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IX. ilircls of 'the 01:en Country i-n Hawaii

During the wir:ter $err son nrigrntc.rry shore birds are rmch ln elvidence in Halretij-.
'i'he pasture and fallo'l lands are fav<lrite foraging ground for them, []te cheery ery o1l

the Paeific l;olden plover, generl).Iy knorln rrere as the kolea, can bc hea:'d as the
rica-ttered birds over thtl eount:'y rise in the ai.r and ili-rther j.nto large flocks. Thei::
lirabit is to sic..rtter over the l.and to feed, brrt repair to the coast in company iiencrail.,r
in 'i";he evening, It is presumed they go there to drink at the brackl.sh ponds ancl seer-'- I :
on the 'b,:ach. llhis habit spelt destruotion to them wiren shot as gane blrds in the l-i'r;
half ct:ntu::y. Blinds were bullt by the ponds they visiterl, decoys place out in the
rirt+r and tlre birds shot as trrey applorictrc'd tho clecoys. It \:;qs a poor requital fo::
-che vcr.y valuable work they were dOj-ng on the pasture and apricultural }ands. Hot'reve,:,
it is hoped. now that ar1 tha'b belongs tr: the past, and this valuable bird will be
protectecl over the rirhole ?acific. Then it vril} frequetrt our city lawns and he).p contr:l.
d,rr$"Lruc-Live insects.

Aocornpanying the kolea i.n large flocks is the nrddy turnstone or akekeke. lts
habi-b is <iifferent tYonr the kolea. It feerls over t}:e ground in ll-ocks, turning over
s'tones and rr-rbbish uri.th its biLl to s:e'L a.t tlro insects hiciden under them. \i/hen dis-
turbed the flock rj"ses in a bocly snd is quite spectacular as it wheels in the alr
sliowinir; the white markinfis to Streatev advo:ltnge'Lhal uiren on the g.round.

The curier,; is anotirer migrart that frequenie-.tl the pasture lands, especiallly of
!lc;-li:kiri. It seem$ to have di.sappeared from"bfre main ls1ands, probably from shooting,
(;ui-rr: a number stilt Jirequent irli-ihau, where all v,rild birds are protected.

Tire Hauaiiern ornl (pueo), ruhich, unli.ke most otiier orirhi, fiies around in the day-
tim{:, is a usei'ul bird and clestroys }arge numbers of mice. Its yolmg come in succes-.
sioir, hatching evirlently starts niren the firsi: eg,6 is-r 1alr1, I founcl a neet wi"Lir an egg;

an6 scveral chlcks gradi.ng in siae from nelaly hatr:hed to a young bi::d nearly Srorill.
[he ourl \ras 11 sacre,J bird to the ancient iJa'eiians. Once on Lanai my chi]d::en had a
trrme.r orvl , Its wtn6 trad trccn hurt and 1't v,ras unable to fly. It uras free, but came

rLr€rr.llai.Iy to the kltehen demnndlng flood. It was qui.te able to take care of itself from
tlogs antl cilts. It held them irr defiance ancl "bheiy vrere afraid of its sharp clavrs. It
ivould croucjr, spread 1ts vring so that olrly its eyes and bill showed bctween them, a

truly nenaclng attitude,



]5

Of the irnported birrls, tfre rnynah is the mos't conspicuous on the open lanri.s. It is
a g3reat forager'llo:'foorl zurtl uses every avenue -bo o'btain i"b. It follolrs grrss fires
r:nd ailr'i.criltural impl-ements to g<;t lnseci;s kil.led or disturbed. Stock are attended to
ge'tthe lnsects on them or clisturbed at tlreir feet, Despite its faults, it is a valu-'
e.ble bircl.

Iitrrylarko arid lirr:rets, both,lood s:Lnging birds, freq.uent the g::ass lands. 'Ihe
linnets fly to thei trees whcn disturbecl, br:t ti':e iarh stays in tire open, even to ma"L;i.ng

its nest in a llttle hollow i.n the sround. Chines:e, I'iongolian and Japa:rese phea$ants
are more or le$s mixed b;,, in'Lerbrereding. Sornetj.mos only an expc::t oan see the tra.ces
of thc diffc,:r'ent speeies, especrilll],' betlreen ti'x; Clrinr,:se and lir:n;;oJ-lan.

Celifornia vai.ley quail and the more recently ncclirnatized Sino-Jag,anese quai1.
hoth fo:i:a6e on the open Iands. fire latter stays v;ho.l-l.y j"nthe open, tire volie;,r quail
favors tree gro,,lth to some ex'Lent. r'Ylore recent introductj-ons of quail and partri.cliies
have been made br.rt al:e not well estatrlirhed yet. Tne r"ock pi-geon rcvertecl froin a tame
bir".ci to a uilrl state v;j-tli'tlre Ci:.rnese dove and barwingecl r,l.ove, are all ground feerler$ zi,.*
f.i:e,"1ucnt the pastur<-: landls, especinLly 1,he dry sections. The rock i;igeon rrrakes 1-[ home
j-n the shelter of eliff faces and flles to -bhe opon lancis to i'eed alntost entirely on
nt,ld seeds tlrougtr f have found rryire worms in the stomaclt of the barwin6led dove.

X. Terris of the Hau;aiian Grr:up

Tkiere arc no seagulJ"s in Fiavrali, tnough al-r]Is st;ra.p:gle hr:re from titne to tine,
r:,:;jecial,l.y tlre Foint Barror,i or glaucou* gril}. Attempts 'Lo introcluce gulls ha';e 'ireen

matle but lrnsucce$sively, no speci.es of gul.I ttavinrl become eetablisherl.

0f ti:rns, horverrer', closel.y ai-l.ied to 61.rl1.s, uie ho.vt) six speciers: the graybacked.
s':oty, i{ecker Islarrd, noddy, Hanaiian ancl white tern.

The grayba.cked 'tern has a wicle distribution j"n the Pacific but cloes not occur in
such la"r;te nr-rmtlr:rs as the sooty. It is present but trot colrrmon in tho maj-n group. It
lays one oijg on the ba.rr: sand, ev*n li-hen there is }i'bt.Le strcltor for the youli6 f::on the
maraucling frigate blrrl. thia may be one of th* rea"sons trrat it ctoes no-i; r'each tire
number of the sooty.

the Har,;,aii.an subspecies of the sooty tern is clis"hr:ibu'bcd in larile numbers ov€ii' trr
part of the ?acj.flr:. 0n Sancl Is-l-anci of i!ij-dr!i,ey, wtlere there I'ras only one small colony
in 18!I , ther.e are nov,1 eipjirh or n:Lne colonj.r:s:rrnning irt'to hundreds of thousands. It
is ailept.at select:ing rrel;-i;ing s:i.'tes, prelierably where there isi scat-bered grass tufts
among rryhich the young birds take refui4e frou the i.rb bacl<ing frigates rivhich must have
c:l.ear g:round to svloop down and serize theil r,ri,'[;ircxrt aligl"rting;. Ihe younfi when ha-bchecl

rrre ul.mos b ipvisible ns they J- j.r: pr:olre or:r tho sand. I once salT a colony about three
quar-[eri] of a mile ]on{i. At one end there r,vere chicks a}ruost ful} 4porvn, and at the
o-bhe::, ci'ri.cks jrrst hatcirin6l. At ano'ther place there nere si'bting birds at one end,
anrt a',1 'bhe other a sc::eatning ma$s o:f bircls on the wirrg preparj.nli to lay. Successivc
a:"r,ivini-t flocks laidthelr e6;gs at tho enc! of ttre coluun. Conserquently there nrjilht be

biros of all ages in $equence througlr the column frolr 'bj.rds nearly rei:,dy to fly ,ro egi;s:
just h*tching; or iia:Lchecl birds at; one end a^nd t)',.:ch eggs at tkre other. On irij-rltttpry these
birrls congroga."be in massi:s and are obl"ivious to clos;e passlng tritffic. Onl.y i,rhert

intrudeii on will they'talee v,,ing. Ihey v,iill stanrl b.v -biieir e*,Ift and scold vehemently rind
even pectrc at ont: rs fin6;ers j.f stretched d.oi';n to then.

The i'Jecker fs-land tern, or litl;te g.rrly tl:rn, io a beau'bif.ul }ittle gxay bird. It
is smaller than the vrhite te::n ancl hao'tire $anie fzuriiliay habi't oll flying, close to
inspect'l,he visi'tor. The Rothscltj.ld expedi'bion saw it only off the norbh coast of, l{auai
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anil at Nihoa fsland. [he;r almost cane aboard'tire sciroone:: there. f sarv them on the
Line islands in 191?4 ancl 1918 Uut in ver5' sma-ll nurnber.s. If it could O* *u126]jshr:tl
on islantls off Or*ru it uoulcl add to tire bea.uty and i-nterest of thelr witd life.

0n no islan0 have I sepn the common ilodci5r tern. irr siuch numbers as on t\.{a:rana ofil
l'laka-ottu HeeC. It melkes er nice shorrbhere anrl shouki br,: carefully preserved.

The liawailan tern li; about half the size of th,e 116cJ"dy anr* nerrrly the same color':
Cark body ariLr r,i'hj.tish ll:rehead. It is tne only sea bi:r:il. tfrat fj"shes to any exteiit
nea.:: tlie sltov'es of tiie maln is.l"snds. A1.l tlre othcrs;,.o to sea oI'out in the eharrnel-s.
ft follons the fishin{l sampans to prck up t}re srna}} :fj.sir ti:e frsherman th::'our crvr:r'board.
a.s a luz'el for the tune. the r.;lrite ter"n I hiave a-l.ready 1;reated on a-t l.en;;th in a for'i:,iur
a::ticl.e.

l,iost of i;h.e terns e;e'c thelr foorl by dashing rlovrn a"nd tryabblniq -bhe fish on -i;he

sur-faee of the l';ate:', hi+"ting ttre ivater",rj.th a splash but no,r divin6 und.er. tire white
'.bern is crediied i;ittr cirtelrJng its focd. in the air as t]:e sna,Il fish junps frcin the
r;rLter. nut iro',1 it can pa.ck r:ine or teri fisl crosswj-se in it.s bill as i'[ cr,itc]ir:s them i.s
sonevrhi;"-b ofi a puzzle. It is not only a beautifr.rl bird, but a clevel one.

Thi:se spr:ciers strould aJ.l bis enccurnged and::ermain a pprt of our of.ft,irnre birC.l"ife.

'Io be co:rti-nuecl
. 1ia.l--V. :

ii"il. .lli{r'ts VIr and VIli o:t this se::ies llere corribinr;rl j"n the Decembe:: }955 issue but,
not so mi:,rked.

-X:*'X")$f

I:ill.Lll iriLrll :.;:, :

IreiJ-d .irip - $unday, llovoniber ]-i, 1.955: irrjsent - iirar:o Gossarci (iiri-ve::), i:lu-Nil
Rockafviiorl and .rld. tf{ilsor:, rnaiahlt:i flon A:urapolis, i'iit::ylanil .

A+;8:1.5, thcse present left tiie f,i"brary of llavui:rii, and in succession, s"Loppod {i.r,
i:j-r'rr cor.n'r'bs a1; tht: lrtqon.iis,ate, ,:a}l I,a1<e, lr,laira]apra anct -i,hr mrrc] flats southrires'b oll
,:,'ai.pahtt a,bout i0:00 a.rn. (Iow 1i,de), tlien -fo:'-i"uircir to vicinity of Kaena Point clo-:e
uncle:' -L,lie l,'Jaianae itani;e ::otr:;'tii.ng ,.'ia ,:Ja1alr.ril, and ther 'ri.lamrl Highrrny to towrl.

Frcr,r the raik'cad l:firl4,e belcl,;. 'ilail-,ahrr ,:rel:e Secn -bwo natl"ve teen^:rgers each in
mak:r-:shi.'.it oti-ir1gger'.-type canoes ( sil,::et nreta-L *rrri 'ooards) hr:adintl do,irn.$-trea.m to a tand-"
ii'ti; cn-llre muti flats there, r.,here they staiked blrdls ni-tir slingishots, tising bot-bleri
pi,"1.-1,-:-1;s:['o:: aiuirur]ition. Ha]f an lloni'Irt,::r, tle.y retui:ned. rr1:stream. i,lo defini1iei kilt
lnas soeri. lliris d:.lta is srrbm:tted to'hire a:,r'or:p for consi.cieratiorr anC possible f.u:.'ttre:r:
::i: i t.r;n., 

l

fnc.Lr,rrie,i be-l-oil ar"e forty i{entucky cr:rdlnai.s counied j.n five rrirtrbes, 1:-15 - 5:40 _o,m.
thel1 er-re on]"y pai't of a f}:lght, pi.lssing tvricr: r16ri,1;,, over lrioanali-r.el .itidge }iousing, one
in tlie norn1ng Lor,,rarrl Pearl iJcrrbor tr: fE:ed &nd 'bho r:-Lirerv'vj"thirr the hal-f irour before
sunset r"eturn:i.n6r 'bo roost amonil the cac'btis aborre qjalt l,ake.
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Iielcl Trlp - lfovember 20,3.]r;J: fom ivrcGuit'r -Leil a rjl:oup of 2) ovel'a t:'aiJ- in t]re
l-oliier.L'a lehu"* dis-bri.c1; u'']::i-cl.r r/ii$ new country f'or nilrry of us. f'e foljolyed tire:'ua*
a,"ron't il mi-Les rlori,n j."rrxr tlie rar.lio $hation, 'l,iren cut back"to the right on a seldorn ri$ed
'i.;r'a,il ';Jirj.cl! took us tlu'origir some henlr't.tfrrlly vior.:cled and rlt".nsely foli"a.i:,ed hj.Ils. Iom
e:<i,iJ-a.i.rrecl tlrat a good cle.ql of tniEi area wa.{i planted by boys in the CCC p::og,r:rm ln. "brre

-:0rs. J,unch \ryi $ eaten at the :forJr oll 'Lhe road. Ernd tr'aii uiiicii 1lave $ome cf us an
op1,.o-r:.i;r"ll:i'by tcl ge.trier uia,caclemia nu'ts from trcc{: wn:Lch are l'lor't }arge anil fai::ly r)r'e-
ductivc.

.Bi:rding \ir?:$ at a ninimr.in aJ"trrough lve obs;rtrvetl the rlhi{s-61y,Jsi, leiot}rr:ix, tlo',t':ti.
and;lmerican cardinals. i,e kept olrr (iars'bur$cl for the bush wari:Io:: (one i:.ea::d) o.i'

a sight cf tirc apapane antl amakiiri but npparently 'biiey c1o not tend to descerld as 1or,'

as yre rlioreo l,[o pireasu,nt were J-'}ushed on t]re roacl up whicir vias a ]itt]e unusual .

.{.. ....-x..* Grace Gossard

JAi{U,\fY ACTTV I'L'f:rS :

l'I.uliD '.litlir$: &illgy"_}} .- To Aj"ea. ldeet in flont o:f 'the Library of Hr,ruaii at
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,{glyg:}'}{ - At the Acpreirium at ?:lC p.m. ilir'. Robcrt 1,. PyIe and
tilr. Joe Kin,, ,;1:s-i1 sirov,, slidesof tkreir receR-t t::ips
to iviexlco, l'{arquesas Island, anr) Christmns Is1an<l .

HA
Sclc.i'etary;
1I'reasruer I
Ed:L'r,or:
.1,11,, Ha.'aj.i

366I TrrnterlLrs

iriiss Marga,r'et i'treviman

Mro, Blanche A. Pedley
iulrs. Irisci.l-l.a G. llarphanr

Drive, Honolulu I{, Hawaii

DU.I;S: 1e6rlar-:2.00 per anrrum, Jlniof(-18 f$fiI's anrl r-lnder)-i:}.00 p(;rr altnum, Life-i!0.00


