S ipitior

THE ELEPAIO

For the Better Protection 2,
of Wildlife in Hawaii

Journal of the
Hawaii Audubon Society

VOLUME 17, NUMBER 5 November 1956
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gppropriate to mention first his accomplishments as to bird study in Hawaii.

Mr. Bryan was the first Curator of Birds at Bishop Museum (1900-1907). He was,
however, a man of many abilities, one of his skills being taxidermy. His first task
seems to have been the mounting of a New Zealand whale skeleton. Next mentioned in
Pishop Muscum reports is the Tropic Bird group, which has been enjoyed from 1901 to
date., There followed several other Hawailan bird groups, all still on view.

Besides taxidermy of birds (and whales!), Mr. Bryan went collecting. His first
trip was to the high regione of Kewai, in 1900, when he and his companion, Alvin Sceale,
brought back 140 specimens, of 17 species. In the next year there was published his
%oy to the Birds of the Hawaiisn Group" (Bishop Museum Memoir, I:3), which he called a
"preliminary list." It seems remarkable that he could have prepared this extensive
information so quickly. He bases his study on Bishop Museum's "most representative
collection of the Hawaiian avifauna extant", on the British luseum's "Catalogue of
Birds in the British Museum", Wilson and Evans' "Aves Hewaiienses", and other works,
eo well as the published "notes by Gadow, Dole, Perkins, Stejneger and others'". He
had also the "pleasure of examining the material in the National Mugeum, in Washington,
the Academy of Sciences of Philadelpnia, the British luseum, the Tring Museum and the
Jardin des Plantes." Whether his examination waes of material loaned or whather it
occurred before he got to Hawaii, we do not know. He had already traveled extensively
in Burope, studying museum techniques. I+ is likely that all Hawailan birds collected
and known were represented in these collections.

Between collecting, mounting, studying and writing on birds, Mr. Bryan must have
been a busy and effective scientist. Outside of birds and whales, he assigted with
most of the groups showing Hawaiian cultural asctivities, using figures made by the
sculptor, Allen Hutchinson. The Director, William T. Brigham, says of them (1902
report):

"The care and skill Mr. Bryan has chown in this work will give pleasure 1o many
visitors in future yesrs, and without the important accessories he has furnished tie
admirable casts would Le almost useless...to illustrate the most important or charace
teristic employment of the Hawaiians... ;

In taxidermy Mr. Bryan's method is the same used with such capital success in
South Kensington, New York, and other great maseums, and it marks the passing of the
old method of mounting stuffed birds upon stiff perches without any of their natural
surroundings. We may place his work in the front ranks of modern taxidermy."
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During 1902, a field trip was made to little known Marcus Island claimed by Japan
in the northwest Pa61d”v. Though his stay was curtailed in time and freedem of moving
about, he managed to coliect enough to publish, "A lMonograph of Marcus Island." He
hoped thl would be a forerunner oi many trips to Pacific Islands. 1In this he was
disappointed, except for a trip to Midway, in 1905, and to Laysan in 1911.

The next years were packed with taxidermy and museum exhibit work, including a
model of Kilauea Crater, as well as more bird groups. Bird collections were received
from other collectors, and birds, nests, and eggs were classified and put into correct
place, on exhibit or in the study collections. Four short papers on birds were 2lco
products of this time.

Unfortunately for Bishop Museum, Mr. Bryan terminated his connection. He had
great enthusizsm for going in quest of funds to establish the "Pacific Scientific
Institute", the object of which was the comparative scientific survey of the Pacific
Ocean and its islands. The parting words of Bishop Museum's Director were, "His
attractive groups of bird life in the gallery of Hawaiian Hall, as well as hlu useful -
ness in many ways will give him an honorable place among the bullderg of this Museum,
and a suitable successor will be hard to find." (Report, 1906)

M. Bryan stayed in Hawaii for several more years, and a note of these years is
offered by Edwin H. Bryan, Jr. (Curator, Bernice P. Bishop Museum - not related) who
knew him.

"From 1902 to 1920, he was Professor of Zoology at the College of Hawaii. His
ief interest was in blem; but particularly through his marriage to Elizabeth Jeue
etson, ScD., an expert conchologist, he became interested in the marine shells of the
Hawaiian Tolands. Between them they built up a very extensive shell collection, a
large part of which was acquired by Bishop Museum. Mrs. Bryan served as lerarlan at
the College of Hawaii, from 1913 until her death in 1919.

"T+ was during this period (1915) that Professor Bryan produced his monumental
pioneer natural history of the Hawaiian Islands, "Natural History of Hawaii". TFor
years Frofessor Bryan had carefully noted qufstlolo asked concerning Hawaii's natural
higtory, and had painstakingly investigated the answers to these questions. The book,
long out of print, and now somewhat out of date, remsins the most extensive single work
on uhe geology, p;ent and animal life of these islands.

"Professor Bryan was a man of greet energy and wide interests. He entered en-
thusiastically into civic activities and campaigned extensively for such iscues as
making Honolulu a "free port". He took an active interest in politics and was consi-
dered for appointment to high office in the government. Because of some personal
reason he left the territory in 1920, and became Director of the Los Angeies County
Museum. Jush before begzqn;n this work he made a scientific trip to Latin America,
including Juan Fernandez Islands."

Some of Mr. Bryan's former associates are living in Hawaii. It is difficult to
find many of them, though several remember him from a slight acquaintance. Dr. C.H.
Pemberton, oT the qualldn Sugar Planters' Association, remembers him well as a pro-
minent member of scientific circles here, and tells us that he was a gracious, highly
intelligent man, and excellent teacher, an effective spesker, able to wake und hold
attentlon of sny audience. He was doubtless a member of all the scientific clubs that
sprang up during the first quarter of the century. At Entomological Society meeti
Dr. Pemberton remembers that Mr. Bryan carried on vigorous debates on natural histor
many on the subject of origin of fauna and flora of the Pacific. Dr. Frederick lNuir
was one of his "antagonists" and lively, friendly, discussions often occurred between
the two. :

The University of Hawaii has a record of the amazing variety of courses that
Mr. Bryan taught at the fore-runner institution: College of Hawaii. They were in
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ology, both dynamic and structural, as well as geology for engineers,

zoology, &
phy, ichthyology, human and comparative physiology, and evolution and animnl

&
oceanogrepn
life.

An excellent summary of Mr. Bryan's whole life and personality has bean writtan by
John H. Comstock. Sections of which are reprinted herewith. (Bulletin Sou!
California Academy of sciences, Vol. 41, part 2, 1942) Now we may g0 back
early life, before he came to Hawaii, and on to the last long chapter in Coiiforaian

"WILLIAM ALANSON BRYAN - Dec. 23, 1875 -~ June 18, 1942

"Dr. Bryan was born near New Sharon, Iowa, December 23, 1875, the son ¢f Vil am
A. and Catherine I, (Pearson) Bryan. He received his elementary education in tie rotlic
schools of his native state, and in 1896 graduated from Iowa State College with iz
Bachelor of Science degree.

"As a youngster he early showed his love for the natural sciences, and his
time was always devoted to the study, collection and classification of natural
objects. This led to the accumulation of some ten thousand specimens, which :
he presented to the New Sharon (Iowa) High School.

"ihile still in college he was assistant in the department of Zoology end in 1893

vas in charge of the Iowa Stete College Museum. In 1894 he headed an expedition to
Big Stone Lake.,

"From 1895 to '97 he was special lecturer on museum methods at the University of
VMimnesota, Indiana University, the University of Chicego, Purdue University, Iowa
Colliege and Dreke University. From 1898 +o 1899 he served as assistant curator of
Cvnitholegy at the Field Museum. ILate in 1399 he was appointed repregsentative of the
nited States Department of riculture to investigate the fauna of the Hawaiian
Islands. During the year 1900 he traveled extensively through America and Europe
studying methods of museum administration. From 1900 to 1907 he was Curator of Orni-
thology of the Bishop Museum in Honolulu.

I
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"In 1921 Dr. Bryan's contact with the Southern California Academy of Sciences
began, when he was appointed Director of the Los Angeles County Museum of History,
Science and Art. He became a member of the Acadeny's Advisory Board at that time, and
in 1922 was elected to the Board of Directors. In 1925 he served as President. In
all of these posts, his excellent judgment and unselfish expenditure of {ime were of
inestimable value to the Academy.

"Mihen he retired in 1939 after eighteen years of service the Museum had expanded
to an institution of national reputetion, with some fifty galleries filled with exhi-
bitions, twenty laboratories, numerous work shops, store rooms, machine shops, lecture
rooms and offices, It operated an art school and supervised a park. Its shaff
numbered in excess of one hundred persons, many of whom were recognized authorities
in their special fields.

"His was a gentle, kindly spirit, nurtured in the Quaker associations of his early
years. There was nothing of the ruthless executive in his meke~up. He never com-
promised with his conrcience, but he preferred to re T
dissension rather than to engage in battle with Tor
devotion to duty left him lite

le or no time for rec
factor that brought on *the illness which cansed hig ro

e

tirement .V

zeles in 1936, I

It is tempting to 2dd this personal note. Going thruugh Los 2
called to see the Museum, and an old member of Blshop Muscum shaf:
me. MNr. Bryan made the cell an extremely pleasant and friendly one.
the vacuum tank -~ a marvel $o me - and the a Z tar pits where mals of ancient
time got hopelessly causht in the tar. Their lives were painfully ended, but our
knowledge of them was thereby made possible. But the most vivid impression was, from

w0t yet known to
mber well
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a room where thirty-nine miniature habitat grours of primitive and historical life in
the Southwest were on temporary dis splay. They had been made by school children.

Mr. Bryan had decisive opinions as to the merits of each. It seemed to me that a1l
had been well done, and a great credit to lr. Bryan, who stimulated and guided their
making.

It may be that others in Honolulu remember Mr. Bryan and will offer their reenl-
lections to our Editor, in this way filling out the story of a most gracious me 1, one
of ‘the most forward-looling and effective museum directors of his time. Waas a Gelight
it would be to him to live his life over again now, when museum education is going
ahead so rapidly.

++4bt
Bibliography of William Alanson Bryan

Additional notes on the nesting habits of the Hawaiian owl. (B ishop Museum, z(}
39-50, 1905

Annotated check list of the marine mollusks of the Hawaiian Islands. By W.A. Bryan
and Llizabeth Letson Bryan. Manuscript

The Arctic tern in Hawaii. (Auk, 19:394-395, 1902)

Bird slaughter in the Pacific Islands. (Bird-Lore, 12:90-93, 1910)

A bird's nest of Pele's hair. (Bishop Museum, Occ.Papers, 2:249-250, 1905)

Commission form of government for our city. Address, 24 pp. no date.

sescription of Telegpiza ultima from Nihoa Island. (Auk, 34:70-T72, 1917)

Description of tae nest and eggs of Chlorodrepanis virens (Gmel.) (Blﬂhop Museum,
Occ. Papers, 2:243- 2;1, 1905)

Fgg of the Hawaiian £008S (d\snop Museum, Occ. Papers, 2:275-276, 1905)

Evidences of the deep subsidence of the Vaianae Mountains, Oahu. (Hawallan Annuel ,
1916: 95 1.25)

Free port idea applied to Hawaii. Address to the Commercial Club, Honolulu, 1918. 15pp.

Hawaii as a meeting place for bhe American Association for the Adencement of Science.
University of Hawaii, 1910. 12 pp.

Hawaii's internavional mission. Address before the Mohawk Confe srence, 1910. 9 pp.

Hewaiian birds in the crater of Kilsuea. (Condor, 5:79, 1903)

Hawaiian fauna and flora. (Tan—?acific Siedin Conﬂ“ess, 1st, Honolulu 1920:153-158)

Hunting the uau on Molokai. (Mld -Pacific Magazine, 8:152.- 15], 1914)

The introduction and acclimatization of the yellow cenary on Midway Island.
(Auk, 29:339-342, 1912)

Introduction of birds into Hawaii. (Proc. Hawaiian Entomological Society, 2:169-175,
1912

A key to the birds of the Hawaiian group. (Bishop Museum, Memoirs, Vol. 1:259-332,1901)

Laysan Is%and, a visit to Hawaii's bird reservation. (PldeaCLilc Magazine, 2:303-315,
1911

List of the Hawaiian birds in the St. Louis College Collection, Honolulu, H.I., in-
cluding records of several North American species. (Auk, 18:382- 36(, 1901)

The Los Angeles Museum. (Mid-Pacific Magazine, 43:]99—207, 1936)

A marine biological laboratory for Hawaii. qu iian Gazette Co., Itd. 1912 (29 pp.)

Methods in aguatic photography. (Trans. Am. Fisher¢oc Society, 1910:249-259)

A monogrzph of Morcus Island. (Bishop Museum, Occ. Papers, 2(1).. [7-140, 1902)

Natural history of Haweii, being an account of the Hawaiian peOple, the geology and
geography of the i;ldnd s, and the native and introduced plants and animals of the
group. Honolulu. 1915. 596 pp.

Nest and eggs of Heterorhynchus wilsoni Roths. (BIshoP Museum, Occ. Papers, 2:253-254,
1905)

Nest of the Hawaiian hawk, (Bishop Museum, Occ. Papers, 2:274~275, 1905)

Nesting habits of the Hawaiian owl. (Bishop Museum, Occ. Papers, 2:241-242, 1905)

Nesting of the Hawaiisn owl on Qahu. (Auk, 190_.»79)

Notes on Loxioides bailleui Oust. from Hawaii. (Condor, 5:80, 1903)
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Notes on the American birds collected in the Hawaiien Islands by Mr. Gerrit P. Wilder.
(Bishop Museum, Occ. Papers, 2:245-258, 19C4)

The Pacific Islands to be scientifically explorei. 6 pp. No source, no date.

The Pacific Scientific Institution. Special series, 1-2; Charter, by-laws; cddress hy
Viilliam Alanson Bryan. 1907-08

Panama Canal and Hawaii's opportunity as a treaty port. (Hawaiian Annual, 1913:7.2¢

Paternalism in agriculture. (Address to Social Science Club, Henolulu, 1905
in the Haw. For. and Agriculturist, 1905:182-401)

Noutes on the birds of Kauai, by William Alenson Bryan and Alvin Seale. (Bishop Muiczum,
Occ. Papers, 1:129-137, 1898)

Notes on ;he birds of the Waianae Mouritains. (BishOp Museum, Occ. Papers, 2:220-7/7
1904

A rare seal, by A.L.C. Atkinson and W.A. Bryan. (Zoological Society Bulletin, New York,
16, No. 60, 1913, pp. 1050-1051)

Report of a visit to Midway Islond. (Bishop Museum, Occ. Papers, 2:37-45, 1903-07)

Report of an expedition to Laysan Island in 1911, by Homer R. Dill and W.A. Brvan.
s Dept. of Agric., Biological Survey, Bull. 42, 1912) includes Report on
conditions on Laysan, with recommendations for protecting the Hawaiian Iglands
Reservation.

The short-sared owl (Asio accipitrinus) taken far out at sea. (Auk, 20:212-213, 1503)

o2 birds of Melokai. (Bishop Museum, Occ. Papers, 4(2):43-86, 1908)

The tax reform plank in the progressive platform. (The Progressive News, Honolulu,
Wou 9, 198, 2 pps)

Three new Hawaiian fishes. (Bishop Museum, Occ. Papers, 2(4):22-37, 1906)

Turnstone taken in the Mid-Pacific. ( Auk, 20:210-211, 1903)

Two undesciibed nests and an egg of o Hawaiian bird, (Eishop Museum, Ocec. Papers,
2:251-0252, 1905) (Loxoides baillevi Oust.)

An urdescribed species of Drepunididae on Nihoa, Hawaiian group. (Auk, 33:49-52,1916)

Wileon snipe, Gallinago delicata (Ord.) in the Hawaiian Islands, (Condor, 6:78, 1904)

as
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FROM THE MAIL BAG:

e have selected, to share with our readers, two interesting letters, one from
Mrs. Baldwin, who lives on Hawaii, the other from Bob Pyle, who is studying at the
University of Washington.
Aoppbobe

Mrs. Helen S. Baldwin to Mrs. Blanche A. Pedley

i vin We spe spending the summer as caretakers for the home of friends who are
touring the mainland this vacation time. We are about a block from where we staid
at the Volcano during the bird count lest winter, but this house stands out in the
open and so we do not see so much of native birds as we did at Ahmimenu (the house
where we were for the bird count).

"Introduced birds, Chinese dove, house sparrows, hill-robins, and the California
house finch all throng into the duck yard to feas®t on the “ood we put out for the
owners' white Muscoveys. The ricebird and mynah are congpicuously absent from our
immadiate surroundings, which is strange as it is a place you would expect to find them.

"When we had a car ot our aisposal and the mornings were sunny (which has been
very little of the time this cool misty summer) we went down the Wright road where we
saw and heard so many native birds lact winter, but were disappointed at seeing and
hearing so few. Only the iiwi seem to have increased in rumbers over their wintexr
population, among native birds. OFf course the hill-robins and white-eyes are there in
abundance as they always come up from the lowlands in sunmer. The white~cyes are fond
of flitting sbout the plum trees in the yard by the house, too.
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"But we did see a fledgling iiwi on July 6, still in the green and yellow phase
but with a red bill, near the end of the Wright road. We spent a full half hour prowl-
ing around in the dense tree ferns trying to get a better look at him but failed, though
he stayed in the same treec and kept calling incessantly----a single loud chirp repeated
every two or three seconds.

"Bob watched him through binoculars and reported that the little fellow kept
poking his beak into the bark of the branches and kept clinging close to the bark, his
short little tail laid flat to the bark. Trom the shortness of his plumage, the iiwi
shape to his bill and the red color of it, we are sure he was a fledgling iiwi and 1ot
an akiapolaau. Also, a resplendant adult iiwi kept constantly near by, though he :nide
no attempt to feed the young one.

"At least one iiwi boldly comes to the fuchsias which are growing half wild arout
the margin of the lawn at the house where we are staying. The iiwi come surprisinsiy
close to the ground to the blossoms, heavy with rain drops or dew. These iiwi en’°r the
flowers conventionally from the front to suck the nectar and do not pierce them gl the

ese from the side as we have seen the amakihi do. There are few amakihi here, by the
wey. Apapsne are about, of course, and they, too, come to the fuchsias but do not seem
50 interested in them nor to probe so deeply as the iiwi.

"On July 7, early in the morning, we drove up the Mauna Loa "truck trail (now
widened and gravelled into a respectable road for 2 or 3 miles) thinking we would find
meny native species there, too. But again we were doomed 1o disappointment, and the
maiority of the birds seemed to be hill-robins, house finches, and white-eyes. A feu
ohing were in bloom, but little else, so I guess the birds have fled to more flowery
rugionse. We soon abandoned birding to blackberrying and enjoying the lovely scenery .

"ie were lucky to go the day we did, for since that time it has been misty and the
only bird observation worthy of note is an owl which we have seen flying over the
recently cleared lands along the Wrizht road----one native bird at least who approves
of opening up the land for settlement. ... "

otobteep
lMr. Robert L. Pyle to Miss Grenville Haotch
" .. We didn't have nearly as much time for spring birding as we would have liked
--though I guess thalt's always the case. I had one splendid trip Baster weekend with

Frank Richardson and some other men on a boat out into the Straits. We visited a smll
igland where glaucous-winged gulls and Rhinoceros Aulets nest, and although we were g

bit early for the real nesting, we saw lots of each. Puffins also nest there, bub ite
hadsi's returned by then. It's quite a good-sized island--perhaps ¥ of a mile long or

longer with a high level central part where a fellow raises grain. He has a small
cottage on the beach where he lives during the busy part of the season, and since he
oms the island he can do pretty much as he pleases. He has stocked the islend with
pheasants and encourages pheasant-shooting, but this is probably not harmful to the
nesting seabirds since it tends to draw atiention away from them. He has a very fine
atiitude about the birds in general, end it was nice to meet him. Billie warn't alle
to go on that trip, but in June during the Cooper Club meetings theyv had a field trip
out there and she was abie to go that time. The puffing were back then and we had
excellent studies of them.

"e alsc had one fine weekend trip to the mountains and through the eastern part
of Washington during the spring migration. Ve camped one night in the mountains and the
other night in a canyonr along a creek in the dry part of the state, the latter being
especially good for migrating landbirds. We went with two friends so that it made a
very enjoyable trip.
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"The Cooper Society meetings and the other scientific meetings that week pretty
much filled the time between the spring and sunmer quarters. However, we did find time
to take a four-day driving trip around the Olympic Peninsula. It was then too esrly
to drive up into the higher mountains, but we explored all the lowland country including
the rain forests on the west side. They have the highest rainfall in North America
there, and it was interesting to compare it with Hawaii's forests. Here the main trees
are of course fir and spruce, and the "trademark" of the rain forest is the huge growths
of moss that cover the limbs and droop down, making the scene very impressive and
beautiful, particularly when the sun streams down through the tall trees. The birding
was interesting but not particularly spectacular. The Olympic Peninsula is sort of
isolated from the main mountain areas of the west, and does not heve the abundance of
birdlife that one might expect.

"The summer quarter I spent up at the University's marine laboratories at

Harbor. This is in the little group of islands lying between the main part of V :
ton and Vancouver Island, and is a favorite vacation area for Vashingtonians. However,
I was taking a full program of courses and it didn't seem quite s0 much like a vacatbion
to me. The islands are mostly wooded, except on the large island on waich we were,
here much of it was devoted to farming. Boating is the main activity around thers,

re are all kinds from the smallest dinghy up to the largest yachis, t is

i 1L boating territory, with meny small and irregularly shaped islands with little
coves and beaches, and most of it well protected from any rough water. The water 18,

er, very cold--around 50 to 59 degre-=s, and swimming is not especially POPULATL

% sely Billie had to stay here in Seattle, but she came up several weekends and
several weekends so it waen't quite so bad. They have regular ferry
service through the islands, as you perhaps remember since they lie on the route to
Vancouver lsland. There were lots of landbirds around at the beginning of the quartsr
fince nesting was in full swing, but things quieted down later on. One pair of vigle
green swallows nested in a corner of the laboratory dock, wnich was fine during eari:
betore the summer program got under way. Bub when all the students arrived and the
deck became the center of activities, the poor birds had to desert the nest, and the

Tl 288 that were in it. I was able to capture one of the pair and band it, which

=
J1l

uiee

so far is the only bird I've banded since leaving Hawaii.

"So now we're in Seattle tnis month w iting for the fall quarter to begin October
Jrd. Labor Day weekend we took a trip up into the Hurricane Ridge section of Olymypd
Parke. That's the highest road in the park, and goes up above timberline, though it
is only arcund 6000 ft elevation. We camped out for two nig
anike on the full day we had there. It was rather cold in the early morning-—-f
on everything each morning, but it didn't ke too long to werm up. Again the 1
there is rather mesgre, slthough we had fine views of
come down and pecked at the sandwiches we were making for lunch. Bnroute there, we
explored a few e roads and had the good fortune to scare up a Horned Owl which was
brand new for Billie. But in the Park the scenery is superb, and we were blessed with
perfectly clear weather after a rather ominous rainy start from Seattle, so we got
lots of pictures. e«

" ... And T also want to mention once again that the "Birds of Washington" gif+t
from the Society has been a wonderful bible for us here. It is of course the definitive
work on distribution here and we are constantly referring to it, being reminded each
time of the very thoughtful and generous folks in the Hawaii Audubon EXOUD .

" ... Billie joins me in sending very best wishes to you and all ocur friends over

there.
Sincerely,

Bob"



FIELD NOTES:
Tield Trip to Popoia Island, August 18, 1956

Saturday afternoon, August 18th, seventeen Audubon members and their guests
gathered at Kailua Park for their amnual trip to Popoia island. The weather was per-
fect, and the moon, although hot quite full, was bright. To all of us, searching for
the fluffy baby shearwaters hiding in their coral burrows, watching the parent birds
gracefully gliding round and round, as they came in at night fall, and later, listcning
to their weird moaning and wailing, is an ever exciting experience.

When we arrived on the island we were dismayed to discover that three young boys
had taken five young shearwaters and a baby petrel from their burrows and were planning
to take them ashore for pets. They were given a stern lecture and prevailed upon to
return the birds to their burrows, but we fear the boys were not properly impressed
with the seriousness of their offence nor are we sure the birds got back to their
proper burrows. We also found that the sign posting the island has become almost
illegible. Both tinis incident and the condition of the sign has since been reported
to the Board of Agriculture and Forestry.

This year we found fewer young birds than in previous years and fewer adults come
in at dusk. On other occasions we have been fortunate enough to find one or two
Bulwer's petrels nesting, but this year we were not 8o lucky. Several fturnstone and
a few plover were seen circling the island, and one or two frigate birds were spotted
flying high above us.

Although the number of birds seen on the island was disappointing, the outing was,
as always, a treat for all.

Planche A. Pedley
oot

Field Trip to Aiea Trail, September 9, 1956

Aiea trail is one of the best birding areas near town. The trail is well cleared
and is not as wet as Tantalus nor as steep as Woodlawn. The birds ave plentiful and
there are variety of vegetation to accommodate different species of birds.

In spite of the rain clouds hanging heavily over the Koolau and the down pour just
about 7:15, there were 12 individuals willing to take a chance on the trail.
early arrivals at the Dibrary were being entertained by the mynahs and Baglish SPArrows,
when suddenly, a gentle chirping of the Brazilian cardinal was heard. There were Taw
visitors from the Mainleond, so when the chirping become more aundible, and when the two
mele birds with their brilliant red crest came flying down to the grass, we completely
forgot about the rain and enthusiastically headed for Aiea.

The

e stopped at the Damon ponds, and behold, we counted 7 stilts. We were able to
find them quickly. because as soon as the car stopped, they started to give the alsrm
call and waded away toward the center of the pond. Oh, those long-pink legs and the
beautifully outlined black end white feathers. We were very happy when a ccuple of
them took to the eir, because, then, they were go graceful and the awkwardness of the
long legs in the water was completely forgotten.

Wle looked for the gallinule, but we found only a coot, so we headed for the Salt
Leke. Unfortunately, the mocking bird area was being cleared and a fence was put D,
so we decided the birds were not there, but to our delight, those ahead of us wers
able to see 7 of them, so the mockers ave gtill msintaining their territorial rights.

When we reached the picnic area, it was nearing 9:00 and the occasional shower
was changing into a continuous rain, but none of us was able to sit in the cars and
remain dry, so we stood uander the Norfolk Island pines and tried to keep ourselves from
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getting completely wet. While we were waiting for the rain to stop, we saw Kentucky
cardinals and white-eyes

As soon as there was a sign of let-up, we started to walk, but the rain did not
stop for long. Even with the rain, evidences of bird life were everywhere. The
doves were cooing, elepaio was calling, Kentucky cardinals were singing, and ricebirds
were chirping and Llying from the grass to the trees.

After about an hour of waiting for the sun to come out a family of 3 decided'
turn back, but the remaining 9 of us wanted to make the loop. The sun was ;
hide and seek with the clouds, but finally around 10:45 it stayed out long enovgu 10
thaw us.

Happily, everycne of us became very familiar with our first native bird we saw,
the elepaio. Tnny were very numerous and friendly. We saw the immature as well as
the adult male and female. They called and sang arnd put on an excellent show.

The amakihi was plentiful too. They were feeding on the paper bark and the lehua
blossoms. By the number of amekihi in the area, we expected more apapane, but we were
icappointed, we saw only few immature and adult birds.

Cf course, the white-eyes were intermingling with the amakihi to make identifica-
tion more challenging.

Tle were leisurely walking along the trail, when suddenly, Mr. Hanson half be-
lieving his eyes called, "Tit? Yes, it's a tit!!!" BEveryone quickly focused his
glasses toward tre approaching bird, but without a sound this bird came close enocugh,
so that we were able to wateh it w1thout the glagses. Interesting enough, as the
bird was flying away from us, it uttered a single call note very similar to the single
"M note that we always labeled as amakihi's. Now, we were completely perplexed.
Whenever we heard the single "ki" call noto, we looked at each other with a questioning
expression, "Is it a tit? or an amakihi?" Experiences like this make field trips so
mach more 1ﬁteresting, and we become more humbl to realize that there is so much
around us that is unknown. After we had a good look at the tit, no cne said s word,
but all of us showed contentment and radiated with happiness. We felt a haimonious
urison with the envivonment - a wonderfully delightful and peaceful experience.

As we approached the trail leading to the summit,we saw about a dozen leiothrix
feeding on the blaok fruits of the naupaka and the qt¢%wbnvvw guavas., At his point
we decided to have lunch befors another down pour, so we found a place where we ware

able to watch the b11 1s while we ate. The white-eyes, amakihi, elepaio, and Kentucky
cardinals were on hand to keep us company.

About 11:45 we headed back. The trail was much drier on this side (Helawa) of the
loop, but bird life was quite scarce. By now the sun was out and the light was ex-
cellent for wa*chjny birds, so we had a very good look at the apapane. [Lven an artist
would have had a difficult time painbting the impressive image of the red and black bird
undulating 1101 ~nd forth against the blue sky and the white clouds.

Ve came back to the cars before 2:00 and reluctantly ended a delightful bird walk.
Unoyo Kojima
Akttt

Shore bird trip, September 23, 1956

The monthly trip for shore birds, as usual, took us around the island. The
weather was clear, very warm, with light to moderate trade winds.

The first stop at West Loch, Waipahu, was chiefly notable for the large number of
stilt, estimated at 150. We were also delighted to be able to observe closely a black-
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bellied plover, the white tail showing more clearly than many of us had seen before.
A% the second stop at Kalwku, we also found two or three black-bellied plover, and here
we were able to see plainly the pattern of white on the wings.

At the fish ponds, near Kahana Bay, we found a coot, with four chicks, still
showing much red on the heads, as well as other individual coot, several gallinule, and
& tattler, who pose in a most photogenic manner on a rock.

Kahulu was good birding. We estimated close to a hundred coot, about seventy--five
ducks, of which some certainly were pintails, five sanderling, perhaps fifty stilt,
and two or three tattlers, one of which gave us a fine close view. The fields were
full of plover and turnstone, in addition to those about the margin of the pond, &0
that we were unable to estimate their numbers.

Some little time was spent in attempting to get into the old air strip area, on
the Kahuku side of the radio station, but without success. Are we barred from this
completely, or does some one know a way to enter?

Grenville Hatch
HAWATTAN BIRD TOUR

The Alii Tour Company is promoting a trip to Hawaii, designed particularly for
people interested in birds. Those taking the tour will be in Honolulu from December
23 to Decomber 29, during which time members of the Hawaii Audubon Society have pro=-
mizsd to lead trips to see shore birds and forest birds. Another Ffour day trip to
Tne Tsland of Hawaii is optional, and it is expected that many will avail themselves
of the opportunity to see that island also.

HHRN K
NOVEMBER ACTIVITIES:

FIELD TRIPS: November 11 - To Poamoho. If the weather permits, this is one of
the best forest bird trails. We hope to hear the
garrulax and the bush warblers. lieet at the Librury
of Hawaii at B8:00 a.m.

November 25 - Meet at the Library of Hawaii at 8:00 a.m. for our
monthly shore bird trip. Destination uncertain,
except that it will depend on the tides.

VEETING November 19 - At the Aquarium auditorium at 7:30 p.m. Will each
member please bring twelve of his favorite slides to
show?
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