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. In the May number of the “Elepaio® iir, Northwood notes an excep-
tion to my classification of the alae awi., It may clarify matters for
ne to explain that there are two alae awis. The alae awi which Henshaw
Mentions in his “Zirds of the llawaiian Islends® also appears in Ed.
f?yan's check list under the same name, Caum calls it in his #lixotic
birds of dawaii® the alase iwi. It is the »nokeko or swamp hen of New
Zealand, a bird with which I was familiar in my earliest bhoyhecod.

1 have a vivid remembrance of an old tattooed New Zealand flax garbed
ligori warrior, wearing a large viece of skin of the pokeko's beautiful
blue breast stuck in a hole in the lobe of his ear., Cannibal though he
may have been in his prime he was guite harmmless and very interesting
to a small child who still recalls the incident,

the bird with the brown frontal plate, the alae awi of the Hawaii-
ans is an entirely different bird. The soecimen in the Gay and Robinson
collection was no doubt teken in the eighteen cighties, Mr. Francis
w2y gave me the name in 13891 and handed me the skin to take to Palmer
who was then in Honolulu erranging for the Midway trip, If it had been
the same as the pokeko (Porphyrio nelanotus) of which there were then
Specimens in my private colleetion I should have noticed it at once,
the pokeko has a bright red frontal plate and & heavy red bill. The
name alae awi was probably given the pokeko by the Hawaiions as it was,
like the rare alae awi different from the other two alaes. Or it may
nave been iwi as Caum has it after the red iiwi, the pokeko's red bill
and frontal shield are much more cons»nicuous than those of the idawaiian
Fallinule., I doubt if the »okeko were ever common on Oahu, If it had
been it 1s inexplicable that it should be so rare now none of the pres-
ent bird students has ever seen it to my knowledge. The pokeko is a
tardy bird and would not have been easily exterminated if common. There
is no question in my mind as to the genuineness of lir, Gay's informat-
ion which I recorded in my journal at the time.

Dr., Perkins zlso has something to say about the alae awi, he says:
“Occasionally the frontal shield instead of being white is of a rich
dark chocolate-brown color, I shot one sucii gpecimen on Oahu in 1892
and have seen others since. whether this variation is due to age I do
not know, but the natives called it by a diiferent soecific name." In
a footnote he says: "The Alze awi is known %o the natives of Oaiu,
kolokai and lauis it differs from the Alae keo as follows: Irontal
shield darXk rich chocolate (redder after “rying), beak whits but the
}owerlmandible with two red-brown spots, wiich are separated by a
pIrigat Yellow line, a little behind the tizn; the upper mandible has a
slngle iransverse red-brovn svot placed above those on the lower. Legs
down to =and including the basal Jjoint of toes bright apvle green in
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Le t be well to:explain here that Pg ﬂyrlo melanotus lhas
wide rang eing found in New Zesaland, New Gulqeur New Caledonia,
augiralia, Yasmania, Lord Howe and Norfolk Iclands. [here are several
subspecies, The New Zealand subspecies acco rding to vliver in "New
Zealand Pirds” is P. melanotus stanleyi. ®d. Lryan's list zives the
bird imported here as P. Holiocephalus malnnotuso It is suw: to
have been brought from Australia. Caley in “Waat Bird Is ﬂhat“ 1952
(Australian) lists 1t as also does Oliver zg P. mel&notuo. Caley's
golored figure of the bird is little aifferent, if any, from the
ew Zealand species. It is known in New Zealand oy the liaorl name
Pokeko or the same as in Australia as Swams ien,

ihe Bishop Museum will no doubt have a specimen of the imported
bird in its collection and Dryen will a@ve the latest classification.
s0 there need be no confusion in the matter.
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SAWATTAN HAWK, Judge John albert Matthevmun of the Fifth Circuit
Court, whom we welcome as a member, has some interesting recollect-
ions of birds from the vears when he lived at the “fuehue ranch, North
Kona, :daweii., The Judze is & keen obssrver of birds and related an
incident concerning the :ewaiian hawk which shows that the hawk does
at times feed on smaller
A flock of nynahs

streaming across the sky, being chased and
slowly overtaken by a h»' When the hawk cought up with the flock it
eized the last bhird and ok it to a post to devour it. Judge hatt-
hewmen elso said that occawlonallm the howk would teke chickens from
the yard, the mynahs were the first virds to give the alarm on the
poroach of the hawk,
Sengtor Francis Srown ha
occasionelly taking young ohe
ut; as we vointed out to him, pheasants ore small enough to be taken
by a hawl for only ebout one month of the year, for the remalning
S
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128 told us that he has seen the hawk
iy X

ants. this does not olease the Senator,

eleven smonths the hawk lives on rats and mice, whiclh: are aumong the
Wworst enemies of game birds,.

he Mawaiien hawk or Io belongs to the genus Suteo (Duzzards),
vhich are large broad-winged hawks with broad rounded tails. On the
wole tley are iost Teneficial birds, since their food is almost
entirely rats end mice., iut to a farmer a havk is a bhird thaﬁ takes
his chickens and he shoots them all when he can., Some hawks certainly
are harmful, though we have none in Hawelil, these are the accipiters

or nawks with short rounded wings and lonz tails,

Perkins in IFoune .aveiiensis (Volume 1, Part 4, pege 447) seys:
“Peale sayvs that small birds are its (the Io's) food, a 8T
which I unable to corroborate, althoush on rare occasio
tainly does catch these. lkilce are certainly a wuch more conmon food.
and I have taken five full-grovn ones from one bird, and from anotier
four or five smaller ones and a large part of an adult Californien
quail, - - = On account of its sluggish hebits, conspicuous appear-
ance, and slow flight the To is not so common but that it might be
extermineted comparatively easily, and incdeed it has been slaughtered
withavt jvot cause in some localities. It should rather de ufauﬂCb d
as & bveneflclal species, for 1t is fay wore useful then injurious.’
i ift?sc%l}a (Avifeaunea QF Laysagf gegenng? sgyss “lhe fQOdtff

Als suzzard 1s evidently veried, wWilson found small birds in ite

stomach; Polmer mice, small »irds, moths, and spiders.®

flenshaw (2irds of the lawaiian Islands, nage 81) says: I have
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et to 1nd ne first evidence of the calcken-
dropensities 311 ged egainst the bird, I have found aos many as
-

ssected more than thirty adult hewXs collected upon the nindward
of iaweiil, and have y i i T T
o
in the crop and stomach of a single bird, and nearly every
cxamined had the remaing of ot least one mouse or rat, In the
noof but two individuals have I found native birds, Une of these
ed two akekanis and the other had killed an amekihi.,’
re ig the evidence from the literature, lnough has been guoted
to show that fthe ilawailian hawk feeds largely on rats snd mice, occas-
ionally teking small birds. It is clearlti 2 %oneflclul gpecieg,

lire, ueicn Shiras aldwin of the Manuiki audubon Society estimates

_;
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that there are only sbout one hundred individuals on the island of
sawall, and that means in the world, for the hawk is indigesuous to
these islandg, Yith a 1ittle more thoughtless shooting the bird could
ceslly become extinct.
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JAPANESE DLORSIND A memorondum from srs, & Co Lvans, dated may lst,
gives some definite records of the bluecbird on Oahu.

o Mr, Nam Caun~ claims ©to have seen a Dluebird twice, and maybe a
third time, at the Fwaluvm Dam, elevation ebout 1,000 ft.
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Louis ilicleht:
his home count
them daily.

Lir, Fuyuki O claims that the bluebird is continususly
around hi 10 Ve sinqs eauti ully.
bile H10 selav Guaﬂln“ lives at Ales end Maigret Sts., St
s i r
8

the Dluebird is around
ds and puts food out for

Lieut, avaT 2o0lles lives sca level, e claims
that the Tluel d g to hie hone day. Zic also
muts out food for the birds., ile last tils

W the bluebird
and volgret Sts.
Lrlod to fly

negt the

®

lirs. 4vens adds ”Sunday ray 25rd, o
his morning ahout 7 a.m, &t the corne
n 3%, Lowu 10 leightse. It wes flying ;bnu
into a house on the corner - that ig, it
cre
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en, Pernans there was o {1y there.
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it by Louis J.

.cll.;“‘ WK B ©
Freom his encounter with 11d JeI““Asar ' to be
=LCF vr%ferﬂl'i rather o by freczing s y of an,
Larougn to his account of Lorenzo, the perrot from Cenvral
America, Loulg J Aalle Jr, holds Jion of his readar, s
lagt chanter, “;1gds Lﬁaihc+ Ston' to bslong rether to an
account of the ove, civili to a Yook on hirds. The
olrd elem Torced, than an integral
Dart of ¢ T

‘he Ly Bovereignty raturet guows & side of the author
& bit difd fOCOﬂCl}‘ i Lcen of a resl bird lover wihen
he gteals ' traing b to hunt,

Temily 1s tru
and again
ownogition f;u;

21l I think, ig the chaplter on “Lorenzo™,
To I ’ ifiicvlties in eztricating
\ill bring o guilck smile;, egozcia ly to
red Letin snmerican officia lAOJo znd his
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perseverance (cven allowing the plane on whiech e was booked to
depart without him) shows a real devotion to the parrod.

rhat it was possible to transvort three parrots, Maria, Pedro and
Lorenzo from Central America %o eastern United States (near iew York
City) and to establish them there as contented happy birds was in
itself rather surprising. The zuthor even tells how Lorenzo enjoyed
riding out a blizzard on nis perch in the tree. All of the parrots had
complete freedom and could fly about out of doors all day 1if they
wisghed, returning at night for food.

No true bird lover will be able to recd the account of Lorenzo's
death without actually suffering with the author.

Mary C. Hvans

<L walll Seven of the oldtimers and two newcomers, Pt. Klein of the
UsB. army end kr, Sylve, met at the Punshou rendezvous at the usual

hour Saturday afternoon, wWe emchanged meny interesting bite of infor-
mation concerning things ornithological. iigs iatch had Acd a letier

from a merine on Polmyrzs who had received ond enjoyed Vihe klepalo:

de may heve some real “birdY stories to tell later. kiiss Bcvaln‘ who

hunts with a cemere, discovered a mejiro's nest in a photogzenic spot
4

in her gerden. lhe results, she says, arc not what they ouohu to be

but camera artists always say that! kr. Klein explained the cemping
activities and 1HVlulﬂb trails followed by various nature clubs back
in his lLiome guateg New York, Mrs. Evans non adopted an ever- Agﬂiry
mejiro ond in her busy iife Tinds time to search for the oluslve
Japanese bluebird, to study Spanish, and oven to read nature 000Xs
(see elsevhere in this “Hlepaio” aer revie: of Dirds against len).
lir, Sylve told of seceinz the skianolaau {(none on Oahu) in the iawaill

National Parik,

And so to Yantelus. lhe trail be: ather steeply from the main
road. +Yhe wind was vlowine in the tre which probably accounted
Tor the absence of the usual scolding w eyes and tae inguisitive
‘chat-chat® of the elepaio. 41 the %o 71ﬂre we rested & avy gale
wags blowing and we left the mountain i and the sun anm wind to find
& quieter s»ot in the hooe of seeing birds, e wall led down-
ward through a bamboo grove. Finding sheltered »nlace beyond we s5avd

patiently (and MOUlOﬂlOWn) end were AOMarreu WLc“ the gongs of the
4111 rowin and distently., the elepaio. Unly a mejiro settled briefly

on & nearby branch and then was Z0Ne.

I'ne afternoon was Damsing wmuch too 1aly es we turned nouweward.
we remembered the enchantment of the gUﬁ'l t elanting tarough the
darlk gresn bamboo, the earliest vellow ~er sending 1ts fragrance
along the trail, the pormeous red lenua flowering jUSb balow us on the
nillside and finally, the trail winding througn a cyw g grove whaere

sun, creat-

closely-nlanted trees with dense crowns ghut ou 17 . )
not a day

ing 2 deen stillness emons tigc browa lover branches, 1L

EN

for birds but it hed been o lovely afiernoon!

o
Next wallrs meet mauke corner of Weodlawn and Aleni
at 2,00 Dem. aungust lith.
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