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A,Trip up a Jungle River ~
. (Second installment) B

‘jTﬁe"roadvfollawed>the,bankiof the river; coming to a bridge
under construction. 'I was interested in some iiwi like notes and
trills coming from a high tree towering overhead on the opposite bank.
Scanning this carefully with my glasses I saw a large bird fly up from
one limb and perch upon another. It was glossy black with a yellow
bill and facial mask, and I recognized the true mynah. It closely
resembled the false mynah in appearance, but it was much larger.

- I stepped off the bridge and entered the jungle, starting down
stream. I passed under the shade of great trees, homba, several kinds
of banyans and muny others that reached over a hundred feet in height.
"The going was not difficult, but soon I brushed against vines and the
leaves of a palmetto that were armed with barbs, and regretted that I
did¢ so. This palmetto also had a long slender creeper that had a nasty
habit of reaching out and twining around you, so that you had to peel
it off, thorm by thorn. Several other kinds of palms grew about under
the trees, including a fishtail palm. The floor was a myriad of ferms
‘and other plants, and butterflies with colors that matched the gloom
flitted about. Strange birds e-lled oeccasionally, and at one time I
was startled by two large birds which flew up from the ground where
they had apparently been disturbed at their feeding, and jumping from
branch to branch ascended to a high roost out of danger. They were
very strange in their appearance, -resembling a pheasant, or more necr-
ly, a South aAmerican chacalaca. They possessed a large whitish bill
that somevhat resembled that of an eagle. The tail was long and wide,
and the feathers were a mottled brown with black, in the manner of a
turkey. The male had a white head. They sat in the tree making loud
raucous, "grating notes. At one time they uttered a high, harsh and
piercing scream, which was answered by other birds in the vicinity.
A guttural "Lou" sounded up from somewhere nearby and I went
tonard it. Getting up near the tree from which the cry had come I =as
-startled by a loud flapping of wings and a large bird flew out and
perched in another, where it disclosed its identity as the whife head-
ed fruit pigeon. It tas larger than the homing pigeon and had green
wWings and a red brown breast. .

I decided to visit the river and 1ts sand bars in hopes of find-
ing some new kind of bird living in that habitat. The heat was much
greater us I scrambled through the thick growth of vines and vine cov-
ered shrubs that grew at the edge of the jungle and entered the high
grass of the sand bars. Large grasshoppers were scared up as 1 progrc--
ssed, and presently I came up the bank of one of the small charnels
running alongside the main stream. Two grey backed white breasted
sandpipers flew up on the opposite bank as I came out of the tall
grass. 1 came to the main stream and stooed looking at the high jungle
uall on uhe opposite banke. Large flocks of 1o*ellas were n01s1ly
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feeding in the high trees, and large-flocks flew in and out among
them. It was quite a beautiful sight as their red forms blended
.against the brilliant green of the liana festooned trees.
Following the large bend of the river around, I soon came up to
the jungle wall and entered the jungle again.- Two brown ducks flew up
from a quiet pool at the edge of the stream as I went into the jungle.
-1 noted the trees about me were alive with birds and lingered a bit to
- see what species they were. There were several kxinds, many strange to
me. =x large brown bird with a yellowish back and two or three kinds
~of flyecatchers, two of which I recognized as the myiagra and the fawn-
- tailed flycatcher with a brown breast. One bird flew into a high tree
overhead that I recognized as a Ramsey's cuckoo shrike. It was grey,
- and the underside was barred. One-unidentified bird flew into the
- same tree and, alighfing on a thick limb, proceeded to creep along it,
‘;‘ua331ng under it and hanging there while it hunted for insect prey. I
7-iidn*t see it very well, but noted that its back was & dark olive and
_the breast was yellow. I believe its bill may have been slightly
-7 curved. ‘
. Several cinnamon brecsted tnlckhe4d= flew about and I heard
" strange notes that closely resexmbled those of the elepaio. So much
did they resemble one that I expected, as I stalked it, to set some
new kind of flycatcher. The bird flew out of a vine covered tree as
I approdached and perched on the limb of & dead tree nearby. It wmas &
2ingfisher, with & back and tqll of deep, ultramrrlne blue. The
- breast was a clean white.

- I nov struck . course through the jungle, now and then stopping
to. free myself from the clutches of a thorny creeper uhut had reached
-out and grabbed me.  Presently I heard.the noises of comnstruction .
somewhere and went in that direction which I supnosed was the direc-

~ ticam of the cocoamut groves. Passing a slough of stagnant water, over

- which flitted sevéral beautiful dragonflies with bright iridescent
blue w1ngs, ‘I came out on the bunk of the river. Several natives wer €
sitting there, and I went over and spent severcl very profitable
~minutes learning the names- of‘eeme of the faun. and flora. I stood
- gazing for quite a while ut a bridge under construction before it
suddenly dawned upon me that I was rignt back where I had staztea
from! S &ore 1n the. nevt letter.
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- BIRD WalX Six people turmed up for the wal: on June 12th. Sergeant

- ®Tarzan® %ilson of the ‘Marines (now Staff Sergecant, congratulations!)

- brought a friend, rfc austin, liss Shields, liss Hoskins, kiss Kojima
~and the writer. . Ey the bye, ‘Sgt. %“ilson shcwed us some of his water
colors af blrds andﬁflOuers., ;hey are splendld, most life- llae and
.aecurate. - . e

o We. started f;sm‘the.ﬂbgshack and took the trall on the Pauoa
side of Tantalus. I% is so little used now that it is overgrown and-
hard to follow, but sc “eautiful, winding through clumps of ginger,
coffee trees with their glossy dark green leaves, and nysterious -
thickets of bamboo. From ths top of Tantalus on thz return trip ue
-had that superb view, range after range of wooded ridges to the north,
at our fcet was Honolulu and beyond the blue ocean. The birds wer
obliging, we had.lnspectlon visits by several elepaios and we met a
fen pa*tles of hlll robln. “which treated us to a fine 1~cﬂ'bllng chorus.

Next talk: meet Punahou and Nehoa for another Tantalus Talk, July 17th
rfatra.oo F.M. .Can anyone get a banana wagon?
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Value of Sirds to kan (continued)
£y George C.»kﬂnro

the Pacific zolden plover. kolea, previously mentioned: turnsione;

ekaleke (Arenaris, interares interpres) =ud the despised myaah (4 g.1g9~
tiheres Lristis) tegin to collect. The kxolea have a habit of leaving

ine upland sastures towards evening. They collect in large fiocks on
the beaches and borders of coastal lagoons and raise a tremendous
clemor, Probably they are discussing and comparing notes on the best
foraging grounds,; or the new rich areas discovered. The mynalhs also
collect in large numbers <o rbost-and reise 2 deafening noise as tusy
30 over the doings of the day. However uuch there may be in this, it i-
certain they have some way of‘xnfarmlng one another of fresh fislds,
«nd hasten to them with the morn1n~ light. These meeting nlaces ore
jometimes on smalY islands off the coasts, and so the birﬂs ney enznse
islands ‘as the food SItuution ‘develops. In general feeding the koleas
and  the mynah SOread over large arcas of country., 3ach nalr or group
2f mynahs and 1ngl°’kolem seem to have thneir regular feeding grounds
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Hut they quickly collect in large flocks ﬂJPAe food is en
“olea, scatvtered over a large area; colleet in & flock on the wing in

a few minutes utiering their loud checrful ,wilq -
- The catervillars are plowlng thelr way through the vezetation
leavingﬁde astation-behind them. The ;locks of ‘birds descend and gorge
~on thelr fat wodies,  the flocks iner ease, the caterpilliars are thinne
Out and eventually the invasion is halted. IV can thus be seen that in
a favorabla Jyear for tnese insects and their loarvae a ver linited
Ahmber of moths emerging from chrysilids that have spent Tihe suwumer
aonths in the ground,can out one of these invasions into full force.
So the ““P)“ESSIV° ef;ecus of ‘birds.....during perlods of inseei scar-
city“ cennot always prevent the 8 inva olanv but nuwbers of birds can
u»oﬁ them‘wden in full_GW11a i
‘Of courss in garlodw;of scﬁrcxty of 1neect fooﬁ the Lwnah has to
live and takes somé fr‘lu'but ha rely earns this. The kol,w, however,
raguires nothlnh from us. lie c&n,vary ‘his food and eat amwzny things Hut
viaile with us his food 15 insects, their larvee and fresh water or
Veaclh molluscs and crustaceans, %ﬁen he arrives Here in September it i
~&bout the end of the dry season; i'ne snore lagoons are sirunken ,nﬂ Gisc
“pond life is concentrated in small- pools or stranded as the water fallc
This food.is swall fish, shelXfish, larves of dragon flies and otuer
sond life. ke finds )leﬁuv to eatl £i11l the winter rains come znd inssci
life ‘incrsases over the land and-there is then ample food, If tlere is
‘not food enough eon these islands he ean move on south as 21l londs of
“the Pacific furmish foraging grounds. ‘Yhen itis breedinzy 50880n &ppToa-
‘ches. the nlover. 3repa*es to move norihward. Whe snow has just melted
- up there and. thv berries of ‘the drevious sesson are lying on the zgrount

’*Where they were preserved by - uﬁe snow, rewdy Tor the-ovirde o fuuuen a1
- after their long trip over the ‘ocean. ihere cre places where %the snow

falls and melts with astonishing regularity =t close on the
" every YeaT. the birds know this and arrive just as tuae snow
an& devart just before it bsgins to fall in the cutumm,. 25
days lzngthen the youns is guickly raised =nd the dbirds 4cg
to be of service *o the iawaliian agrlc 1lturalistis.

FRVES

iiow have GJG;L”T”ll@n>a"*10ul ralisis recompensed thls excention-
al biré of exceedingly sreat value %o Hzmeii? For Tifty years I have
~itnessed its 1nco%slaeratn destruction in thes name of sporv or 2rov-—
izion for the table. I contend thaat it is not true snort to shootl &
‘bird that has been rendering us good service, to lure 1t by dacoyse
i ing o

within gunshot of inn shooter who is hiding Zehind & “D“lﬂ _
then seientistis and ciiers would JOlnu out the foolishness oI
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B ,T.: "’"k" ‘M-r; o = ,: v & e 5. p
s tirse’; “Put it wa.sv‘like- “iHe voice of‘ one,- cryz.ng in ’che lldﬂrness 20
oa s 16:£el) on unheeding ears. Even now many of the . eszo.ents of this fav-
) _; ored colntry give but s .half-hcarted ‘supnort to ‘movements for the pro= -
RS < 4ection” of “this ‘bird. Troe after a hard fisht. in the 1939-4C Legislat-.

. .. ure two _years aof- clased season was secured for the shore birds and mnow ’
R - U account of the war 21} -birds on the game list are enjoying . grotec- 0y

> ..tion, But. tha kolea: is _8till:-on the 1idt of’ geme. birds and-nat-enjoy~.
ing full angd. permanénts protection by law as it- ‘deserves, and’ grondlnbf;
s-economy for-the: agruultumliats. This i3 an- astonlshing ‘Sulng in a-.
"ngressive connt'ry. At :mnli’cost' -the people nothlng bO n'zve c.h:.s
= "pamnemt

: wslatotﬁ’f tal
11‘" e

T "‘; : ff, '. 2 : f"[_'vf 2
. , *g~:£?&aq;:w- o SRR Y
; - : Zurged*‘the ‘complete prouectlon of" the
ole\ter and othe;' sﬁore birds and. in this the Audubon. Soc:.ew is in
3 } Those of us wfm heve had dealings with the Legis-
-.-la,ture :m this natter are ‘aware of - the' pcwer .and tnc;kery of a-small . o
'-;81'011}1-01' hunterg and-the' fmorapce and ajethy of most of the otlier
-membeTrs. -One- ,member of: +he House advocated “shoot ulng the plover on. ’che
gmund&ﬂf muva‘fiom of:mfeod«srp'olie FALEN il
*’2 S Itiome “that wrotection may best: Tbe. obtained under the
_‘arovisions of “t&e Iiggatow Bird Preaty. Act, which prohibits the-
=8 ahootmg' of. me:ratm sl'mre ‘birdsiana. ‘ducks in Cana.da the urn.md

‘_‘Th <1946 dnd. 19A1 §everf.,1 .:.e’c.'&ers
“iservice :end in one;datad 10,/29/40.
~is the
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