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AFOOT AND AFIELD Tif HAWAII
(from Hilo Tribunc Horald, Decc. 17, 1950)

Somctimes the nicost oxperiocnces como by surprisec and moments onc troasuros
in memory arrive when onc loast oxpeets tham, Thus, whilc trovelling past the
large fishponds thot skirt Xa aniunaole Avo., the writer was suddonly awarc of
a large bird liko en ovorgrown plovor with long logs and o long bill curved
downwerds, scarching for food in tha short grass by the odge of ono of the ponds,

If tho bird hod koot still or if the grass hnd not beon so groon or if the
bird had not boon owtlincd ageins®t tho wator now and then as he rostlessly for-
aged for irnseets and ¢tasr small srooturcs, he would have oscapod notice; for his
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lator obsorvatious confirmod that this bird was o curlow, probably the
kioon or bristlo-tnighod curlow omce fairly common during the wintcor months in
Howatil buf acw rare horo,

Tho Howeiian nemo is probably, as is common with native bird namcs, an
attempt to rondor its cry in human spcoch. Thc English nomo rofors tc the stiff
bristlo-1ilc feathors which tho bird grows on tho upper parts of its legs. Tho
seiontific nanc, Nurcoius btahitiensls, or Pahitien curlew, hos intorosting his-
Lory ascoréing bo e Tminent ormithologist, Dr. Arthur A, Allen ("The Curlew’s
Scerct®, latoonul Goosraphic Magazine, Doc, 1948).

Approximotely ence in a hundred years the planoct Vonus makos o tiny celipse
or trangi® ~cross the faco of the sun. The Royal Society, o scientific organizn-
tion in England, wishedto have data of thc transit of 1796 rccorded from tho
South Pacific, among othor places, so sccurcd tho cooperation of the British
govormment to hove this and othor sciontific data obtaincd from Toahiti whilec
Captnin Cook was making his journoy of oxploration of the Pacific Occan arca for

the govornment,

Whilc tho astronomers werc busy with tho obsorwations, and Captain Cocl” and
his group werc ostablishing friondly trading rolations with tho natives, 8ir
Joscph Bonks, the naturclist of tho party, colloctod notural history spacimons,
ameng, thom the bristlo-thighed curlow.

Dr. John Latham, the ornithelogist who checkod tho bird specimen aftor=
wards in Englond saw that this was o now specics of curlew and namod it tho Ta-
hitian curlow.
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Today the kioca is no longer abundant anywhere in the world, nor has it
been numerous for a long time, though on somec Pacific islands it is much more
abundant then on any of the major islands of the Howaiioan group, with the possible
excoption of Niihau.

Dr, Honshaw claimed that it was uncommon on most of the Howaiian islands
as long ago os the 1890's. Goorge C. Munro states in his Birds of Hawaii that,
"I heard its unmistakablc ery only on Molokai and Kauai but found it not uncom-
mon on Niihau in November, 1939."

The scarcity of the specics partly explains why the ncst, cggs and young
of this bird worec the last to be made known to scicnece of 211 the birds known to
ncst in North America,

In 1948 o specicl cxpedition under the leadership of Dr, Allcon madc an
airplanc survey of the parts of Alaska considered to be the most likely nesting
placos for this speecics. 1In a thorough search of a finally close limited
arco the nest and later tho young were found, studied and beautifully photo-
graphed, for thesc particular birds had not known men and had no fear of him,

The nost was o shaollow doprossion in the tundra grasses and lichons., The
four dirty looking cggs, almost as large os pullct eggs, were so blotched with
varying shadcs of brown as to be almost invisible against the tundra. The samo
was truc of the cutc downy chicks after thcey hatched,

No one knows why the nesting area should be so limited in sizc whon the
rest of tho tundra looks cqually suitable for the kioca to use. Neither dous
anyone know why the kiost should be so searce when othor spocics of birds with
similar habits arc plentiful, especially as the kioea is morc ommivorous in its
food thabits than somc of these morc abundant specics,

Though formorly on the game bird list, it is now protected by law and has
for long boen &5 scldoir scen here by hunters that it was rarely shot on the Howeoii
an islands. ot of ils range covers islands sc romote that hunters do not go
therc, so hunting is not the major reason for its disappcearcnce.

Still, the kioce is not nearing cxtinction. As knowledgo of its nceds and
habits inecroase, perhaps something can be done to get it to increasc cr at least
to meintain itself in its prescnt numbers.

=====00000== ===

OUR MIGRATORY BIRDS
By George C. Munro,

Study of tho Pacific Golden Plover in Kapiolani Park continues., In
Volume 12, no.3, of "Elepanio®™, I tell of secing no plover aftor April 5, 1951,
Thoy had migrated for their brocding season in tho Aretic. On their reburn none
worc scen till August 10 and very fow till the 12th, when among others Moki and
Mcle, the pair differing in sizec were scen. The othor two pairs that were under
observations till they migrated also returncd bringing cothors with them, probably
younger birds. The old honds then 211 disappearced cvidently going on farther
south whilc the new birds staycd on. Their diffeorent aetion in flight, distin-
guishod them from the old lot, The now birds tock up the old beats but ehanged
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or widencd them considerably and had not settled down definitcly beforc they
migrated., I sow no ovidenecs of young birds arriving in the park in Septombor,
as when Moki and Mele appearcd in 1949, That pair cppoarcd again on April 20,
shortly boforc the migration, the diffcroncc in size could be scen when thoy
wore on the wing but I d4id not sec thom again to rscognizc them.

Enrly in April thoy bogan to colleet, ospccinlly in the ovonings, at the
north cnd of the pclo field wherc water lies aftor storms; twenty cculd be
countod thore, Iy wifc Jessic counted thirty thore ong day. Sho was out in tho
ovening of May 3 and saw eight, Fow werc scen after that, two on the 4th, and ono
on the 5th, and none since. An obsorver on tho cast side of the island did
not sco any after the end of April, It will bo intercsting if there is ovidenco
that the samc birds rcturn with the August migration,

4 curious incident was observed on November 4 in the ovening., I had been
intorostod in wotehing o singlc bird that aftor their arrival in August had taken
up o vory small boat cnclosed by a rcecent plantation of flewering ftrees. WWhon
disturbed it ecnsistontly clighted on this small arca, On this
oceasion thore worc two birds and onc was trying tchord the othor off the locality,
They werc going constantly, cnc following clesely on the tail of the other.

TWhon they renched the pavemont where cors wore parked on the road beside it, the
pursucd bird tuok wing and flow to the other side of the plot, The other follow
somctimes darting et it while they flow, Thoro was no attempt at attack or
fighting while on the ground. This was ropeated without variation for a con=
siderable tino whilec we watched thom., We wont on as for as the pele ficld and

on our return thoy worce still carrying on. It scemed as if another bird was
trying to drive cff the occupant which was detemmincd te stay with its cleim, Wo
watched them for scme time end when we loft they woro still koeping it up., Nest
morning thore was nc bird therc but in the evening whon I passed again, one bird
was staning noear the pavement and shortly sat down in the gross which is quite
unusual for thoso birds in tho park., Ancthor was off at o little distence, stand-
ing still, Both were ovidently cxhausted, As far as I cculd sco.neither took
up the beat apgnin and the area was tokon as part of o large arce used by nnother
pair which somctimes hod ancthor with it., It may be that semo of the birds
chonged during tho scason but there was cvidonee that somc stayoel right threugh
till the migroticn bock to the mainland,

In Octobor 1950 whilec the iunrcs and Carlsons of Lanad wors picnicking cn
the boach cn the onst side of the island, between the limestone promcntery and
soaward ond of Maunclei wvelley, some shore birds werc on the beach o short dis-
tancc away. According tc those gocd cbservers therc were five or six cdults and
twolve young birds, The young oncs werc foarless and would como close tc got tho
fcod thrown to them but the old birds called them back. One little fellow dis-
regarded the waming cnd kept cn its way, whercupen the old birds flew ahead of
it and drove it back, It was the cpinion of the pienickers that the young birds
were scarcely able to fly and cculd not have migrated from the Arctie whore thoy
broed, However, they eventually flew towards the land,

As necar os I ecan makg out from the doseription given, the birds werc
wandoring tettlers (Hoterccelus incanus). As told in "BElepaic”, Volumo 12, No.3,
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we kacw that large numbers of migratory birds landed ot the Lenai cirport last
Scptember, It my bo that those birds hal lately lendel on Lanci and were still
tircd frem thoir long flight., Alsc that in flying towards the land they wore
hoading for the west const of lenai whore it is rocky and botter suited for the
wandoring tettler than the cast side. If thoy wore wandering tattlers it is un-
likely thot they wore bred on Lanei, though that is possible. Thero is plonty of
open country though not so oxtensive cr as woll provided with focd as tho tundras
of tho Aretic during the summor,

If the migratory shorc birds make the lawn of the Lanai airpert onec of their
londing places cn Lanai nost August and Soptember and tho Board of Agriculturec
and Forostry take up banding thore we may obtain much valusble informoticon not
availabo beforos

=== =Q0000== ===
CAUTION I INSECTICIDE USE CAW AVERI HEAVY WILDLIFE TOLL.
(From Audubon Noewslottor No. 4, oy 1952)

Widesprond damnge to birds and other wildlifo can take pleco unless DDT
ond othor insceticides arc used with coution, the National Audubon Sceicty warns.

John H, Bokor, prosident of the Socicty, peinted out thot applications of
DDT during the nesting scason have rosultoed in cxtensive mortality of young birds.
He cited an articlo in the May=Junc issue of Audubon Magazine which dgscribes tho
cffects on birdlifc of spraying 600 ceres in Ponnsylvania with five pounds of
DDT in oil per acre. Bofore spraying, the populaticn was 3,2 birds por acrc or
128 on o 40-ncrc study plet, On the third day following gpraying only twe birds
could be found in the 40 acres,.

Stulics on & 30-scrc tract in Maryland rovealed that aftor spraying with
five pounds of DDT per aere, ¢ heavy application, tho population cf hirds de=
ercascd rapidly. Meryland yellow-throots woero roduccd 63 por cent in the first
24 heurs, prairic warblors werc decroeased by 93 per cent two days aftor spraying.
Tho throo commoncst sonpgbirds in the aren wors dovm in numbers by 80 per cont,

4s a rosult of numbercus survoys, theo Neticnnl hudubon Sccioty rocommends
thot spraying cf inscoticides shculd, if possible, be dome beforc and after the
major nesting scascn of birds, The Scciety snid that in casos where this had
boon dene, harmful offocts cn wildlife have boon reduccld materially, The Sceicty
alsc citod Fish =nd Wildlife Scrviecc roscarch which indicates that administration
of DDT in oil is throe times as leondly as when mixol with dry erystallicc powder,

Wy, Bakor statod that much of the damope which insecticides haveo inflictoed
upon wildlifu has been tho result of carclossncss. He cdded, "Some operators
havo cssumcd that, if a low ccncentraticn of an insceticidc is rogorded as suf=
ficiont to do the jub, & high concentration should do it better. Rescarch so
far indicatos that most light dosages of insccticides, such as cng=fifth pound
of DDT por acrc, or luss, have had littlo measurable offeet upcn birds cr mommals
though great adverse offoct on fresh-wator and morine life os woll as most insccet
lifo; therofore, inilirectly cn birls and mammols, including men,."
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The article by Dr, J. P, Linduska in Audubon Mapazine makes it clenr the
varicus kinds of wildlife react differently tc insceticides., Fish arc the most
susceptible te poiscn, reptilcs and amphibians come next, followed by birds,
then mommols, which are the mest resistant of all. It is also stated that cer-
tain birds arc morc resistant than cthers. Starlings and mallard ducks arc
mcre than throo times ns resistant to DDT as quail,

The National Audubon Socicty is particularly concerncd about the hest of
"supor bug killors" which ars coming on the market. It pointed ocut, for example,
that the crgonic phosphotes includes chemicals which are 75 to 100 times as dendly
o8 DDTe Tho Sucicty statod, "Tho increasing deadlincss of the chomionls now
boing dovelopsd for control purposes mekes it more important than ever that ox-
trome cauticn bo oxorcised in the usc of such poiscns in the out~of=dcors, Carce
lossneoss con enusc mistakes which moy toke o sovers tell of cur wildlife rescurcos,
Conscrvaticnists must be alert to the now dangers which face wildlife in o chene
ical world,"

swe==00000====u
BIRD SONGS OM NBC WEIWORK. Since Sunday, July 13, National Audubun Socicty has

prosentod a weokly radic program titlod "SONOS OF THy WILD", over the NBC not-
work, It con be hoard every Sunday from 11:45 am to 12 noon EDT through Scpt, 28,
The sorics is bascd on thoe famous Corncll rceordings and the commentariocs are fur-
nished by Roa King, redio and tolovision consultent for the Socicty., Mombers whosc
radics can pick up mainland stations will enjoy the broadeast and can probably
also pick up tho program, racorded, at other timos,.

== == =000 === ==

"WATER BIRDS", i Walt Disnoy truc-life adventurc in print by Technicolor, has

been roleased, Alive with oxeitoment, boauty and rare glimpses into the bohavs

of seaside and marshland feathered craturecs, Walt Disnecy's most spoctacular
Truo=Lifc Adventure, "Water Birds," is the fifth proscntation in the amagzing
sorics of wildlifc studics that have won acelaim the werld over. 4s with the pro=
ceding films in the group = the Acodomy Award Winners, "Soal Island", "Boaver
Valley," cnd "Nature's Half icre," and the rocently releascd "The Olympic Elk,"-
this latost behind=-the-scencs rovelation of naturc!s wenders is completely authen=
tic and no human lifc is shown, Reprosenting throe years of paticnt coffort by
sixtoon noted dmorican naturalistephotosraphers, and the cocperation of the Ameor=
icon Lududon Sceiety ond the Denvor liuscum of Natural History, the awec~inspiring
story is bonutifully drametized and the acticn highlighted by a striking musical
score climaxing in o thrilling bird ballect of the air.,

61610 010 T

THE 9,000,000th membor has been enrclled in tho Audubon Junicr clubs. Naney
Lee Bliss of Bedford Hills, N, Y. hit the 9,000,000 mark when she joined an
Auduben Club in the sixth grade at her lecnl schocl, Those c¢lubs, of which
thore arc new abovt 10,000 in North Amerieca, hove been onrolling boys and girls
sineo 1910 whan thoy wore founded by the National Audubon Sccicty, They are
foymed in s}l grodes from kindergarten through high=schecol, and in scout trcops,
summar camps, Sunday schools and aeighborhoed greups. Audubon Junicr Clubs
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inecluds in their scopo all branches of nature and conservation. They study plants,
inseccts, mammals, aquatic life, ete., as well as birds, and learn about soil
erosion anl forest conservation, because we cannot conserve wildlifc without
moking sure that its habits is in good condition. Wo have no Audubon Junior Clubs
(that the editor knows of = it would bo delightful to bo proved wrong in this
mattor!) but we could certainly meake o start by enrolling more junior membors in
the Howaii Audubon Society,

=== 00000= ===~

JULY FIELD TRIP: Tho morning of Sunday, July 13th, was not the most ideal onc for
o hike along a mountain trail, but soven of us braved the unpromising weathor and
took off cnthusiastically for Tantalus, Exeept for a fow sprinklcs as we left

tho cars and an overcest sky during most of the morning, the day turned out to be
a finc one, Proferring to do our climbing at the beginning of the trail whilo wo
were still fresh, we wont up the "hogback™ and returned along the Pauwoa end of
the trail,

Birding on tho Tantalus trails has often proved to bo disappointing and this
trip was no exception. Howover, the trail is always a beautiful one and had we
not heard a single bird, we would have fclt the day a good onc. Our malihini
rucsts werc quite intrigued by the two bamboo thickets through which wo had to
pPaSSe

The friendly and curicus elepaic wore froquently scen and heard along the te~
ail but the Liothrix, which we had hoped so much to sec, was very very shy. Ve
heard them all about us throughout the day, but it was not until we were on the
lower trail that Mr, Norton spotted the cnly one scen during the entire trip.

It was also along the lower trail that one of the puests spotted o small compact

noest in the fork of e branch overhanging the trail, By carecfully lowering tho

bronch, we woere able to see three beautiful blu¢ eggs with brownish-red spots in-
side tho nest. HNone of us was ablc to identify it and as it scemed teo be temporari-
ly descrted by the parents, we wore unable to docide what kind of nest it could

bo, Iator, after doing a little "rescarch" at home, we docided it must be the nest

of a Liothrix = a very bold Liothrix, indged, to have built her nest so near the

traill It was also along tho lower trmil that wo saw the yellowish-grecn flash

of an amakihi as it flew along thc trail below us,

We hoard an occasional cardinal calling to its mate as we progressed along
the trail and frequently heard the "toe=-tce-tea" of a white=eyc in a nearby trec,
Wo saw approximately fifteen clepaio, four white-cye, onc Liothrix and one
amakihi.

Blanche A, Pedley,
mmwae()0000ww=~-
SEPTEMBER FIELD TRIP: Doparting from custom, we shall meet at Kaneche ond of
Kailua Park, on wturdax, Soptember 6th, at 3:00 p.m.,, then toke off for the
island of Popoia, This is a delight not to be missed. Bring supper.

SEPTEMBER MEETING: At Bishop iuseun Library at 7:30 p.m, on Mondey, tho 15th,
My, B, H, Bryan, Jr. will summarizec the study evenings of the last fow menths,
If you have misscd some ovenings, heore is your chance to cateh up.
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