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Om my arrival my brother had expressed the opinion that the coot
on this pond were not the lawaiian species (Fulica alase) but the main-
land species (I’ amgricana He bhased this on their tameness, tendency

]

vhaﬁlng at the top of the frewtal saield uvuu runs from the base of the

Peak over the forehead. This red merk is not mentioned in eny works on
wallan birds. I therefore 8D ent some time with a field glass study~-

ing the birds swimming ove: hu body of the pond and a pair with a
brood OL chicks which were in possession of one end of the pond., 1

founu that the pair with the chigcks had the frontal shileld whife, Une

had it mueh larger.than the other running right up on 1ts forehead and

v Q
to fight, mversion to the gallinules, but principally to a red mark
he 0

!'.:

it also showed indistinetly small dark markings near the tip of the
bill. Three others on the nand showed the red top on the front knob.

Ono a large full-fledged bird in fine plumage had it much ¢@fgcr than
the others snd seemed also to have the dark spots near the end of the
bill, Peale who described and named the glee keokeo gave the frontal
knob a8 pale blue (perhaps from a dried sxin)n Dele oolled LLiivorny
white, Rothschild a QGllCuuP ivory thite and Henshaw a delicate crﬁamv

white, my notes say white Davde of “ﬂCJLP““ 1936, published by the
Garden City Publishing bﬂib(nv Ine. deperibes the frontal knob of the

American ooot as brown Yhe Bapk of Digls 1987, valichof by the
National Geographic Socie”v shows a colore plwu< Wit 2 distinetly
red pateh 2t the top of the fromtel shield and T“ddlw& brovn markings
genr the tip of The Bill, bul 3o aescrigtion is given in the text.
Other works give the frontal shield as brown or ehocolate brown . In
1891 there was.a specimen of a coot in the Gay and Hobinson collection
with the Tromtal shield choeolate brown., his was procured on Niiha
by Francis Gay at a time when he shot several with the white frontal
knob. Lhe natives there were acquainted with the variety and called it
alae awi., ihey said that its eggs differed from those of the alae keo-
keo as could be seen when Eh ey were beaten up together in a dish.
lhese natives used the coot! S exgs for food and this statement 1is

therefore probably correct, this specimen wag given to Pe to send
with our cellection to hnglamu to determine if it were a fferent
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species., lothschild must have received the
tion of it in his book. 1t would gdeem 110

lean coot “LrabOLe to themc islgnds OCC”"lQﬂwLL; or ghiad dawalian
cootl somelimes reverts to n)u of its ancestor the american coot.
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ung ‘on the pond at Kalnalu.

wouse 11 the inner edge a

ear one end of the

Hicks whiell the ¢

5 the male would have two and
he male wenuv off a 88 also

! worked ‘

built nesgts and raiged yo
nes rere in full sight from the ho
Dol ool hal¢r~Jucu, From one of tk
of birds had just | ad oul a b
birds were fcedan on the pond, Somet
the female two. B v 1
did. .o chieck lane
ghilcke . ouly saslone &
oY leaves of an underwater gr
bha U 0
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herseld
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sa-like t“m, or to take
]
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je) uer lOuQ under the
ng un food which she gave to the chick, Sometimes she
e more then her tall appeare ”bove uh@ Slieee ardnie
she dived completely below. One chick e W&rger than
showing bthat this species retalns of starting g
before the clutch of egs e lenlo Waer vhe birds serambled up and
tood on the nest there was an opportunity to study the colors of the
egs and feet which have been described a8 pale olive greenish,
bluish green, light glaty blue, and greenish gray. One of tThem 1
noted had Wocu andg toes ”l L gray, anou’er or possibly the same one
under & belier light sho them greenish yellow.

Thege coots showed Jonsid@ruoWe wisdom in their mnest building.
One was near the end of the pond where the pair had cuiﬂlso Lt was
invigible from the land azide from which sometimes boys molested them
Probably to take thelr vg, The nest was anchored by the surrounding
Teeds bvc fres to rise and fall with the mabbr and suffered no hurt
e bnt rc”vy woine, Lt stopds about a foot abowe Lué water and
is about three Teet thick at the surface, It was bulltiel resds
brought fron the opoos"r enﬂ of the pond by the birds. From a seal
glose to the pond lMrg. Mur i he bi/vd at work, 10 oseked
the re@dﬂ acrogs its rLovW“' sufficient load and swam
back to the nest si ghe did nov uhlm W
cover near the nest s
the large smount of
were ‘tambed ﬂo*‘
digvineuly heca

on the
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across the ;Muldu

It was fascinating to wateh these birde and I could not help
Julaulnm of the i 1% that could be provided the people of
Cany, 0 dnvieolable | i it ost@J1¢0h0'u the haeleoulu
pond between Kailua and Lanikai we M.ﬂ be ideel for e peonle oI
Sommoivdin e gl Ty 3 clind o oo sE .

With protection the migracory biras therse

would become tame anc them provide endless tainment,
Lhe beliate = are gympathetic tﬁ@
gife T o

Lo ¢ . Wirds apd L am sure waUWf congider favorably
r from the City snd Count; ) ¢
S s, Could not the Homolulu Audubon Society work on thisg?

weror o leage ol ble HOHQ
Ffavorable eitlte Tor 2 birpd sangtuary BO
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Munro on the death of

“he condolences of the Society go To :
s brol: My, James CG. Munro, a visit to whose home on Molokal is
described above, In 1951 I met Mr., James Munro, wien T wes dolng sole
work Tor the Dishop Museum on ulu maika courses. He was MOS8 t helpful
Ay i }

snd took me in hig car over the island end showed me whel several
courses had been ploughed up. One course left undamaged, perhapsg

Lands, and he helped me

L9

the finest example which remains in the ls
to measure and describe it.



The alae awl, also mentioned by Mr, Munro, is deseribed by len~
Y e o o - A e - 4 - o e
shaw as a gallinule, (Porphyrio melanotus Nemuon), and hot & cogls. He
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states that it was introduced from Australia and seemed rather numer-
ous in the taro patches and rice swemps of Oahu, but so faf as he was
informed it had not reached the other islands. LThat was forty years
ago and 1t may have disappeared, I have tried to find it in recent
years without ‘sucecess,

Mr, Munro's concluding paragraph about making Kaelepulu Pond a
sagig tuary weae one of the first roJLct of our Audubon Society. In
June 1939 a letter was sent to the chairman of the Board of Trustees
of the Bishop Estate setting out the importance of the pond as a nest
ing place for stilts, coots and medhens and a winter home for umb re
of plovers, turnstones, tattlers and several species of ducks. It was
pointed out that the grazing rights and fishing rights would not be
disturbed, The Board rewnlied *h@t the Trustees were Qymp“bn tie with
the effort to create bird sanctuaries and as soon as the lease on this
ares to lir, L.W. Campos expired (which will Dbe in 1940> the frustees
will be glad to discums the matter with the Society.
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HAWATIAN CONSERVATION SUCLELY, We have rec 01ved & notice of the organ-
ization of & new gociety with this title, headed by l@, Chas. M. Dunn,

Vice~President of the Honolulu Kbdﬂb@ﬂ SOCl@bya Its aims seem Lo e
much the same as those of our society and it has our best wishes.

LooKahuly Ter

PACINIC GOLDEN PLOVER. In November 1941 the

& bird walk. Kahuku is one of the best places on the island for birds
and we saw plenty that day. Plover, sanderling and turnslones were on
the pastures and we saw some pectoral sandpipers at the edge of one

of the small pools. ﬂlo“u was an immature herring gull at Lae lake and
a flock of sixteen pintail.

Ag we walked acrogss tk stures we saw a plover running and tum-
blime about., Karen Steele vent after it and caught it and we found
that one of its wings was broken and hanging by a thread of ginew. Ve
cut this and the Steeles took the bird home. After a few days they

gave it %o the Bird Park st Kapiolani Park and it is there now, in
fine condition. The loss of one wing is not at all noticeable and the
bird is very handsome., AT first it was distressing to see its attempts

g8 Flight, i% would Jumu into the air, only to be thrown to the ground
when it fle ypped its single wing. Now it tries no more and looks ouitﬂ
1appye It has put on its summer plumage, glossy black below, separated
from the speckled golden and black upperparts by a broad white line
running from the head down the sides of the hody.

DIRD WALK. Ten of us set off up the Woodlawn ridge trail on April 17th
for the walk, Ve clod Lo welcome thrae NEWCOmers, lrs. Erancis

Bvang, Miss Evans ss Milroy. Their first walk with the Society
was a steep one and we got a wetting as well. lhe OlTuS were %1ng1nb
they did not show then

well as it is the nesting season, but the]

much as we shuuld have liked. Nothing special to report, JUSt

quOV@ le walk. Next walk, meet corner of Punahou and Nehoa at QQOO
Pemo May 15th for Tantalus walk.
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