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CONTINENTAI ]\IIIGRANTS AND SHOP.E BIRDS ON OAHU

DURrl{G L95B/59 t/ n/
By lvliklos D. F. Udvardy r/ 1/

During the faII and ulnter season ot L95B/59 I spent 23 days on field observations of
shore and water birds on Oahu. This field work resulted in the discovery of some rare mi-
grant, or vagrant birds of continental, origln. These data, and those rarities obgerved and.
published by others in the Elepaio, / seem to indicate that many or most migratory water
and shore blrds of Pacific North Anerica stray yearly in smaLl numbers to the Hawaiian
islands, even 1f their presence is rarely recorded.

Besj-des these rari-ties, we have a numerical pi-cture about the migratory shore birds and
resident marsh birds that aids in assessing thei-r ecologlcal and zoogeographical status.
In the accompanying Table I have included the records of the Audubon Society bird walks
as well, i-n order to complete the seasonal picture of the principal marsh areas. AlI these
locallties are found on maps of 1:2501000 or }arger scale.

Notes on the species:

?jrntail (anas acuta L.) Compared with lrrledelrosr six rlinter censuses of the early
1950-es, the estimated maximum number seen on the five major marsh areas, 575 birds, means
a year of low pintail population on Oahu. The percentage of males in nuptiaI plurnage, as
calculated from my field notes, is the followlng:

Date Number counted % nupjj-al males

1A

30
BO

50
93

184
170

4tr.+)
ItrO

0.0
rl.4
13. B

t6.7
22.5
54.O
4I.0
62.0
4(,. U'

1/

c/

Contribution No. 000 of the Hawari N{arine Laboratory.

University of Hawaii, Honolulu, USA and University of British Columbia, VancouVer,
Canada.

3/ Tulmar, Semipalmated ploverl Snov,iy plover, Black-bellied plover, Glaucous SuLlr
Herring Bu1I, least tern. See nunmire L9591 Hanson I95BB, 1959; King 1958A, B,
L959A; Riges L959.
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plotting these data on a graph, vre can surmise that the sex ratio of plntails is slightly
in favor of malesl that about ten per cent of the males appeared in nuptial plumage-before
gct. 2I, &d the main molting tlme of thelr majori-ty vras between Nov. tO and Dec. 10, by

which time about, lO% of tire pintail were nuptla] males. A tentatlve interpretation of
these flndlngs urould be that after the time of arrival tn Hawaii, the adult males molt first
in the beginning of October and the juvenile males molt in the latter half of I'Iovember and

early December. If thj.s assumption would stand, than we coulcl conclude that about 20 or

25"/o of the wintering pintails are adult bircls that mlght have learned their route in the

previous year or v*u"i. They might have led the young of the year to these l\'1id-pacific
i,intering grounas. The only proof of such a conclusion so far is the fact that Hawaii-
banded pintails returned to the islancis one to four years afte:: their banding (t'ledeiros

1958).

Shove1ler (Spatula clypeata l.) The bulk of about I30 shovellers censusecl on Oahu

spent the r,vinter on the east side of Kaelepulu marsh. The only sex ratlo taken (,lan. B, L9r9)

siro,rs roughly even dlstributlon of the sexes (4E2, mates) '

pacific golden plover (?luvialis domlnlca fulva /C^./) and Ruddy turnstone (Arenarra

i. i";;;;;es 7f,/) it toots as if we lrad a number of plover passing through 0ahu during

the late fal1, or else the marsh concentrations at that tlme dlssolved into smaller bands

that occupy the fields and meado\rys, since there vras a peak in their numbers around' Nov' 20,

t95B according to the eombined eensus date of Kahu]<r"r and Kaelepulu'

Date Turnstone

End of Oct, 120
l,iiid-November 500
Late November 255
Early December 30

260
ll5
r00

50

Canada goose (Branta canarlensis) On my visit to Kaelepulu I found an indlvidual of
a small canada goose among the pintairs, on october lOt 1958' T did not see it d'ur1ng my

tvro prevlous October trips, so it is reasonable to assume that it arrived betvreen Oct' 28

and 30 to the marsh. Subsequently rt has been seen there on Dec' l-tt 1958 and J3n' B'

1959 by myselfr and on Jan. 25 and tr'eb. 2l , Lg19 by others. April l0r 1959 I did not see

it arry more on Kaelepulu. lvtost }ike1y it left the marsh between Teb' 2l and l"iarch 2)t
since on that out"-;t-"a"iros (1959) noted a cackling goose on the Kanaha pond of the island

of lVtaui, about !0 miles East of sE. from Kaelepulu. I find it highly probable that thj-s

was the sarne blrd that r,vintered on oahu. This 1s the nlnth noted occurrence of the species

on the islands, and the second for Oahu'

(lesser) Snorru goose (Cfren h. hyperbores /tatt,/) Found october 21, 1958 at the mouth

of the Anahulu ,r-.r"i, o, ihu fish pond east of the bri-dge of the same river, in Haleirta

vitlage,r;:/aialua Bay, Oalru. vihen |ositively identified. this bird uras in the company of

;;;;;i; (p"r.i"rr""")-aucks, two piniails and an American vridgeon. fhe pond further u'as

populated by four moorhens anc iour-flve coots. The juvenile snovr goose tuas surprisingly
tame and could be approached to v,,ithrn 40-50 feet when on the water or loafing with the
uinrte domestic ouctri. l observed its presence on Oct. 21, 21, Nov'4; I95P and January

6, .1959. Hanson"(ig5euj *ruo "r* it 
oit, 26, 1958, urrrle'I,{acc}e1}an (rgl9) no longer fou.nd

it on Jan.25, L959. The oYrners of tne poncl told me that the goose arrived about October

l-8, l95B and left on or about January 2A-, Lg59 without, to their knovrledge, bei-ng molested'

The only prevfous recor<l of the snollj- goose on oahu was Ln L904, and altogether it occurred

four times on the islands.

Green-rvinged teal (anas crecca carolinensrs Gm.) I trave ohserved thi-s species three

times, but it rs l-ikely that the same group of four ducks occurred at Kahuku on Nov' 20

and on Dec. 4, 1958, urtile on Nov.21 1 only'could find one teal on the Kaelepulu marsh'

The party of four'uias composed oftvro palrs, the males partially molted on November 20'

thiswastheeighthnoted.occurrenceinHavlair,sdthethirdforOahu.
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Amerj.can v,ridgeon (ivlareca amerlcana /on./,) Observed between Oct.26r 1958 and Jan.
25, L959 on alL major marsh areas of Oahu, with i-ts numbers varylng from one to 20 at a

tirne. Jt has been a regular winterlng bird on Oahu slnee L952, but its numbers are alvrays
very smal}.

Bristle-thrghed curlew (Numenius tahitj.ensis /0n./) lfir. G. ?earsa]] (verbal communi-
cation) saw two curlews at Kahuku on Oct. 13, I95B and f uas able to observe then at the
same }ocality on 0ct. 21, but they were no longer there on Oct, 26, l-gr} (Hanson 19588).
Curlenrs, singles and couples are not seen every year on the main Hawaiian islands.

Greater yellowlegs (Totanus melanoleucus /Cn./\ I saw one bird at Kahuku on Nov. {,
1958. fhis is the fifth noted occurrence on the islands, fourth for Oahu.

llestern sandpiper (Ereunetes mauri Cabanls) I saw one specimen at Kahuku on Oet. 21,

19i8. presumably the same bird 1r/as seen there by Hanson (fgfAn) on Oct. 25, but on

Nov. 4, I95B I no longer found it there. This bird was the first vecorded from the
Haviaiian islands.

Summary:

Detailed observatlons on migfatory blrds are summaxlzed. Besldes seasonal fluctuations
of the common species attention has been drarryn to the fact, that el-even rare specles were

observed (f:-ve by the author) during a single season.
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fABLE I: M.ARS{ ASID SIORE BIAD CEIISIJSES 0N 0Alltrr 1958-59

}OCAtrIfY OT' RTjtr-ERE$C,$

OE$ENVATION
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Aug10 . .
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0ct2 I . r .
0ct? . 39 . o

Oct?1 . 120 r .

Nov9 1 + . r
I{ov9 . * . o

Irlov 15 . 2l+ r .

Dec9 . B . . t
Dec9 5 5 r . .
Dectl . (z5o) . 4 u0
Dee21 a (:fo) . . 42
Dee21 1 30+ . 2 +
Dec2l" L . . . .
Dec2L . 58 . 10 i

+ + . . Moku Mamr 3s. Hanson, L958A

': : : u-:. 53it-illl HHi,'fi;,
.+
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0ct26 . * r * + + + o * + Kahuku
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..2
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tF - observed by the present author
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lEttXR CONCIiIiNING CATTLE EGRETS - December 1, 1960

I was very pleased to read j.n the December 1p50 issue of EIF,PAIO the report of the
discovery of the Cattle Egret Rookery at Kahuku, Oahu.

The reporter appears to indicate that the blrds released in July LgD af Kaaawa and
Koko Head al} loeated at Kahuku, I have had these birds under observation since they were
released. It is my bellef that six birds from the Kaaawa release located almost immediately
at Kahuku and reproduced 1n L9\9 or early ]95O although I could not locate their rookery.

A few of the birds from the Koko Head release are still in that general area and are
reported from time to time.

Early thrs year nine birds v,rere observed for three or four months in the paddocks
behind the Kahua Ranch slaughterhouse at Honouliull, Oahu. later these birds disappeared
and may have jolned the colony at Kahuku.

I do not believe that our mongooses or wild domestic cats will kill many of these
birds. They are well established in many parts of the world where predacrous species
are far more numerous than i-n Hattiali.

Alan thistle, Head
Dirrislon of Entomology and Marketlng
State of Hawait Dept of Ael & Conserv.

Itxl(#t
IETTER I.RONI CHARIES ],A}IOUHE,JX REGARDII{G PIANTS IN PAIKO IAGOON. TIOVEMbCT 28' 1950

Pursuant to a conversation with l{iss Titcomb, f visited the proposed sanctuary for
shore birds at Paiko lagoon on tilovember 25. At this time I colledted most of the plant
species growing there. I did not have tfune to rnake an especially complete col-lection of
the area, and further species can undoubtedly be found. However, the list below includes
all the species of hlgher plants which form conspicuous elements of the vegetati.on.

Algae
Ithodophyta

Acanthophora sp. - the onJ-y alga observed vrhj-ch was at all abundant.

Vascular plants
Grarnineae

Cenchrus echinatus * sandbur

@ - sworlen fingergrass
lanicum maxlmum - Guinea grass
Sporobolus virgj-nj-cus - beach grass
Tricholaena Iepens - l\atal redtop
ffisofgrasseswerefoundon1y1nster1}estateandcou1dnotbe
identified.

Batidaceae
Eatis Erritima - takullkuli kai or pickleweed
Anottier ggg;1s ,Nith extremely small leaves, which may represent an undescrlbed endemic
variety.

Aizoaeeae
Sesuyium portulacastrum - falflllikuli

Portulacaceae
Portulaca oleracea - rakulikuli kula

leguminosae
Acacia farnesiana - klu

koa haoleleucaena glauca -
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Frosopis sp. - kiawe

Euphorblaceae
Euphorbia heterophylla var. !.g!!9!&3 - Mexiean fire plant
Euphorbia hyperj-cifolia - graceful spurge

Malvaceae
Sida fallax - ilima
Lhesg:sia pgpulnea - mllo

Rhizophoraceae
Rhizophorq mangle - Amerrcan (or red) mangrove

Convolvulaceae
Iplmea pgglgphyDa - halry mornlng glory
Jacquemontia sandvricensis - patuohilaka

Compositae
Pluchea indica - Indian marsh floabane or puchea

Most of these plants are the common plants found in such areas anywhere along the
coast of the islands, ffid as such are the plants with which the shore birds are normally
associated. However, the mangrove presents a problem, silce if it 1s allowed to multiply
unchecked, eventually the relatively clean lagoon wiLI be replaced by an evil-sr0ellin8
mangrove slxamp. the mangrove could be removed with relative ease if it is done withln a
short time, In ) years i-t would be an extremely difficult and expensj-ve task. It seems

to me that the p:roperty o$iners around Paiko lagoon would demand that this be done whether
the area is set aside as a sanctuary or not.

I did not flnd any rushes growlng there, but I think that they could be transplanted
with relatlve ease, and would probably grow well there.

You may use this lnformation in any \IJay you see f it.

Charles H. lamoureux
Asst Prof of Botany, Univ of Hawair

JA}IUARY ACTIVITIES:

ir*X'*l(

KO.III/IA I:IILI I&,AD THE TRIP.I'IELD fRI?: milOYO
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General - Jan 15, at the Honolulu Aquari.um Audj-torium at 7:30 p.m.
A nature-.,i:n* wlII be shown.
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