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BIRDS OF HAWAIIL
and
Adventures in Bird Study

An Ocean Cruise
By George C. Munro
No., 9

: Leaving Laysan we started oan June 27 with a good breeze fér
Lisiangky Island 100 miles away but the wind fell light and we did net
arrive till June 29,

Lisiansky Island i1s much smaller than Laysan., Different surveys
2r estimates give its arema as 32, 49 and 72 acres while Laysan 1s given
a5 288 acres, It has a barrier reef on the northwest, inside of which
we had a good anchorage, On the southwest there is a fringing reef or
series #f reefs running out about 38 or 40 miles., It is not so well .
covered with vegetation as Laysan, Ve saw one portulaéca whieh we had
not seen on Laysan. The grass was shorter and had a thinner leaf; when
dry and rubbed down to its strong fiber it made good filling for the
gkins when we ran out of material for that purpose. There was some
shrubbery round the depressed center of the island.

When we came to the lagoon and neared a sand island some seals
were seen lying asleep on the beach., This created excitement, Rifles
were brought out and several seals were shot but they proved of no
commercial value and it was really a waste of 1life of a rare specles.
We wanted a specimen and a few days after killed a large bull as e
lay asleep alongside another that had been shot. I approached him carc-
fully and stunned him by striking him across the forechead with a stick
of bamboo I picked up on the beach, Ve then easily dispatched him, We
took off his skin which was about half an inch thick, His stomach was
full ef half digested fish, the flesh of these was infested with
parasitical worms. The carcase was across the island from our tent,
Next morning I packed the skin across the island on the end of a bam-
boo pole., On the other end of the pole I had the seal's head and onc
of the partial albino albatrosses that I had found when erossing the
island. The skin must have weighed about 100 pounds. It was a most
tiring tramp, every few yards I would sink into petrel burrows te my
knees, take a shart rest and struggle or. I did not think at the time
of the number of shearwaters I was smothering in their burrows. My
birdbanding companions oa the Oahu islands are careful to examine any
burrows they happen to trample te rescue trapped Pirds. We lost the
skim eventually, the hair slipped and we had to throw it overboard.
The head was probably also thrown away. The species was subseguently
jdeseribed from a speoimen (I think only a head) sent to Burope from
Loysan by Schaulnsland, !

‘Wedpe-tailed shearwaters were numerous ot sea before we reached



égielziiag;efaﬁi of ;?eér Purrows and those of t@e @onin Island petrel
B Thoe oo ’gllsnu? . i?etghegrwaters vere sitting on their eggs
Eaemer, B 1 vy 2 ewW 0 e full fledged young of the petrel which
eme 0 have been left to starve by the old birds, The shrubbery
;ggnieg?gogiggegse% ce?ter of'the ?sland}was taken up by frigate birds
o oobys as nesting 51§es. e saw hgre the mottledfback
pnase of the red-footed booby brooding on her chick on o nest, There
vere o few brown boobys ond a number of the blue-faced., Onc of these
collided w1§h the boat and disgorged two long garfish. This fish is
long and thin and the birds to injest them have to fold them over
seve;al times, I have since examined a white-tailed tropic bird on
Lanai that had one of these fishes in three folds in its throat. Black-
footed albatrosses were along the upper mergin of the beaches and Lay-
san albatrosses were over the whole island but not so thickly placed
os on Laysan, We found two partial albinos of the latter, rather strik-
ing looking birds. This species was further developed than on Laysan,
elready exercising their wings whencver the wind freshened, One evening
when wandering alone I saw o wonderful sight , The wind struck the
island with varying force at different places., Where it struck strorg-
ly nearly all the gooneys along its current "would spread and wave
thelr wings, jumping off the ground and sometimes flying o short
distance, Often they would then turn and walk back to their starting
point. It was a fine sight to see the mass of waving wings. At times
the whole island scemed in motions They got so mixced up that the old
birds sometimes had o great hunt to find their own young. The wing
Teathers are well developed when the body is still covered with down
Which still clings to the e¢nds of the feathers. A number used to go out
in the morning for o swim in the lagoon and might be seen o quarter of
& mile out with wings extunded, These youngsters had to pass through a
number of nesting blue-foced boobys with large young oncs. Onc day 1
witnessed a fight beyween a young gooney ond a young booby, The booby
gqgght viciously but the gooney with snapping of its bill rather than
Lbame,

Rabbits were later released on Lisiansky. They destroyed 21l the
vegetation and died of starvation. :

Sharks were not numcrous at Lisiansky, I rcmarked to Bill onc dey
that I was tempted to take refuge from the heat by jumping into the
lagoon. He advised against it, saying that 'you didn't know when there
might be a big one lurking under the kc¢el', Sure enough next day o lean
12 foot shark was hauwled in, He had in his stomach bones and articles
that had been thrown over the side a day or two before.

Blowflies were not so numerous as on Laysan. But the species scom-
od to me to be lorgsr. We saw no fat-bodied moths though there were
three species smaller than those on Layson and also o number of the
small ones common on Layscn. There werc several species of spiders
ronging from smcll ones up to large ones with nearly an ineh of sprecd.

We felt the heat very much ot Lisiansky. Sitting in the temt werk-
ing on the speecimens with few elothes on the perspiration streoamcd off
One. A bird tick onnoyed use 1tp bite itehed Tor a long time, RKe® ol
Lﬁysan shoes could not be worn as sand soon fille¢d them when one sank
1n the petrel burrows. It scemed curfous to scve the Gevernor of the
island of Laysen walking sbout borcfooteds The burrows collapsed read-
1ly under his extra weight. We bathed often as the woter was shallow
grad there was little donger from sharks, -

Lisionsky was not neorly so interesting on islend os Laysan. But
in epite of the great heat; our Uncomfortebly hard bed su the 210,
ticks biting our feet, we left it with regret and sct sail for the
Pearl and Hermes Reef July 4, 1891,

Tame 20, 1902



CaitDINALS

- Our gordens now have a greatly inorensed numbe
1ting the bird tables and o few notes on thom may b

They werce introduced to Hawaii by the Hul Weru
the Kentucky cardinoel in 1929-31 and the Brazilian
Broazilian bas o grey back and is white bélow, with
end erest, The pexes are clike in color, The Pope ¢
the Brezilion but without o grest, woas introduced 1

I full 3d to beceme established.

Yhe commoncst vigitors aore the Rentucley carvding

which 1e all red with o bimck fuce and the female g
with o flush of red on the wings and toil, She is

with a red beak. Both have @& crest which usually 11
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Young ones show the difference in sexes ot on gorly age., Ghe moles
hoying luncreasging omounts of »ud ﬂullU Blie wemoles vesenble he adills
cemplie; Doth gexes 90 U0 TO0@hD hove Ulackisl Deoks uptil fHe Tovet
cutumn,

The adulte start 40 meult in Fulye In Ausust they leok most
untidy, black patches showing smong the red feathers, but in a few
woeeks thby are bright and sleek aouln,

The Beptucky, or fedbird pp 10 18 8o0ted in the Poutl, i Toupd
ip the United States east of the Great Plains and even up into Conaedo,
Whiore 1t 18 esbtablighed ulong the shores of Lake Brls. It is more or
legp Tesldent YhroughoUt 1te rolides LiHrseus irek mamed the ©ird
Loxle eardinalie 4n 1708, the seneric nome woes loter chorzed t0 Oopdin-

Rliss Thell To bichmonderns ang st11) lober fouy cubs

_J_)UClk

o Wrere TesoE~

Higed, vhe Tloride. Loulsicse, Gisy-toiled sid Brizone sardinuls. Thoy
naye no apvarent field differcices, The full rokme of the cardinal is
thereiore Riolmondene gordineslls eardinelis, Those curdinuls Tound in
selifernis were probobly introdueced from the Host.

The megn 4& Uetaly BUullt 16 & Bunl or @mall Trees Beldol mewT
thon twelwe or fifteen foet fﬂom e gronnd. I8 is Ligal v cohs el
of coarse Brasses snd dead leuves dra Lined with finer grosses. One
redl 1B Ol gapder Uhle yeer Wwos Bullt b ow horiZontel bronel o on
ironweod tree and 1n Tough w*gt;ur 1t fell off The brapch wihern the
vous wepe bp )y Trown, L do nobt Think 10 wae knocked ol by o vol oF
mongoose, slnce the tree wos bonded with e sheetl of 4ins OUne nesgtling
Woo tennd dead fon tlile oredund,  theotlew we ed di i npenead,

The eggs number 2-4, usually lh1099 whiilsh 2rougd ecoloy 8 . e:ly
marked with greyish br ozdLg ghilelly 8¢ the larvecy il

The well~known call note 1s a sharp b amd e réuouallv
delivered by the male Ffrom high in a tree9 o @ e of clear ring-
ing notes, ”d@e~ur“ dee-ur, dee-ur, whee~chu, whee-chu, whee-chu".

The female also sings at times, MuxCh L unuoLal smong birds, Her
notes are soicer than the male' The song may be heard almost any
month of the year, but in the sprip@ he males sing loud and clear,
serving notice te other males that the adjscent fterritdry is their
QTjVouG domain and also telling any unattached female that there lg a
cholice feeding area where she can bulld her negt. If a2ll goes well

she does so and the male takes charge of the young when they leave the
weet and ghe staris off agely wilh suogvher Taml 1y, TWoO OF 6ven Llrce
broods are reared and 1t is interesting to note the change in the
behaviour of the parents when the young are able to take care of them-
selves. Up to that time the male is pestered by the young for feod and
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although he works hard they are always following him around, shivering
their wings and calling their chattering hunger CTy. But a day comes
when he has had enough. Now they call in vain, he drives them away to
find feeding areas of their own., They wander far afield, being driven
off by one male after another as they encroach on his territory, until
they find a place where there are no jealous males and they cah settle
downm. Thus the continual spread of the race is ensured.

Ivery year in the autumn I am asked, “Where have the cardinals
gone? They don't sing in the garden any more“, This apparent absence
of the birds is a result of the breaking up of the birds' territories
at the end of the breeding season, but in the spring they will return
te sing sgain.

the favorite food of the cardinal is sunflower seed, but actord-
ing to the U.S. Department of Agriculture Farmers' Bulletin 755 "its
food is composed of 29% animal matter and 1% vegetable, At most not
more than 2% of the cardinal's food, probably less, consigts of useful
insects, while twelve times as much is made up of injurious species.
Grasshoppers, together with true bugs, form more than one tenth of the
total food., Iispecially commendable is the destruction of scale insects.
Ine bird has a record for feeding on many of the worst agricultural
pealbss Weed peed forms more than a third of the total food., The redbird
sccupies an important place among birds devouring weed seeds,'

fhe cardinal has repald many thousandfold the money spent in
bringing it to Hawsii and in addition gives enjoyment to all with its
hright color and cheery song. i Todta.N
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BARLY BIRD RECORDS, From me, log of Capt. Clerke, 1799 (with Capts
Jemes Cook) at Hawaiil.

the Birds of these Islands are ag besutiful as any we have seen
during the Veyvage, and are numerous thousgh hot warious. There asre four
walecl: peem 10 helodip te the lrechill or lloney tudkers of Liuupens, 018
of which is something larger than a Bullfinch {10, it sedeur 1o 2 Tlhe
glossy black, the rump, vent and thighs deep yellow; another (2} 1e &7
an excesding bright Scarlst Colour, the wings and tzil blael; s third
(3) which seems to be either a young bird or variety of the Foregoling
ig variegated with red, browr and yellew; the fourth (4) is intirely
Green with a tinge of yellowp)There is a species of Thrush with a grey
Breast (5): and a small bird #f the Fly-catcher kind; a lail {7) with
very short wings and no tail, which on that account we called Rallus
ecaudatus. ltavens (8) are found here but they are very scarce, thelr
colour is dark brown inclining to blaeck, and their note is different

from those of Burope, Here are two small birds both of one Genus, that
are very cowmen; one (9) is red and is generaly seen about the Coconut
Trees, particularly when they are in flower from whence 1t seems 1o
derive great part of its subsistence; the other (16) ie green; the :
tongues of both are long and ciliated or fringed at the Tip. A Bird(11)
with a yellow head which from the structure of its beak we called a
parrogquet, is like very common; it however by no means belongs to thgt
!ribe, but greatly resembles the Loxia flavicans or Yellowish Crossbill
of Linnaeus,

There ate slpo Owls (12), Plover (15 and 14) of two soriss; bne
rery lke the whistling Plover of Burope, a large whitish Pigeon (15)
Bird with a leng tall whose colour is black, the vent, and feathers
nder the wings (which are much longer than is usually seen in the
renierality of birds except the Bird of Paradise) are yellow and the

fopmor, water or darker Hen (17).
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fhe above very interesting extract from the log of Capt. Clerke
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itten 163 years 880, was cenur Ll uiad by Misg M. Titcomb, Librarian
ef the B¢ P Bishop Mugeum, Honolulu. Most of the birds can be readily
Ldentiied from Tie deor &Qtionsi wh¢cn show considerable knowledge of
birds and the ability to depict them clearly and concisely. (1) is the
mamoh Drevanis pacifica., now extinet, (2) The iiwi, Vestiaria coccinea,
w0l plentisy, B Voung i Capta Clerke ourmioed that these

variegated vellO” birds were iiwi, though the natives and even ornithol-
ogists later thought they were a different species, (4) Possitly the
green solitaire, Viridenla meglittirveostriss 1 do net think the smakxihl
was indicated, since that is described below. (5) Hawaii thrush, omaoc,
Phaeornis obscura obscura, still to be found, (6) Hawaii elm)aioS Chas~-
lemplis . sandwichensis sandwichensis, still plentiful. {9 ) Ssudwieh wail
i mohcr Perinula millsi, extirot. (8) Hawaiian crow, Corvus LroPLcuE
) apane, Himatione senguinea, stlll plentiful, | 1% Eawail amakibis
lorcdre0qp¢s virens v1ren09 sl wieneiPyly (1) ou, Peiitivestra
;gitbuceag formerly plentiful but now nearly extinct. See Hlepailo,

Vole e 19 e |12 Hagniian owl, pueo, Asio flammeus sandwichensis,
still common, (13 and 14) Pacific golden vplover, kolea, Pluvialis
dominica fuliva and perhaps the olarﬁ— ellied plover, Squatarola squat-
z2rola, though perhsps another migrant may be ilndicsted, suchl as the
wandering tattler or turhgtone, (10) What js 1tY Mo pigeons were
endemiec to Hawaii. (16) Hawraii Oz, Acrulocercus nobilis, now probakly
axtinet, (17) Hawaiian coot. =olae keokeo or perhaps the mudhen, alae
ula, Gallinidla ehleroplus sandvioensis.
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PHTERSON PLATES.,
fhe Bociety has received a g t from the National Audubon Society of
two beautliful reproduction paintings by Roger Tory Peterson., They
Wese deseyibed amd [llaetr ’eﬂ in the May-June igsuve of Auduben lag-
azine. They are of the Blue Jay and Cardinal, and when framed will
make eplencid pictures for our meeting room, when we can meet again.
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TERDRITORIAL BILRCTIONS,

be ghall egoen he voting agein, let us remember the friends of the
viras, foremest Leing Senator Francig Brown, And on the other side,
Rep. Lindgley avstin, who wenuve to shoot plover.

RECOMMENDIRD R13 AZ;JJQ

Ng‘oan thoroighly recommsnd “Pageant in the 3ky" by Raymond S. Deck,
el 0o e el e lerary of Hawail. There are many books which have
been written covering the same ground but this is the best of the lot
chat we have come across., Although particunler advice on attracting
blyds‘refers vo 1he asuthor's experience ir Jonnecticut many of the
brimeiples will be useful to 112 here,




