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them off as insignificant. The list of plant 
taxa and the populations of native insecti
vorous birds in the valley implies that the 
insect fauna is sianificant. We recommend 
that both the aquatic and terrestrial sur-
veys be made. 

On pp. 205-207 an apparent interdisci
plinary team biological survey is summarized. 
Where is their full report and who conducted 
it? Most of the conclusions in this summary 
were not treated in detail in the appendices 
and, in fact, could not have been because of 
insufficient data. Most of the functional 
groups in the ecosystem weren't even sur
veyed! There appears to be no data to sup
port these conclusions; thus, this section 
(ecological analysis) is very misleading and 
wrong, and the impacts grossly minimized. 

The proposal to replant road cuts with 
native species is commendable (pp. 159 and 
210), but we question whether serious plans 
have been made for this, and, in the pressure 
of erosion, expediency will take 
precedence. Where is the seed or propagule· 
source for native species? Who are the con
sultants in botany and horticulture to advise 
on suitable species and propagating methods? 
How are you going to cope with - the introduc
tion of weedy species, many of which spread 
as seeds on tractor treads or are so vagile 
that they appear as soon as the ground is 
broken? Rapid and serious erosion is going 
to take place given the physical and climatic 
setting of North Halawa Valley and the level 
of proposed construction. A new balance may 
be struck in 10 years or more but at what a 
great environmental cost. 

Some of the weeds introduced by con
struction will spread and may seriously af
fect the native biota. Some of these are 
prone to fire, thus further exacerbating 
that concern. Given the steepness of the 
slopes and their proximity to the proposed 
roadway, fire and its control ·will be a major 
problem. 

In short, again we have .an example of 
the Midas touch of federal funds, where 
everything turns to worthless "gold". The 
only argument given in favor of H3 is the 
infusion of federal highway monies. 

Thank you for the opportunity to re
view this proposal. 

Sincerely yours, 

Francis G. Howarth . 
Ph . D. 

HAWAII FEATLRED IN ALIDLIBON CONFERENCE 

The National Audubon Society's Western 
Conference to be held 18-21 March 1978 at the 

Conference Grounds near Monterey, 
California will feature "Alaska and Hawaii: 
A Question of Stewardship." Registration is 
now open for the conference, which will focus 
on wildlife management and conservation. 

On the wildlife panel will be 
Dr. William Mull, Dr. Andrew J. Berger, Dr. 
Robert J. Shallenberger, Dr. Niklos D. F. 
Udvardy, and Dr. C. J. Ralph. A featured 
evening speaker will be Senator Jean S. King, 
Chairperson of the Ecology, Environment ano 
Recreation Committee of the Hawaii State 
Senate. 

Alaskan speakers will include Dr. Robert 
LaResche, Commissioner, Department of 
Natural Resourqes; Dr. Robert Weeden, Profes
sor .of Resource Management, University of 
Alaska; and several others in agencies and 
organizations concerned with resource manage
ment and conservation. 

Asilomar is situated on the tip of the 
Monterey Peninsula overlooking the Pacific 
Ocean, anongst 100 acres of pine and cypress 
forest in a beautiful setting. The meals and 
lodging for the event from Saturday afternoDn 

Tuesday noon will range from $57 to 
$108 per person. Field trips to land and 
ocean areas will be featured Monday morning. 
Further information can be obtained from: 
Audubon Conference, 555 Audubon Place, Sacra
mento, CA 95825. 

I AUDUBON JOINS SUIT AGAINST STATE 

January 16, 1978 
Mr. Michael R. Sherwood 
Sierra Club Legal Defense Fund, Inc. 

Dear Mr. Sherwood: 

Thank you very much for keeping us 
informed about developments in the Palila 
habitat destruction case through copies of 
your correspondence. 

The Board of Directors of the Hawaii 
Audubon Society, at its January 9th meeting, 
voted to support the Sierra Club in its liti
gation against the Hawaii Department of Land 
and Natural Resourcez as a co-plaintiff. We 
are requesting in a letter to Paul Howard 
that the National Audubon Society also join 
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in as a co-plaintiff, and that the NAS contri
bute funding and necessary assistance in the 
suit. The HAS is in the midst of an expen
sive revision of its publication Hawaii's 
Birds, and we feel we can commit only up to 
$1000 in this legal effort. We hope the NAS 
will be able to make a larger colt'.rni trnent, and 
be ready to contribute additional funding if 
the case goes to trial. 

This letter will serve as official 
written authorization for you to represent 
the Hawaii Audubon Society in this matter. 
If the NAS agrees to participate in the suit, 
they will have to provide you with authoriza
tion independently of the HAS. We apologize 
for the delay in our responding to this 
matter, and hope that our participation will 
be of assistance to you. 

Aloha, 
Robert L. Pyle 
President 

H4S ASKS NATIONAL TO JOIN PAULA SUIT 

January 16, 1978 
Mr. Paul Howard 

- -. Senior Vice President 
National Audubon •Society - .. - -... ~ - · -·-- · .. .. · · 
New York, NY 

Dear Paul: 

At our January 9th meeting, the Hawaii 
Audubon Society Board of Directors voted to 
Join in the ·sierra Club Palila suit as a co
plaintiff. Although our current field guide 
revision will tap our bank account, we have 
decided to commit up to $1000 to the litigation. 

We hope that the NAS will also join in the 
suit and contribute additional funding, legal 
advice and other assistance where necessary. 
We feel that the threat of suit, and perhaps 
even the actual trial, are now the only re
courses in this battle, in light of the stale
mate on the issue in the state government at 
this time. The arguments in the proposed suit 
appear to be sound and certainly in keeping 
with the objectives of the HAS and the NAS. 
We hope that the issue does not come to trial, 
but if it does, it is likely that the HAS would 
be conspicuous in its lack of involvement 
should the case be tried without our participa
tion. 

This is an appropriate time for NAS invol
vement in an issue of national importance, as · 
a court testing of the Endangered Species Act 
in this way will set important precedent for 
the future of wildlife conservation. If you 
choose to join in this effort, it will be 
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necessary to provide Michael Sherwood with 
independent written authorization to serve as 
~ttorney on your behalf. The HAS of course 
will be happy to provide expertise and support 
to the limit of our ability. 

Aloha, 

Robert L. Pyle 
President 

ALOH4 TO NEW MEMBERS 

The Society wishes to welcome the 
following new members: Penelope C. Blair, 
Honolulu; William C. Brooks, Jr., Honolulu; 
Stephanie Nagata, Fort Collins, Colorado; 
A. Sonia Faust, Honolulu; John Ford, 
Honolulu; Elizabeth C. Johnson, Honolulu; 
Edward K. K. Kaohelaulii, Honolulu; Bob and 
Peggy Miller, Aiea; Dr. Alley Y. Miyahara, 
Honolulu; Ben Okimoto, Manhattan, Kansas; 
and Claire Wolfe, Hawaii National Park. A 
first installment for a life membership 
was received from Shirley D. Bennett, 
Honolulu. Mahala! 

Mahala also to John M. Rybczyk, 
Honolulu, for a donation to the Society. 

PUBLICATIONS OF THE SOCIETY 

HAWAII'S BIRDS by the Society (1975). This 
is the best field guide to our birds, and 
includes colored illustrations of all native 
and well-established exotic species·. 
(Postpaid, add 27¢ for airmail) •••••••• $3.30 

FIELD · CHECK-LIST OF BIRDS OF HAWAII by 
R. L. Pyle (1976). A pocket-size field 
card listing the species recorded in Hawaii 
with space for notes of field trips. 
(Postpaid). • • . • • • • . • . . • .25 

(ten or more, 10~ per copy) 

GUIDE TO HAWAIIAN BIRDING by members of 
Society and edited by C. J. Ralph (1977). 
Where to go and some idea of what you are 
likely to see. For the islapds of Hawaii, 
Maui, Molokai, Lanai, Oahu, and Kauai. 
(Postpaid). . . . • • . . • . . • • .50 

PRELIMINARY LIST OF THE BIRDS OF HAWAII by 
R. L. ·Pyle (1977). An authoritative compila- . 
tion of all species naturally occurring in 
Hawaii as well as those introduced by man 
currently established as viable populations. 
Gives an excellent summary of each species' 
status. 
(Postpaid) ............... $1.00 
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•1•11111111111111111111111111111111~1111111111111111111111111111111111:: 

HAWAII AUDUBON SCHEDULE OF EVENTS : --. 
Feb. 12. Field trip to waterbird areas : 

on Oahu, Waipio Peninsula, Pearl Harbor areas,: 
and possibly Kahuku in the afternoon for 
those interested. Meet at the State Library 
on Punchbowl St. at 8 a.m. Leader: Timothy 
A. Burr (235-4036 ) . 

Feb. 13. Board meeting at the Ralphs' 
home, 2841 Kahawai, one block ewa of Manoa 
Safeway (988-6921, for directions), 7 p.m. 

:E All members welcome. ---E Feb. 20. Membership meeting. "Cooper-
: ative Waterbird Color-banding Project." Rick 

Coleman and Tim Burr will outline the excit----E ing project designed to discover the nature 
E of water bird movements into the Hawaiian 
E Islands. Waikiki Aquarium Auditorium, 
: 7:30 p.m. 
~11111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111 .. 

* * * * * * * * * * * 

Reprinting of material in the 'Elepaio is 
permitted if credited to: "The 'Elepaio, 
journal of the Hawaii Audubon Society." 

HAWAII AUDUBON SOCIETY 
P. 0 . Box 22832 

HONOLULU, HAWAII 96822 

'Elepaio, Vol. 38(8 ) 

HAWAII AUDUBON EXECUTIVE BOARD 

President .. . . Dr. Robert L. Pyle 
Vice-President (Conservation ) 

Dr . Robert J. Shallenberger 
Vice-President (Program ) . . . . . .John Ford 
Treasurer . . . ...... Lawrence T. Hirai 
Recording Secretary . . . .Maile Stemmermann 
Corresponding Secretary .Dr. John F. Walters 
Director (Legislative ) . . . .George Campbell 
Director (Field Activities ) .Timothy A. Burr 

Representatives 
Island of Hawaii. . . . . . . Mae E. ~ull 
Washington, D.C. . ... Dr. Warren B. King 

Other Workers 
Membership Commit~ 

Linda Murakami, Kami Wong 
Book Order Secretary ..... Polly Carlstead 

'ELEPAIO EDITORIAL COMMITTEE 

Robert L. Pyle, c. John Ralph (Editor), 
Carol Pearson Ralph, Maile Stemmermann, and 
John F . Walters . 

IF NOT A MEMBER, PLEASE JOIN US 

Regul'ar Member . . . . . . . 
Junior Member (18 and under) 
Life Member. . . .... 

$ 3.00 
1. 00 

100.00 
(Payable in $25 annual installments) 
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