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quite a long time, probably for one or two 
hours or more, and were essentially continu­
ous <luring this time. If the birds were 
circl111g repeatedly, I suppose there might 
have been as few as half a dozen, but if they 
were passing more or less directly overhead, 
there must have been a much larger number. 
After this time I either fell into a deeper 
sleep or the birds stopped calling. The sky 
may have cleared, as the weather was clear and 
sunny after the mists had lifted the next 
morning. Towards morning there was a second 
period of calling, but it stopped before it 
was light enough to see anything. 

The next day we descended into Waimanu 
Valley, where we saw a number of Black-crowned 
Night Heron. In the evening we heard the 
strange calls once or twice again, with the 
herons in view, and I felt that perhaps we had 
heard a flock of these birds feeding in the 
bog on the previous night. Being very much 
a novice as a birder, I thought that perhaps 
the "night" in night heron referr.ed to the 
nocturnal noise and antics of this animal. 

A few weeks ago I described our adven­
tures to Dick Davis, and he suggested that we 
might have actually heard the calls of a flock 

Newell Shearwater (Puffinus p. newelli) 
flying to nests in the area. He imitated the 
call of this bird, and, as nearly as my fading 
memory could judge, it did sound very much 
like the music we had heard on the mountain. 
I think that it is entirely possible, there­
fore, that there is a colony of these birds 
nesting in this area. At the present time 
there is no known breeding colony of this 
endangered species on the Island of Hawaii. 

5326 Keikilani Circle 
Honolulu, Hawaii 9682l 

CORRECTIONS AND ADDITIONS 

CORRECTIONS. 
'Akepa were not a new high in the 1977 

Volcano Christmas Count. This was the second 
highest year (Vol. 38:112). 'O'u were seen 
only in the Olaa Tract on the Volcano count 
(Vol. 38:113). 'Akiapola'au were seen at 
3800 ft., one mile north of the Olaa Tract, 
near Puu Makaala (Vol. 38:105). 

ADDITION. 
The excellent drawing of the Hawaii 

'Akepa in the last issue of the 'Elepaio was 
done by H. Douglas Pratt. 

KAPIOLANI PARK AND NA L.AAU TRAIL FIELD TRIP 

The Kapoilani Park and Na Laau Trail hike 
on Sunday, March the 12th began at the Waikiki 
Aquarium Auditorium at 7:30 a.m. The first 
sighting of a parrot and parakeet in a tree 
Ewa way from the Aquarium. As these green 
birds, one with a long tail, took off, all of 
us saw them clearly. 

We crossed the road, and our next sighting 
was part way across the park, where there was 
a fence by a golf driving range. 
if people notice small brown birds on a fence 
or on the ground, they casually remark, "Oh, a 
bunch of Sparrows", but the Auduboners were 
aware of differences among the sparrows; In 
this group there were about two dozen Java 
Sparrows, some House Finches, and an adult and 
two immature Saffron Finches. along, 
in a tree overhead, were several Yellow-fronted 
Canaries, which posed for us. 

We next walked along the south side of the 
park at the south side of the escarpment toward 
Diamond Head Road. Birds were scarcer here. 
We went up Diamond Head Road, Makaki Place Road, 
and up the Na Laau Trail, which was steep at 
first. A Mockingbird was heard up on the crater 
edge. A Northern Cardinal was seen and heard 
by our Minnesota visitor. There were flocks of 
white birds flying about, both white Doves, and 
White Terns. The wing beats of the doves were 
rapid, up and down; whereas the seven terns 
had a slower, front to back, sweeping motion. 

We came to another steep slope in the trail, 
and most of the hikers turned back. The few 
that persisted were rewarded by the sight of 
several greyish birds with saucy red tails sit­
ting on a fence. Mike Ord, who drew our atten­
tion to these Lavender Fire Finches, counted 
ll of them. 

Besides the birds already mentioned we saw 
many of the common birds; the common Myna, 
Barred Dove, Spotted Dove, American Golden 
Plover, Japanese White-eye, Spotted Munia, and 
Red-crested Cardinal were plentiful. Other 
sightings by members of the group included a 
Frigatebird, four Red-vented Bulbuls, and one 
Cordon-bleu. There was one last unpleasant 
sighting. Six parking tickets were on the car 
windshields of those hikers who had inadvisedly 
parked in the Waikiki Aquarium visitor's parking 
area 

John MitcheU 
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TYPIST NEEDED - - HELP!! 
Haven't you always wanted to dance your 

nimble fingers on the keyboard of an IBM 
Selectric typewriter? Here's your chance to 
type fascinating material, have a preview of 
the next 'Elepaio, and save your Society money, 
all at the same time! What's more, your mis­
taKes can be easily corrected with the handy 
correction key on this machine. 

HAS now has its own brand new typewriter, 
kept at the editor's home in Manca. If you 
have an hour or so a month and would like to 
help type up the 'Elepaio, please contact C.J. 
Ralph at 988-6921. We need you! 

AUDUBON RESEARCH GRANTS 

The Hawaii Audubon Society will award grants, 
generally not exceeding $500, for research in 
Hawaiian and Pacific natural history. The 
Scholarship and Grants Committee has establish­
ed a formal procedure for grant applications. 
In the .future, application deadlines will 
occur twice annually: March 1 and September 1. 
However, this year applications for summer 
funding will be accepted until June 15. For 
information on application format andproce­
dures, write to the Scholarshlp and Grants 
Committee, Hawaii Audubon Society, P.O. Box 
22832, Honolulu, HI 96822. 

ALOHA TO NEW M:ffiERS 

We welcome the following new members and 
encourage them to join in our activities. 

Junior: Jaan Lepson, Honolulu. 
Regular: Marjorie Benning, V.G.Clark­

Wismer, Marcie Mcinerny, Alan Rice, Suzanne 
Rowlands, all of Honolulu; Jeremiah Cahill, 
Naalehu; S.F.Cushman,Kula; Mrs. John Keat, 
Makaweli; Dennis Miyashiro, Hilo; Gary Nishi­
moto, Hilo; Greg Vaughn, Kailua. 

Regular (Reinstated): Evlyne Johnson, 
Honolulu; Eugene Kridler, Kailua. _ 

Subscribers: Hubert Farley, Paso Robles, 

CA; David Freeland, East Amherst,NY; Eugene 
Miller, Rochester, NY; Gerry Murphy, San Fran­
cisco, CA; Kris Ohlenkamp, Van Nuys, CA; 
Patricia Schumpelt, San Lorenzo,CA; Paul 
Smythe, Santa Monica, CA; Mary Alice Wright, 
Scottsdale, AZ. 

A special Mahalo to new Life Member, 
Mrs. Lilly B. Argante-Eizinger, of Sacramento, 
California. 

WETLAND BIRD HABITATS COMPILED 

A survey of wetland birds and their habitats 
in Hawaii, which began in April 1977, was com­
pleted in September, and the results of the 
survey were published in a two volume report 
in December 1977. Field work was conducted by 
Robert Shallenberger, Sheila Conant, Philip 
Bruner, H. Douglas Pratt, and Greg Vaughn. 
The brochure, inserted in the April 'Elepaio 
for Oahu members and this issue for others, 
was adapted from material in the report. 

The survey was contracted to Ahuimanu Pro­
ductions by the U.S. Army corps of Engineers. 
As a result of amendments to the Federal 
Water Pollution Control Act, the Corps was 
given authority to regulate all dredging 
and filling in wetlands. In order to im­
plement that authority effectively, the Corps 
has contracted wetland vegetation studies 
not only in Hawaii, but also Guam, the North­
ern Marianas, American Samoa, and the Caroline 
Islands. In evaluating permit applications 
for wetland activities, the Corps must con­
sider all wetland values, including their role 
as wildlife habitat. The ornithological study 
of Hawaiian wetlands provides the data nec­
essary for this evaluation 

A total of 66 wetlands on five Hawaiian 
islands was surveyed, although several of 
these sites actually involved more than one 
wetland. The sites included fishponds, 
reservoirs, settling ponds, marshes, mudflats, 
bogs, and flooded stream valleys. Most were 
low elevation sites. The report contains data 
on birds observed on each of two or more trips 
to the sites, as well as a review of histor­
ical information, much of it from the 'Elepaio. 
In addition, species accounts provide detailed 
information on each of the resident native 
wetland birds and briefer information on 
migratory species. Photographs of the wetland 
sites and the birds are included in the report. 
A limited number of copies 'are available from 
Ahuimanu Productions, PO Box 1166, Kailua, 
Hawaii 96734. 

OONATIONS 

MAHALO NUI LOA to the following members 
who have generously sent donations, ranging 
from $2.00 to $7.00, to the Society: Jeremiah 
Cahill, Florence Griffin, Donald Johnson, Mrs. 
Robert Kepner, George-Ann Maxson, Gerry Murphy, 
Linda Ogata, Euphie Shields, Lawrence Taylor. 
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HAWAl I AUDUBO'J SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 

May 8. Board Meeting at the home of Rob 
Shallenberger,169 Kuulei Rd.,Kailua(261-3741) 
7 p.m. All members welcome. 

May 14. Field trip to Haiku Valley. 
popular trip will feature areas that have 
densities of introduced forest birds such 

as the Japanese Bush Warbler and Melodious 
Laughing-Thrush. Meet at the Hawaii State 
Library pn Punchbowl St. at 7 a.m., or at the 
mauka side of the intersection of Haiku Rd. 
and Kahekili Highway in Kaneohe at 7:30 a.m. 
Leaders: Tim Burr (235-4036) and Maile 
Stemmermann (235-1693). 

May 15. General Meeting, 7:30 p.m., at 
Room 011, St. John Plant Science Bldg., Uni­
versity of Hawaii, Manoa campus. See front 

~page for details. 

= NOTE DIFFERENT LOCATION FOR MAY MEETING! 

• ' -----

~ ...................................................................... ;. 
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HAWAII AUDUBON EXECUTIVE BOARD 

President . . .. Dr. Robert L. Pyle 
Vice-President (Conservation) 

Dr. Robert J_. Shallenberger 
Vice-President (Program) ...... John Ford 
Treasurer ......... Lawrence T. Hirai 
Recording Secretary . . . .Maile Stemmermann 
Corresponding Secretary .Dr. John F. Walters 
Director (Legislative) .... George Campbell 
Director (Field Activities) .Timothy A. Burr 

Representatives 
Island of Hawaii ......... Mae E. Mull 
Washington, D. C ..... Dr. Warren B. King 

Other Workers 
Membership Committee. . Leilani Pyle 

Kammy Wong 
Education Committee . Linda M. Ogata 
Scholarship Committee .Sheila Conant 

Robert Shallenberger, C. J. Ralph 

'ELEPAIO EDITORIAL COMMITTEE 

Robert L. Pyle, C. John Ralph (Editor), 
Carol Pearson Ralph, Maile Stemmermann, and 
John F. Walters. 

Reprinting of material in the 'Elepaio is 
permitted if credited to: "the 'Elepaio, 
journal of the Hawaii Audubon Society." 
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