
.'l""..'"

THE E L E'p A I 0

Journal of the

HawaiiAudubon Society
:~."'W-411 ,..
t' :~'f-
C ' ~4 Iq
~ (,J'

°lti SO

For the Better Protection

of Wildlife in Hawaii

~

VOLUME28, NUMBER10 APRIL 1968

REPORTFROMTHE KERNADECS
By William V. Ward

President Titcomb asked me to outline my ornithological experiences in New
Zealand over the past year for you. It is a pleasure to do this, and to extend
my aloha to you.

When 1967 opened, I was in the Kermadec Islands on a 3-months expedition for
the Ornithological Society of New Zealand. The Kermadecs are halfway between
Auckland and Tonga. In 1964, an OSNZexpedition had been sent there, but on its
second day the volcano, inactive for over 90 years, had a violent steam explosion and
everyone was evacuated. So the expedition was mounted again in 1966 and I was able
toparticipate, my duties being to tape record the voices of the birds, make a 16 mm
film of the trip, and prepare a book.

~
The principal island, Raoul (formerly called Sunday), is about six miles long,

heavily forested with Pohutukawa (Metrosideros kermadecensis), a relative of the
'Ohi'a. It has the red pompom-like blossoms, but is a large, spreading tree like
Robirt Hood's oaks. Settlers lived there in the whaling days to grow vegetables for
the sailing ships; but now the island is uninhabited aside from a 9-man NZ weather
station. Unfortunately, the settlers left their cats, goats; and rats came ashore
from a ,qrecked ship. So now the clouds of seabirds which used to nest there are
nearly gone. Goats prevent the great Pohutukawa forest from regenerating. So we
had another chance to see how little it takes to upset ecological balances on a
small island.

There are a few small offshore islands which do not have cats, rats, goats. On
these, nearly every square yard has its burrows of Wedge-tailed Shearwaters and
Black-winged Petrels, while the Kermadec Petrels nest on the ground. The dark-
phased variety of the Wedge-tailed is the one there, and its burrows are much longer
than those of the light phase on Manana (Rabbit Island). Our tape recordings showed
much individual difference in Shearwater moanings, but in general about the same as
those in Hawaii when tapes were compared. We found that the calls of the Kermadec
Petrel became shorter after the end of November. Previous writings indicated that
this was a geographical variation, whereas our tapes now suggest it may be seasonal
instead.

Red-tailed Tropicbirds flying overhead were reminiscent of the calls of Canada
Geese at times. The Grey Ternlet proved to be a most confiding and friendly little
bird. ~Vhenone repeated its quiet II quor-quor" call, it often came closer and
performed its "footlook" display. This bird also has a dance display not unlike
that of the Laysan and Black-footed Albatross; but more like a ballet than the
Albatross' clowning.

I
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White-capped Noddies nested in the Pohutakawas on the outlying islands where

we also found Red-fronted Parakeets. I was supposed to stay on Meyer Islet for two

weeks to film, tape and write; but was there for 27 days before they could get me

off because of heavy seas.

The last expedition of size to the Kermadecs was in 1908, and its members

commented on how quiet the Raoul Tui was, thinking it might be a separate species.

Our tapes showed it to be quite vociferous, but its song is different from the New
Zealand Tui. About the middle of December it became silent. Comparing this with

previous reports, these silent periods apparently vary a bit from year to year, and

gave the impression that led to false conclusions fpr previous visitors.

There were no volcanic explosions while we were there, but one of the lakes was

still boiling. Many Pohutukawas had been blasted by mud as the 'Ohi'a had been by

lava from Kilauea Iki. Like the 'Ohi'a along "Devastation walk" in Hawaii Volcanoes

National Park, some of these Pohutukawas were coming back like green poles as they

had been stripped of their branches by the mud and steam from the explosion.

Raoul had two big Sooty colonies of some 50,000 birds each; and the little

offshore islands had a few nesting here and there on rocky ledges. The Raoul

colonies seem to remain about the same size from year to year. There is heavy

predation from cats and rats, and the majority of chicks are taken. I remember the

first time I was on Manana Island in 1949 with Ruth Dingus. Sooties were nesting

only near the top, and on the western outer slope of the crater. Now there are
nearly a million Sooties on the island, and their eggs are laid right down to the

water where high waves take them. I've never seen any predation of any kind on

Manana Island. During my many visits there, I saw only one Sooty with two eggs.

On Raoul there were several. Audubon, writing in "Birds of America" of the

Tortugas Sooty colony at Bird Key he visited on May 9, 1832 said the Sooty always

lays three eggs! viekept about 13 Sooty tape recordings, many of them made from

hiding places, or a blind, from which the birds could not see us. We now know of

several different communicative calls, including some chicken-like cluckings between

mates at changeovers, and bird to chick. We taped the cheeps of a chick in its
shell, and this was so loud I had to do it over on account of over-recording!

Other birds we saw in the Kermadecs were: Spotless Crake, Kingfisher, Song

Thrush, Blackbird (a thrush), Yellowhammer, Starling, Allied Shearwater, Blue-
faced Booby, Grey Duck, Pukeko, Pacific Golden Plover, Asiatic \ihimbrel, Eastern

Bar-tailed Godwit, Wandering Tattler, Turnstone, White Tern, Shining Cuckoo. On

the two-day 650-mile voyage to Raoul we saw: vlandering Albatross, Black-browed

Mollymawk, Giant Petrel, Cape Pigeon, Flesh-footed Shearwater, Fluttering Shearwater,
Bull~r's Shearwater, Grey-faced Petrel, White-faced Storm Petrel, Black Petrel,

Gannet, Black-backed Gull.

Since returning to New Zealand, I had an interesting but arduous climb to

5,000 feet in the Seaward Kaikouras to tape Hutton's Shearwater nesting in snowy

snowgrass slopes like the Dark-rumped Petrel among Haleakala's cliffs and talus

slopes. In Abel Tasman National Park, I slept beside a swamp to record the

Australian Brown Bittern. Its voice compared with "f" two octaves below middle
"c", lower but not as varied as the American Bittern; but not as low as the Spruce

Grouse. Here I also taped the Skylark (a bit different than Hawaiian ones which
came from NZ), Pukeko, White-faced Heron, Yellowhammer, Black Oystercatcher. In

Eglinton Valley I recorded the Yellowhead or Bush Canary, and in Jackson Bay the

Fiordland Crested Penguin who comes out of the surf to preen, then walks like a

gentleman in white tuxedo up muddy trails to its smelly burrow where it greets
its mate with donkey brays! It has indeed been a broadening exper1ence to

compare NZ's birds with those I've known in Hawaii, the Philippines and Western
North America.

~

Nelson, NevIZealand

Feb. 11, 1968
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THE STIRLINGAUSTRALIANTOUROFOAHUANDKAUAI
By Walter R. Donaghho

Sixteen birders withDavid Stirling, the leader, and myself as the local escort
left the Princess Kaiulani Hotel at 1 P.M. Nov. 4th, on a bird tour of Oahu.

Passing the reservoir on the Old Pali highway, I noticed one Coot, Wllich the
tour members added to their life lists. Then came the stop at the famous Pali
lookout to enjoy the view, and to experience the gale cutting around the rock bluff
at the roadside.

The party drove out through Waimanalo to take in the shows of the Sealife Park,
and to study the fascinating "Reef" aquarium of island fish. I noticed that the
Sooties of Manana (Rabbit ISland) were gone, and only Noddies were flying above
the island.

There was a beautiful view of two Frigates flying low over the parking area
at the Blowhole. One Wandering Tattler was spotted foraging over the rocks at the
edge of the surf.

The bus driver drove down the Hanauma Bay road, into the parking area, and at
least mentally shook his head as he watched the party walk; not over to the cliffs
to look down onto the Bay, as do 99.9% of the parties he brings here, but strike
mauka across the parking area to inspect Brazilian and N.A. Cardinals, and Hhite-
eyes!

Nov. 5: There was a 6 A.M. departure for a 7:30 takeoff. We had breakfast
at the airport and went over to board the plane, which took off soon after.

Getting into MacKenzie stretchouts, we drove off from the Lihue airport to the
Ahukini Reservoir, where I got out and walked up onto the rim to inspect it for
Koloa. There were none seen, and I walked back, to be met with the rest of the
party coming up the road. One asked me what that peep was that she saw. Since
I didn't see any, I had to say so. However, looking along the shore of the small
flat at the west side of the reservoir, I saw, in addition to several Golden Plover
and Turnstones, a very small shorebird. Also, some of the party reported that
there was a Koloa on the reservoir that had just flown in. I climbed back up onto
the rim to spot it across the pond. We walked along the west rim to get a better
view of the Sandpiper, and later, the Koloa, which was on the shore beyond. Then
came the long deliberation, with book open, as to which peep it was. One of the
men was able to walk up to within three yards of it. Everyone came to the conclusion
that it.was a Semipalmated Sandpiper. Its breast was a clean white, and its bill
short. The legs were also dark. After this, the Duck was the next interest, and
we approached it. It took off, flew out over the canefields, giving an excellent

- view of it in flight, then back to the reservoir, to land on the water.
The Lihue Settleruent basin was the next stop. As we drove onto the dam, I

noticed groups of Gallinules, and several Stilt on the mudflats, which were also
dotted with Golden Plover. While calling attention to them, my attention was
called to strange shorebirds in the road just ahead. There were two Sandpipers and
a larger mottled brown bird with a long bill, which suggested Dowitcher. However,
as we approached, the resemblance to the Dowitcher became less, supplanted by
details of the Snipe. The Snipe won out. The other two shorebirds were Pectoral
Sandpipers, which allowed a very close approach, enabling the photographers in the
party to get excellent telephoto shots of all three. On the mudflat was a Sharp-
tailed Sandpiper, and the party was able to compare the two Sandpipers.

Hanapepe Valley was next, with several pairs of Tropicbirds, which proved the
best views of them we had, for the Waime~ Canyon and Kalalau Valley' were filled
with fog and rain.

After lunch, a short stop was made at the Salt Pan, where several Sanderlings
were ~dded to the list, then we drove to Kekaha and up the heights to Koke'e and
beyond. A Pheasant was in the road in the ravine, and a Mockingbird at the bend of
the road. It was raining fairly badly in the canyon, so we went on to the Koke'e
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Lodge for lunch. which was eaten looking apprehensively at the driving rain outside.

An 'Elepaio greeted the party from the edge of the woods in the rear as we
finished lunch and went over to the museum. There were the usual chickens about

the lodge and the illuseum.

'Apapane were numerous at the lookout. Since it was nearly fogged in, we

didn't stay long, but walked up the dirt road. One 'I'iwi flew over the road and

perched in plain sight on a dead snag, offering fine views of it. There were

several 'Anianiau flying over the road and hunting in the woods near the comfort
station.

Since it was still rather early, I decided to drive down the road to one of

the trails leading off from it. We drove past the start of the Honopu trail,

crossed the valley and drew into a clearing beyond from which we would walk to the

Awaawapuhi trail. 'Elepaio, 'Apapane and 'Anianiau were seen, and some of the party

got a very brief glimpse of an 'Amakihi flying across the road and into the bushes

just before the start of the trail.

Now it was time to descend, and we drove quickly down to the Coast and to

Hanapepe for a very delicious prime rib dinner at the Green Gardens Restaurant.

where everyone exclaimed over the Lilikoi chiffon pie, then home to our hotel.

'''-.,../

Nov. 6: Our plane back to Oahu left at noon, so we had the morning for sight-

seeing and birding, and we set out at eight to drive to the Hanalei Valley. There

was little to offer this side of Kilauea Point, compared to that area and beyond,

and we drove quickly to Kilauea then turned on the raod to the point. As we climbed
up over the shoulder of the cone just before going out to the point, I saw a Chinese

Thrush fly across the road and into the lantana and guava beyond, and hollered for
a stop. I opened the door and started to make like a Thrush, but got no response.

We drove on, only to have a second Thrush and its mate fly across the road again,

along with a green bird marked with yellO\"Iand red which I bet was a Hill Robin, rare

on Kauai. Again I started to imitate the bird and got out. By now, everyone got

out, for the excitment was rising to a fever pitch. The bird answered with a few

warbles, but never really burst into song. It wasn't the right time of the year

for singing. The party was now wal1tingup and down the road looking for the Thrush

and noticing other birds, such as White-eyes and Linnets. Soon everyone wanted to

walk dO\ID the road to the point, and we moved slowly on. I noted Meadowlarks flying

in the field on the slopes above. The Shama was seen twice; at least the observer

described a bird that could only have been it, but I never caught sight of one.

At the point, the Red-footed Boobies and Frigatebirds were noted, also a pair

of Brown Boobies flying over the water just past the island. We watched a Frigate-

bird fight a Tropicbird for its fish.

\'1ehad spent quite a lot of time on the walk, so that just the barest amount

of time remained, enough only for a quick dash to the Hanalei Valley lookout, where

the party took in the lovely valley, noted the Stilts and other waterbirds in the

taro paddies below, and we drove back to the airport.

I have forgotten to report about the Newell's Shearwaters flying in to the

Kauai Surf at night. David phoned me soon after I got to my room when we got in

and said that there were Petrels flying in from time to time, attracted by the

lights of the hotel. I identified them and told him I would be right down. He
wasn't down when I got to the lobby, so I walked out to the Nightclub on the bluff,

where the nightly show was in progress. As I went, I caught sight of a white shape

flying into the lights given off by the hotel building and recognized the Shearwater.

As I sat on the Lanai of the nightclub looking out over the beach, which was

illuminated by two powerful lights, I saw three Shearwaters fly in at different
times. Two flew overhead towards the hotel and one in towards the bluff a hundred

yards down the be~ch. Soon David came and later the security officer, who had
earlier taken Dave around with him as he searched for the Shearwaters to band and

to letlooselater whenhe cameoff duty. We laterwalked out to his car where he
lifted up the lid and we saw a dozenShearwaters in the trunk. Dave went up tobed
shortly after, and the officer asked me to go with him on a~rive up to the point



to look for any Shearwaters that may had flown in to the cabins.

on the doorstep of one of the cabins and ran down to pick it up.

one we got on that trip. *****
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I saw one sitting

That was the only

' "

Nov. 9: I saw a Lesser Yellowlegs at the Waipio Settlement basin on a trip

there during the afternoon.

Also seen was a pair of Black-bellied Plover and one Semipalmated Plover, all

of which were seen on the Audubon Field Trip, November 12.

Also was a peep which could be only the Least or Baird's Sandpiper, and I lean

toward the latter, as it was the same size or bigger than the Semipalmated Plover,

with mottled wings, buffy head and breast, short bill and dark legs. I hope someone

else sees this bird, for I cannot be absolutely certain of its identific~tion. It

was easily compared with other birds, and was just slightly smaller than the Sander-

ling. The Least is l\'IUCH smaller.

'' '

+++++

The good news in the ADVERTISER of the Maui Parrotbill, Crested Honeyeater

and the Nuku-pu'u being seen in the Kipahulu Valley by the expedition that went

there last August to explore the area as a potential site for a proposed Nature

Reserve is fine indeed. The paper errs in the party rediscovering all of them

however; it was the Nuku-pu'u that was rediscovered. The other two were seen
before by Baldwin, Richards, Kridler and Banko.

Only two of Maui's birds remain in the status unknown state, and members of

the party believe that both of them were seen.
ivewill find that ALL of Maui' s birds are alive. And there may be one or two

surprises, yet to be described by Science! One of them is Henshaw's '0'0. (Henshaw,

BIRDS OF THE HAWAIIAN POSSESSIONS. p. 74)
There are more rediscoveries to be made, as scientists get out into the woods,

as they ~iillduring the next three years.
On Hawaii, we will find that the '0'0 is alive. Judging by the reports, it

has been INCREASING in the last 20 years. The Orange Koa Finch also remains to be
brought to light, as do the Kona Finch, the Viridonia, and the 'Akialoa. I don't

believe the Mamo is gone.

Pekelo reports at least one black bird on Molokai, which could be the '0'0,

Mamo, or Crested Honeyeater. The '0'0 was last seen in 1945!

There is not, and never has been arlYground for calling any of these species
extinct. There has been too little work done, and too many areas unexplored, for

us to make any statements concerning their status except one--STATUS UNKNOvlN.

Walter R. Donaghho
*****

READERS t NOTES:

HONOLULUADVERTISER,October12, 1967, BIRDSTIREDBYTREK(Margaret L. Smith's
contribution)

The Newell's Shearwater birds are making their annual landing on Kauai, and
dropping exhausted on roads and parking lots....

Each fall, in their trip from an unknown place, they fly along the north coast

of Kauai and, attracted by cane field and car headlights, come in for a landing.

Then they are unable to take off 'again. .

A breakthrough in the puzzle about the life of the black and white bird came

July 25 when biologists Jerry Swedberg and John Sincock discovered the first Newell's

Shearwater egg in the Anahola area at 1,500 feet elevation in staghorn fern cover.

Also found was a baby shearwater which Sincock tried to raise on raw squid.

It was getting along well until just about a month ago when it suddenly died.---
NEVJELL'S RACE OF THE l\1ANXSHEAR\vATER

Newell's Shearwater, which was long thought to be a very rare bird, is turning

out to be fairly common at sea in the vicinity of the Hawaiian islands and as far

westas Wake and southto Palmyra,accordingto a recentpaperby WarrenB. King
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and Patrick J. Gould (The status of newell's race of the f1anx Shearwater, The
Living Bird, VI: 163-186, 7 figures, including maps, November 1967.)

The authors point out that no authenticated records of this race were obtained
between 1894, when the type specimen was taken, and 1954, when Richardson collected
a bird on Oahu. The race was even thought to be extinct. Records are given of all
known specimens, including 24 collected by the Pacific Ocean Biological Survey
Program of the Smithsonian Institution, and their location mapped. Dimensions and
weights also are tabulated. There is a good illustration showing some of the
features by- which this attractive bird may be distinguished.

Kauai seems to be the island where more of these shearwaters have been seen
recently. The sightings are tabulated as follows: Hanalei "several", Hanalei
Plantation Hotel 10, Kilauea Point 48, Kealia to Wailua 123, Lihue 14, Koloa-
Lawai 12, Eleele-Hanapepe 2, Waimea Canyon 25, Na Pali coast 9.

Population size and predation are discussed and also distribution at sea, and
by months (August had the largest number). The largest number recorded at one time
was about 150. They were part of an immense mixed feeding flock of about 4,200
birds seen on 20 Hay 1966.

Under "Breeding Cycle" the authors construct a hypothetical life cycle from
all available evidence. It begins in April with the appearance of breeding birds
in fresh plumage on Kauai. Courtship takes place until the beginning of June when
most eggs are probably laid. Eggs hatch toward the end of July, and the chicks are
large enough to be left unattended, except for frequent feeding, in August. Much
feeding takes place at sea in an area south of the Hawaiian islands, between the
Equator and 10 degrees north; but the primary feeding grounds are believed to. be
around Kauai and Niihau. There is a lengthy bibliography.

A copy of this paper may be consulted at the Pacific Scientific InfDrmation
Center at Bernice P. Bishop Museum.

E. H. Bryan, Jr.-
.~

The following notes are Margaret Titcomb's contribution:
King, Warren B. and Patrick J. Gould The status of Newell's race of the IlJanx

shear'",ater. (The Living Bird, Cornell Laboratory of Ornithology, 6th Annual, 1967:
163-186)

This paper, one of the results of the Pacific Ocean Biological Survey Program,
summarizes the data of Newell's shearwater£rom 1860 to the present, from all
available sources (Auckland Museum, Dominion Museum, American Museum of Uatural
History, Peabody Museum of Natural History at NewHaven, Bishop Museumand Kokee.
Natural.History ffuseum). For many years after t he type specimen was taken (1894,
at Waihee Valley, rilaui), it was considered rare or extinct. It has been found to
be distributed around the world but is more numerous in and around the Hawaiian
Islands than elsewhere. It "apparently breeds, or bred, only in the main Hawaiian
Islands." The Hawaiians have always known the bird, called by them' a' o. "ife can be
certain that it bred in Kauai, Molokai and Maui...fairly certain that it bred on
Hawaii.. .probably on all the main Hawaiian Islands at one time." The author gives
the known history of the bird on each island. At the present time Kauai seems to
be the "possibly unique breeding locality of Newell's shearwater. We believe its
population to be at least in the low thousands," this figure embracing both sea
and land records. .

Population size and predation, distribution at sea, breeding cycle are topics
covered.

Unfortunately the area near the lighthouse at Kilauea, on Kauai, is a breeding
spot chosen by the wedge-tailed shearwaters, and the lights from the lighthouse
itself, cane-field lights, and lights from automobiles on the road 'nearby make a
complex that brings disaster to some juvenile birds. There is lack of corroboration
in the records as to whether the two shearwaters are associated there. King and
Gould say that Newell's shearwaters are "attracted to strong lights". The two
shearwaters "are sometimes seen in close company" but we hope this dangerous area
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will not become increasingly attractive to either bird.

A fine, clear plate by Roger Tory Peterson shows three Newell's shearwaters,
two in flight.

' /
Sick, Helmut Courtship behavior in the manakins (Pipridae): a review.

(ibid, pp. 5-22)

"Manakins are among the most colorful small passerine birds of the Neotropics..."

The author proves it by including two fine plates in color. There are also six

clearly drawn diagrams of courtship movement and display. More than 20 species

treated, special attention given to the source of sounds: "particularly mechanical

sounds generally produced by modified flight feathers..." Reports on the behavior

of females, young males, and interspecific interactions lead to a better under-

standing of function of manakin displays.

Simmons, K.E.L. Ecological adaptations in the life history of the brown booby

at Ascension Island. (ibid, pp. 187-212)
The article is an account of the author's two year study of the brown booby,

presented against a background of adaptive themes, such as sexual dimorphism,

plumages of young, population sizes, food supp:].yand breeding, breeding adaptations,

periodicity of breeding, clutch size, some determinants of social behavior,

antagonistic behavior and sexual behavior, etc. A "comprehensive monograph is to

published elsewhere."

" /

Gould, Patrick J. and Warren B. King have reported (Pacific Ocean Biological

Survey Program) on petrels in their article, "Records of four species of pterodroma
from the central Pacific Ocean" (Auk, 84(4):591-594. 1967)

The birds are: pterodroma ultima, pterodroma rostrata rostrata, Pterodroma

meglecta, and pterodroma arminjoniana heraldica. Names by which they are referred
to commonly are: Murphy's petrel, Tahiti petrel, Kermadec petrel and South Trinidad

petrel. Notes are assembled from previous mention of them--where collected or

observed and when, distribution, numbers observed, range when known, etc. This

is POBSP Paper No.4.

Beaty, Janice Guam's remarkable birds. (South Pacific Bulletin, 17(4):

37-49, 1967)

Guam seems to be a happy place for the bird seeker. In spite of being

"heavily hunted", Guamanian birds have managed to survive throughout the centuries

since discovery by the Spaniards (1668), losing only two, the short-eared owl and

the Micronesian megapode. Credit for this success is laid to the presence of
"thick, jungly second growth" where birds have been able to lead private lives.

Among the birds are two rails, the Chinese least bittern, fruit doves, a ground

dove, swiftlets, a cardinal honey-eater, kingfishers, starlings, crows, reed-
warblers, fantails, braodbills, white-eyes, terns, herons, gallinules, ducks.

Excellent descriptions are given and notes of habits. Introduced birds are noted:

the Philippine turtle-dove, painted quail, blue rock pigeon, chestnut manakin,

Eurasian tree sparrow, the black drongo, and two francolins. "Three seabirds
nest on Guam's coastal cliffs: the white-tailed tropicbird, the brown booby and

the common noddy. Finally, a variety of other winter migrants visit the island

between August and April each year (28 species have been recqrded over the years)--

a rather remarkable aggregation for a small ocean island." A few birds came from

the west: China, Japan, New Guinea, Nalaysia and Vietnam.

--
THE CONDOR, Volume 69, Number 5, Sep-Oct 1967, p. 529, SHORT COMMUNICATIONS

NOCTURNAL FEEDING OF STERNA FUSCATA .AND PUFFINUS PACIFICUS

On the night of 4 August 1963, while participating in the Pacific Ocean

Biological Survey Program of the Smithsonian Institution. I was on a ship which

passed through a feeding flock of Wedge-tailed Shearwaters (Puffinuspacificus)
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and Sooty Terns (sterna fuscata). Since records

literature, and since they are very important in

natural history of seabirds, a condensed account

in the following note.
Location: 16°59'N by 169011'W, ca 20 miles east of Johnston Atoll, Pacific

Ocean. Time: 2330 to 2345. Environment: Moon, full; air temp, 26.7~ O.loC;

sea surface temp., 29.7z 0.3°0; wind ca. 11 knots from east; sea, relatively calm;
sky, scattered clouds. Equipment, heavy battery-powered flood light, 7x35 wide-
field binoculars.

As many as 20 Sooty Terns and 10 Wedge-tailed Shearwaters were observed at ohe

time, but total numbers were undoubtedly rauch larger, perhaps reaching as many as

100 birds. An accurate estimate was impossible because of the limited field of the

flood light and the constant erratic movements of the birds. The ship, moving at

about eight knots, apparently passed through a relatively stationary flock since
the first birds encountered around 2230 hours were milling about but not actively

feeding. Increasing numbers of both species were seen, culminating in large numbers

actively feeding, at 2345 hours. After this time numbers thinned out, and no more

feeding was observed.

Wedge-tailed Shearwaters were observed to plunge into the water after small fish

about three inches long. Often they would chase the fish by paddling awkwardly
along the surface with their head and neck heneath the surface. When a fish was
caught, the bird would rise into the air and swallow it in midflight by a slight

upward flip of the head. The Sooty Terns were apparently feeding by capturing the

fish at the surface without hitting the water. The Terns were constantly calling
as they dashed back and forth low over the water.

This report is Paper No. 20, Pacific Ocean Biological Survey Program, Smithsonian

Institution.-Patrick J. Gould, Dept. of Vertebrate Zoology, Smithsonian Institution,

Washington, D.C. 20560, 1 Nov 1966.

of this sort are rare in the

expanding our knowledge of the

of this observation is presented

*****
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FOR JUNIOR HENBERS:

ST. LOUIS HEIGHTS TRAIL

By David Taira*

Shortly after school on October 28, Ronald Walker and I were tramping along the

St. Louis Trail with our camping gear. There were few birds, so it was interesting

to find an 'Elepaio feather near the beginning of the trail. It surprised me to find

it, since it indicates that 'Elepaio frequent the edges of the forest in this area.

We noted that koa seddlings were sprouting everywhere. We explored several koa pods

to find worms eating at the seeds. It was getting late, so we set up tent in a

small forest of ironwood trees near the first powerline. Within the short time on

the trail we had noted four species of birds all of which ~ere originally introduced.

We awoke at 8:07 next morning with weather just beautiful and perfect for

hiking--bright sun, soft north-east trades. We began hiking at 8:45 and came across
a flock of Leiothrix (Leiothrix lutea). The White-eyes often darted across the

path and we finally reached the second power line at 8:53. We stopped for awhile

and then were on our way again. The few silk oaks along the way brightened the

pathwith theirblossoms., .

About 1/4 of a mile past the power line, we Came upon an 'Elepaio (our first

endemic bird for the day) which visited us for three minutes ~ThileRon aroused its

curiosity with a sucking noise. The flora began to change from the forests to a
staghorn brush. After hiking countless mountaintops we were lucky in getting a

glance of two 'Apapane against the sun. Little "kipuka" along the way indicate
that they are remnants of a large forest which gave way to the staghorn ferns.

These little "kipuka" are frequented by native birds as we got most of our count
from them. Ron had gotten ahead, as I took a rest. Alone I was able to get

*David is an eighth grader at Washington Intermediate, and he is generously sharing

his experiences with us. MAHALO NUl LOA for your interest and contribution.



93

acquainted with all 'Elepaio which I successfully lured with the sucking noise.
I caught up with Ron and was lucky to see for the first time an 'Apapane in

an 'Ohi'a tree. Soon the monotonous seesawing up and down begarl to wear on us.

However, we were more than 5/6 of the way and to be able to see Nt. Olympus towering
above us inspired us.

We finally made it to the top, but to our dismay we had to fight' Akala brush.

We found a small clearing, so we rested under the shade of the tall 'Ohi'a and

Hawaiian Tree Ferns. t'lehad a spectacul~r view of Waimanalo and Kailus. to Ulupau

Head. On the other hand we could see Palolo Valley and Honolulu to Barber's Point.

The bright sun and the cool breeze prolonged our stay till 1:30. We had hiked from

8:45 to 1:00, and now we would take two hours getting back to the tent area. vie
had run out of water, so we drove to Coco's where we ordered water. We enjoyed it
and went home.

\rleenj oyed our hike.

that was ours.
r1ay be some day you also will experience the happiness

Barred Dove. . . .. Oct. 28, 1967

Chinese Dove . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2. . . . . . . . 1

Oct. 29, 19.§1

Linnet. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Ricebird. .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 1
10
6
11
25
7
5
~
70

Leiothrix. .. . . . . .. . . . . . . . .. .. . .. . . .

tiJhi te-eye. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9
, Apapane. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

IElepaio. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

, Amakihi. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Total 13
Hiking Time: 8:45 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

*****

Field trip to Palikea Trail, 11 February 1968:

Our field trip on February 11 took us along the crest of the Waianae Mountains

on t~e Palikea (often called Palehua) trail. The chance of seeing native birds and

plants coupled with the wonderful view makes this a popular hike as 22 participants
proved. In the fields and Kiawe trees below the forested areas there ~fj'eregood

numbers of Barred and Spotted Doves, House Finches, Ricebirds, White-eyes, both

Cardinals, and Mockingbirds. This is the Dest spot on Oahu for l<1ockingbirds. One
Skylark was heard and a flock of about 50 Black-headed Mannikins was seen.

On tpe Palikea trail, few 'Ohi's.tree~ were i~ bloom, but Koa blossoms were

plentiful, and these were attracting IApapane and' Amakihi. About 20 of each were
seen, and equal number of 'Elepaio arldone Leiothrix. Many were in full song--

the 'Amakihi's trill, the 'Elepaio's clear whistle, and the variety of songs of the

'Apapane were heard repeatedly. Also heard were 8 or 10 Japanese Bush Warblers
which proved difficult to find. Only a distant glimpse was obtained of one.

On the way back to Honolulu, a brief stop was made at Waipio Peninsula. Except

for a few Golden Plover, no shorebirds were present. Cattle Egret and Black-headed
Mannikin were seen along with 15 Strawberry Finch and a Pheasarlt. Returning home

the writer saw a Red-vented Bulbul on a telephone line along Kam Highway at the

Navy-Marine Golf Course. A description of this species and its occurrence on Oahu

Carlbe found ih the September 1967 issue of THE ELEPAIO. (Vol.28,No.3, p.24)

J. Richard Gauthey
*****

Excerpts from minutes of general meeting, Hawaii Audubon Societ,y, January 15, 1968:

...President Margaret Titcomb opened the meeting by welcoming the guests and

members The Secretary, ¥J.rs. Pyle, gave a report of the Christmas count in the

absence of her husbarld, Robert Pyle, who was the leader of the count. Despite poor

weather and firecrackers, the count equalled last ye~r's record number of species,
51 and almost doubled the number of individuals.




