(B BT e
Journal of the HONOLULU AUDUBON SOCLIBEY

bor the Detter Brotection of Wildlife in Howoid

-

Volume 4 Number 3 September 1943

WILDLIFE RUFUGES by Dr. Ira N. Gabrielson. Lhe Macmillan Company,1943,
This book follows up Dr, Gabrielson's earlier book, "Wildlife Conger-
vatleon', 1941, While that book dealt with the different phases of
congervation, suveh as soil, water, forest and grass lands, this gives
the picture of what has been accomplished since the first federal
wildlife refuge was esta 011 shed im 19035, By 1941 there wele 292
refuges with an area of over seventeen million acres, nearly half of
NthJ is in Alaska s

As Director of the Fish and Wildlife Service, Dr. Gabrielson has
the opportunity te wiew this wvast undertaking ss a whole, For instanes,
it is no use prohiviting ‘He shooting of ? voe Af theiyr breeding
grounds in the norih and their winteéring ranges in the south have besn
destroyed by drainsge. In meny cases marsh thel were Lnvaluable
to the birds for breeding or flyway 1e¢ug3“ were drained at great
expense to provide more land for agriculture., Then it was found that
the land was not suitable for that purpose and the long expensive
process of restoring it for wildlife had to be undertaken.

Lower Klamath Lake in California and wplgcvr Lake in VI
ruined because of the diversion of their water supplies for
purpeses (page B) "It iz & bitter experietice to Bee the‘rula
biological wonderland, Lo see it become a desert. It brings a mixed
feeling of helpless rage and heartsickness, which must ‘be BV)OClCHCod
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to be understood., Yet those who knew the wonder of Malheur saw-1v
steadily deteriorate., An aguatie par adise became, Ducceg~‘?glj, )
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ghrinking, withering lake, a Stlﬂllﬂ~ mvl hole, ana %1nul}_ o barren
wiered in other plades,
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waste, A similar tragic sequence of evenls occurl 1 hie ce
alwaye lu the name ol er”L,gua Lutiunw iestr’ctlon of %a;ueu? ngu1 i
Lower Klamath, both saorificed to the greed ol gan, see@edleEQEC}ﬁ Ly
parfidious because they had supposedly permanently reseryec 10r LuC
henefit of marsh loving wildlife.®

Gobrielson has th ability to see 2ll sides of a question, an
invaluable quality in the position he holds. On page 184 he diseusses
the ‘TObLu 18 arising betw the ileecls the I'ish and

mation Service and tl

Wildlife Service. “In all fe 1 nos*, however, it must be said that a
review OE the case demonstirates that the fau were not entirely on
one side. It now appears 21;u mu5u¢l Taek of u;93001ublon @f The ouler
serviee’s probvlems was the real rool of the Trouble, ' a8

was somelimes alleged by extremists, tha
wanted to take over the entire project £
feglamation Serviee didn'lt care 1t 16 ext
that when the two Sexrviceg started to
problems, things begean to improve for the

the Biological
tlie Diliras ox
”Tulnuu sd them,

uRs thelr viewgoints and
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Wore impertsht, common grounds oh whieh the two te eould
meet became apparent.”

fhe author pays generous uLLJU,V to his predecessor in office,
Jay N. "Digg" Derling. Page 18, “Hig teim of Chief of the Slirvey was

short }13 he made & major COdufl)Uulon to american conoervsolono -

DimpY bivesell led lthe we oing more than he asked ol otTHeTS. -
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== A% Bhe Hedpbt of all this effort "Ding”. Weeouse of 111 bealil,
;efc the Burvey after a short but exeeedingly »roductive stewardship.
No man ever contributed more to the conservation movement in so short

e hie .

Dr, Gabrielson's wielt to the Alasksn bird colonies in 19440
bies g one o athic ol aous interesting chapters in the book. {An account
6f this appeared in Bird Lore Volume 439 vage 497-506). iliere his
gPlreCclLaion 01 Uhe bpu‘ty ane interest of bird life Ffinds full
expression., lhe story of the fur seals on the Pribilofs mekes another
i
le

v8cinating chaplter. Unt*l 1910 this herd of fur seals had been ruth-
slaughtered by hunters of three nations, Rusgia, Jajpan and
America, until the once innumerable animals had been redmcad to
450,000, Im 1911 o conwention was signed stopping all pelasie hHunting
and allowing Amerficea to harvest the seals on the Prl0110110 Japan and
“anada took 15% each of the harvest and Russia retained the orivilege
of managing her own herd, 2y these means i l>l tbo anlmels numbered
over two million, yet between 1910 and 1941 over o milliion skins were
taken,

In & book of this kind the omission of all reference to Hawaili 1s
digappointing, C gl e lack of any representative of the
Serviee here there are probably no reports availasble iﬁ Washing uoaq
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In the Hawailan Islands Heservation, s@u agide by President codore
Roosevelt in 1909, the Unit toles possesses,a refuge cousisting ol
a dozen or more islands stretching northwestward from the main iglands
for 1500 miles., Sems. 0of them are voleenic iglels € ting up steep
and wigeged out of the odesr; ollers are low sand islands like La ysan
and Lisiansky. All are the homes of millions e i including
the black-footed and Laysan albatrosses, et Orsg Terns .,
boobies ok irds, tropic birds and alized land
birde of : vity snd lHlerest, Qi helr
hgE ey the diffieulty of Falich T
the need of periodie surveys, Thael these are ne gary 18 shown by the
raid of 3]Une hunters on Laysan in 1909 Lo ; ‘ legelvo it
100 wap ephabllshed, This 18 reported :
Depaytment of Agziecultures, 1910, lucidenial
refer“eﬂ to 28 o rald by Jajenese QWHWﬁ ﬂﬁ?'
but the leader wap a man named bax

of the guano operationg on lLaysan,

1/; 7!;»,7'1(1 e
( 7T ﬂo?emun
: 35L0d9 taken 1o iono-
luln for trial and sentenced to imorisonment.

hen o where i evp il lab lgma ] T?<L,i“*iiﬁw s 0 T BED iU
created in 1916. It containg two active but well-behaved vol-

! Wwos eptohliished o

the United SBtates, it
of great interest.

mil 5,
canoes, Kilsuea and Mauna Loa. Although
con”nr*e the most specltastlar volcanle
also containg tropical vegetation and bird _ .
lisny of the Drepanine femily of bird pecullar to Hawall,
may be seen Plomv to the Voleano House, the barren slopes of
Mawvne Loz are gtlill to be found a few nene, the nrtive Hawalian Zoose.
Althoush 14 is orotected 1t seenme doemed to entinetion iu & wild stale
o acgount of the momgoose, but it may vereist indefinitely in & semi-
domesticated condition.

1 conclusion, the book has a spirit of ¢ been
accomplighed for ullj]lf“ consecrvabtion but it for
constant vigilance to see that what h“% been not
be logt and urges the ve’“bjlﬁﬂlwnb of more ref to

round out a complete system.
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wIpD WALK, Our regular reporter was unable to come for the wa k on
Ath, we mipsed her and uac misgsed one of our best walks. ( She

ersonally conducted walk over the same groumd as soon as
ad the besgt of @ugursg an elepaio was at the meeting
place at the junction of woodlawn and Alani Drives to greet us, Flit-
ting about in a Javae vlum tree, unconcernedly inepecting the arriving
walkers or picking an insect off a leaf, he was a delight ©o watet.
Weodlawn is a happier place to live in now taat the elepalio is also a
resident.

We followed the grassv truck road up the valley. Only about ten
=

vears agb it was bare and open, now after extencive tree )l“ﬂulnm G
e trees werc labelled, one,

is a beautiful ”oodod grove, Many of th )
h shorter but similar lcuve* 10

ia confusia, was very handsome wi
those of the koa. Barlier in the year the same tree had masses of frag-
rant yellow balls of blopssom. As we wer t bon & ghozh (lstence ahend of
u“ an owl leisurely flapped away, an odd-lookiny bird with 1te bluns
head and buoyant flight. A "first" for some of the members.

We rested in the next clump of trees, Mrs. Lvans told up ol e
complicated formulae she had been Teeding her pet mejiro, which is now
S he is going

J,_) o

gn the 'wing agoly af o period of being unable to fly. 50
G Liew e Havc the s i for the pages of the "Hlepalo'. ATver more
enjoyable talk of sondered on and at the end of the little
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valley turx noH left along tne ridee of Puu Pia. Another rest Tto enjoy
the views of the ridges with the afternoon sun giving varied lighting

i
end deep clefts in the steep cliffs. Lehua was

in Flower, hill youa came Ffaintly from the valley below.
Further slong kiss uoglmu asked if I had seen a bird tae
slize of a sparrow W el uloh cheeks. 1L 1 had & glimpse of it and
thought it wag a Japanese Tl 3UL 1% was only a glimpse and 1 was not
certain: Mo pan oall it o8 prol record, yamagaras have been seen
before in lanoa Valley.
From the ““1~oqouct“1c i station at the top of Puu Pia 200 feet
olevculon o fine view was had of lianoa Valley snread out below. Lthen &
rassy trail down the ridge and scross the atrem took us back to the
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on the shiarp bubttiress
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valk: meet corner of iehoa and Punahou, September 1lth at 2.00 p.m
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David Woodside reports that a flock of 132 stilts have been at
the Mapunepune fish Dond along the Puuloa road near loan lua, ie paw
them first at the beginning of July. This pond hes long been a favorlie
i of the stilte, bus iv presence in July is puzzlings Generally
e winter months. Does thig mean that they i )
& to nest at Rae , noar lenikeal on
giend, 1930 was the logt yC“r they here and since then 1t is
&

believed they have nested on Niihau,

hae heard from lirs., libert and lir. Webb, both wigh to be
. . . ; : z S o S aTe
o members. kr, Yebl is in Arizona, birds are BcalceE theres.
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