESIDENT, Miss Margaret Titcomb;
VICE~-PRESIDENT, Mr. Ray H, Greenfield; SECRETARY, Miss Ruby Munro,
TREASURER, Mrs, Blanche A, Pedley, BEditor, Elepaio, Charlotte M, Hoskins,
ADDRESS ALL MAIL TO P.O. BOX 5032, PAWAA STATION, HONOLULU 14, HAWAII.

DUES FOR 1952 ARE PAYABIR: Regular = $2,00 per amnum, Junior (18 years and
under ) = $1,00 por annum. Life - $50,00,



