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CATS

Qats are a problem to bird lovers, especially the neighbours' cats,

Any direct action against these will probably result in strained relat-
ions or reprisals, which it is best to avoid, A friendly discussion will
srobably result in a solution and one suggestion has been offered by Mr.
anro. A correspondent sent him a clipping which stated that Lake Bluff,
i1, has passed an ordinance requiring all cat owners to hang little
nalls around the necks of their pets. The tinkling of the bell gives
worning to the birds when the cat pounces and since wild creatures act
“rgt and think afterwards, that split second is enough to allow the
virds to escape. Such an ordinance here would be welcome but legislatio:
18 slow and other methods can be trieda

Under common law, according to "The Audubon Guide to Attracting
Pirds", pe.174 (& copy of which is in the Society's library) the owner
X 5f o cat is not liable for trespasses or for injuries by it. Selzing
' and holding of trespassing cats and dogs is not lawful, as the courts
i have held that they are not subject to distraint even when taken in the
geh of Ureipaces

Stray or wild cats con be tropped., The box trap which is used in
Hawaii for trapping mongoose is very suitables. The entrance should be
made & little lorger and a figh head is a sure bait, Any yaord man knows
how to build one., When o cat is caught o telephone call to the Humane
Society will take care of its disposal.

Feeding tables should be at such o height from the ground that the
cat connot leap onto the table., Five feet should be suffieient, Tables
which are suspended from the branches of trees should also be protected
from cats by placing a guard around the trunk of the tree to prevent
so%s climbing it and hiding in the branches above the table. A band of
tin can be nailed around the trunk about five feet from the ground and
sainted a neutral color so that it is not unsightly. Its smooth surface
offers no hold to the claws of the cat,

“ttract rats and mice and much of it will be wasted. Cats may aleo lurk

i Tood for the birds should not be thrown on the ground. This will
i nearby cover and pounce on the birds as they feed.
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and
Adventures in Bird Study

An Ocean Cruise
By George C+ Munro

In the Elepaio of October the little schooner Kaalokai had taken
the Rothschild expedition to Barber's Point on the southwest coast of
Oahu, At 6 AM on May 26, 1891 the anchor was hauled up and we steered
for the channel between Oahu and Kauai, Here we were baffled by calma

noarly all day but in the evening we caught a good trade wind, Albatross

“strels and Terns were numerous in the channel. The black-footed albat-
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ses generally known as goonies were very tame, settling on the water

Logse to the stern of the boat during the calm spells.
Next day we sighted Kaual shortly after daylight and lost sight of
early in the afternoon, We did not sight Niihau, Kaula or Lehua. The
“wo latter have never had their bird 1life properly studied. A good
investigation would, I am sure, bring to light some interesting facts.

On the 26th we sighted Nihoa and two tern new to us came out to

greet us, the little white and the little grey terns., We alsoc saw the
first Laysan albatross in the vieinity. Nihoa is about 140 miles from
Keuai, It is roughly half a mile long by a guarter of s mile wide. It
has perpendicular cliffs about 480 feet high on all sides except the
aputheast where it slopes down to the water into a small shelly beach.
"lere are two or three small valleys or hollows which shelter several
oves of small trees closely allied to thé Hawaiian Hawani (Prichardia
"¢ tree that furnishes the material for the Hawaiian "lolu" hats. The
Loping hill like face secemed to be covered with short grasses or
sogetation of some kind., The c¢liffs are hollowed out into immense cavex

yne on the north side is opening right through. Narrow dykes run up fro:

the bottom to the top of the cliff, The area is approximately 156 acres.

BEvery part of the island seemed to be inhabited by birds for which it
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is admirably suited, Each species can find nesting places to suit itself,

We made no attempt to land as the Captain said it was too rough to

do so. This did not disturb us much at the time as we were sure we would
find all the sea birds represented there on other islands we intended to
visit., We judged also that there would be no land birds on this one, But
to our loss never again on the voyage did we sight the little grey tern.
And after our return we learned that there was at least one land bird on
the island. On our trip to Hawaii on September 5, 1891, the Hon. Judge
iandford Bs Dole was a fellow passenger, He told us of a finchlike bird
at was seen on Nihoa when an excursion visited the island some years
~fore, The island was not investigated ornithologically till Dr. Wetmor
tne Whitney expedition visited it in 1923, I have not yet seen his

wublications on the birds,

There is an interesting story in regard to the Teglespiza of Nihoa
hich I might as well tell now as any time, I quote from my journal:
April 29, 1892; I talked with Mr, Francis Gay about a finch Mr, Wilson
had taken alive with him to England. He says it was procured from Nihoa
“nd is different from the Laysan bird." On finding this recently in my
49 year old journal I went to the Bishop Museum library and saw the
“Ibis"® 1890 and on page 341 I read Wilson's account of how he ppocured

nis type of Telespiza cantans. The story is as follows: The ship "Mary

Bchm", Captain Bohm, Master, was heading for Honolulu in a more or less

“nseaworthy condition, A landing was made, as stated in Ibis, at Midway

1land, About 50 small birds were caught by hand amongst the brush that
s vercd the island. They were carried in a large case and fed ship's

“iscuit, Provisions ran low and a call was made at Niihau, Mr, George

iy maneger of the island furnished the ship with provisions and the
Japtain gave him some of the birds, The rest, about 40, were sold in

JJonolulu, Mr, Wilson happened to be on one of the other islands at the
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time and was able to secure only one of the birds, Others he planned

to get from a friend cut through the wooden bars of their cage with their
strong beaks and escaped. Evidently the information that the birds were
procured from Nihoa came from George Gay to his brother Francis. It is
certain that they did not come from Midway Island as there were none
theve gt the Timee ITf 1t i85 & fac{ that Wilson's Telespiza came from

Yihoa then Rothschild's Telespiza flavissima of Laysan is a good species

2d not 2 synonym of T, cantans as Rothschild admitted. The plate in the
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syysan species as shown in Rothschild's book though I have not compared
nem together, I know of no evidence that Wilson's I. cantans came from
aysan and there is some that i came from Nihoa. Additional facts may
7ot come to light to show more definitely where Wilson's bird was procur
Nihoa is an island wonderfully well suited for an inviolable bird

sanctuary and should be given every protection as such, If kept in pri-
meval condition it will be an interesting island for generations to come
Predacious animals cannot reach ite No bird collecting should be allowed
there except under the strictest supervision and then onily for exgepticr
al national purposes. Dr, Wetmore when therec in 1923 thought he saw a
"end rail on the island, if present it is rare and should be jealously
~iarded. The other two land birds Wetmore found there in 1925 should
ve careful protection also. A picnic party at Nihoa in the eighteen
ighties on leaving left a fire burning in the vegetation which must ho-
i1lled off many birds., The rail then much reduced in numbers has since
0 to compete with the other numerous land birds and probably made slo
‘rogress in increase. If this is the case it might be in danger of exte
1ination by collectors if permitted to operate on the island.

Jctober 14, 1941



Checklist of Hewaiian birds - Ee He Bryan Jr - 18

115, Streptopelia chinensis (Scopoli) Turtle, laceneck or Chinese
(Columba chinensis Scopoli,1786) dove; "ehako", Barly introduc-
tion from the Orients Native of
eastern Asia, '

Subfamily GEOPELIINAE
Genus Geopelia Swainson (1837)

116, Geopelia striata striata (Linnaeus) Barred dove, Introduced,
(Columba striata Linnaeus, 1766) probably from Singapore,
since 1922; established on
Kauai, Oahu, Molokai, Lanai, Maui
Hawaii; in places very abundant.
Native of Indo-Malay region.
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117, Geopelia striata tranguilla Blué eyed of peaceful dove, Intro
or placida Gould %1844) duced from Australia, 1922; perha
not established, or confused with

No, 116, Native of Australia.

(Geopelia humeralis (Temminck) Bar-shouldered dove, is reported
as introduced from Australia, 19e
but if so, it is not now known.:

118, Geopelia cuneata (Latham) Diamond dove. Introduced to Oahu,
(Columba cuneats Latham, 1801) 1928, and Hawaii, 1929, Not knowr
to be established, Native of
Australia.

(Subfemily PHABINAE)
Genus Chalcophaps Gould (1843)

179, Chaleophaps indica (Linnaeus) Green-wing or bectle-wing (dove).
(CHovmba indica Idnnaeus, 1758) Introduced from Singapore to
Oahu, 19243 probably not estab-
lished. Native of India, Burma,
Malayos Pele

Genus Pvuns Selby (1835)

120, Phavs chalcoptera (Latham) Bronze-wing dove. Introduced fr.
(Colurba chazlcoptera Latham Australia to Oahu, 1922; probab
17903 not established, Native of
Australia and Tasmania.

Genus Ocyphaps G.R.Gray (1842)

121, Ocyphaps lophotes (Temminck) Crested bronze-wing "pigeon',
(Columba lophotes Temmineclk, Australian crested dove, Introduc
1822 from Australia to Oahu, Molokal
and Lanai, 19223 probably not
established. Native of Australia.
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Checklist of Hawalian birds = BE. He Bryan Jr - 19

Genus Lophophaps Reichenbach (1852)

122, Lophophaps plumifera (Gould) Plumed bronze-wing or spinifex
(Geophaps plumifera Gould,1842) pigeon, Introduced from Australia
to Maui and Lanai, 1922; probably
not established, Native of north
and central Australia.

Genus Geophaps G.Re.Gray, (1842)

123, Geophaps smithi (Jardine & Selby) Squadda pigeon, naked-eyed
(Columba smithi Jardine & Selby partridge pigeon. Introduced
18303 from Australia to Maui and Lana
1922; probably not established.
Native of N.W. Australia,

Genus Oreopeleia Reichenbach (1852)

124, Oreopeleia mentana (Linnaeus) Ruddy ground dove, Introduced fro:
(Columba montana Linnaeus San Francisco to Maui, 1933,
17583 Native of tropical America.

Genus Leptotila Swainson (1837)

125, Leptotila verreauxi Bonaparte Blue ground dove, Introduced to
{1855) Maui from San Francisco, 1933,
Native of tropical America.

(5ubfamily GEOTRYGONINAE)
Genus Gallicolumba Heck (1849)

126, Gallicolumba luzonica (Scopold) Bleeding-heart dove, Introduced

(Columba luzonica Scopoli, 1786) from Philippines to Kauai, 192
and to other islands more recen
ly. Not known to be established.
Notive of ILuzon, Philippine 1s.

Genus Leucosarcia Gould (1843)

127, Leucosarcia melanoleuca (Lathom) Wongawonga pigeon. Introduced

(Columba melanoleuce Latham, to Maui and Lanai, 1922; prob-
1801 ) ably not established, Native
(Columba picata of authors) of eastern Australia.

enus Starnoenas Bonaparte (1838)

o

128, Starnoenas cyanocephala (Linnaeus) Blue~headed gquail dove., Intro-

(Columba cyanocephala Linnaeus duced, 1928; not known to be
1758)  established. Native of Cubu.




