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Some Preeding and Feeding ilabits of Sea Dirds

By George C. Munro

Never before have these iglands been visited by such numbers of
men as 8% the pregent time, The war has caused a2 wide distribution of
axmed forces at widely scattered stations. smeng these men it is
reasonable fto suppose there will be careful observers who will be able
tplcontriﬁ’tc many new facts to our scanty lore about the sea BHirde of
this part of the Pacific, embers of the onmolulu Audubon -oeieiy are
urged to be on the alert to secure and report as much of such material
as may be gleaned in personal contact with these men,

. mfhe feeding habits of some of the sea birds of the ocean surround-
ing Hawail Corm sn interesting study. Some of these birds come teo cer-~
tain outlying islands in countless thousands to mest and rear Umelilr

young. It would be almost inposslble on e vourluo Jf@C.lQ’
islands to comfortably accomodate them if 211 the different ugocies

ame ashore and lsid thelir eggs at the same time. mluo the competition
lor the Bea 1ood avall@blﬁ would be vefy great if all the young were
well grown &nd ﬂt their heaviest focdinw stage at o
Ntmbef hese birds come from Yong distances

within range the islandp must Qupply alll il 10 . : BB W
as young, for the summer montas. In the post fthese were 10 J0UDE I
vaster numbers before man's devastating influence was felt !
The drain on the food and the competition for 1t worlld ‘hove Desn il
greater than at present, In this competition the weaker and leosvadapb—
able species were no doubt overcome oI reduced 1n numbers. LUT Tae
whole bro,ems of adjustment would be 80 intrieate that iL might be
impossible to guess at it now. Suffice 1% to say nature has ways of
adjusting these matters so that what we call the "balance of nature”
eventually works smoothly. llowever, we can find pleasure in studying
the results.
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x Let us take the island of Laysan ag an ingtance. dere -fthe oonin
teland vetrel aprives aboul the m1g¢ o o aupust when mogl of &
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Qtlher bitdse hNeve lefi o7
from February to May. ith
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e abatut to leave. ite young heg o
two albatrosses arrive about the end of
Uctober, the black-foot jjr’,,edlam the Leysan aljgur<N/ oy = 0
period. They feed their young from March to Jui

Island shea“w“uer arrives sbout Iebruary and
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middle of anp to October. The wedgetailed shearwater and Bulwer's
petrel arrive about April “no feed -their young from early Augusgt to
Qelogbey o Jc vember. 5y ulu@ having the year divided among them they
will not Teel the competition for food so keenly., When She Hirdsare. in
immiense numbers and are lablﬂé tney make a btremendous disturbance in



?@e igland with their mating calls and cries, If all arrived at one
time the bedlam would be intensified to an enormous extent. Donaghho
describes the petrel's cries on Hastern Island of Midway: “lhe strange
notes of the three, the shearwater's moans, the 'humping' and barking
gf the Dulwer's petrels, end the sirange cries, yowls and coos of the
Christmas Island shearwater blended to give a strange eerie feeling 1o
the night, well enough to send cold shivers up and down the backs of
the uninitiated." Add to this the terrific din of the onin petrel as
described by Schauinsland on Laysan and the medley el sounds by 1he
black-footed albatross which Donaghho also describes on Sand Island of
Midwaey; the screams and yells of the sooty tern as I heard for several
nights over my tent on Howland Island and you would have bedlam indeed.
By @rriving in succession one species has settled down before the
other arrives.

The teyn, frigate bizds, tLrapic birds and boobies seem sometimes
to have a succession of broods in the season or breed 2t =21l tineg
during the summer,

The dates given above are @nororlmuteg as though some of the
species lay very regularly near the same dates every year, others vary
for different reasons.

The Bonin petrel and wedge-tailed shearwaiers are burrowing birds
but each burrows at a level of its own, so the incoming Donins do not
interfere with 'He recently hatched wedge tails, iqe Chrigtmas shear-
wa ter and Bulwer! petrol nest en Lac su1f .ce under grass or other

vegetation and do not suffer much inconvenience from the burrowing
Pivgde,
To. be continied

NOU'HES FROM GUADALCANAL,
he calle:
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ter Donaghho sends us another story which
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A Hike into the Mountains

Set out this morning to climb Mt. - - - to see the view from Lhe
summit. Caught a ride which brought me dowmn th the = = = rond, whers 1
stoarted up. Mt, Popomanaseiu, rising purple in the distance above range
upon range of jungle covered mounts ins was busy dressing for the day,
throwing on garments of fleecy white clouds. lynahs (uruc) called ag I
progressed up the road and cockatoos flew screaming out over tlie
jungle choked ravines. Their white plumage COﬁEfaSqu beautifglly with

he green of the jungle, the country through which 1 was Dassling was
s saries of rolling graBsy “1do s, dissected with jungle choked ravines

that fell away to either side. IThe Yulk of Mt., - - - loomed up ahead,
and on either side in the 41 u’conce were the higher mountains of the
island, rising up to 6, 7. and 2000 fowy 14 height. Li was & Wery
beautiful region,

At one time I heard the call of a strange hird that seemed 1o
gay: “I buy tobacco¥" I degoended into the jungle to stalk it, but it
stopped before 1 got near,.

I passed & dead tree standing at the edge of the jungle

£ Lile
«

noticed a strange bird sitting on the uppermost branch. Halfl
gize of & "obinﬁ 1t resembled the South American puffheac. £ a
large* black head and a wide, br right orange beak. the breast was blue
bIOCmg unﬂ the wings were bright smoky blue. Lwo white patches showed
in flight. ¥very now and then the bird flew off its high perch and
darted down over the grassy slope to snab up BSOuHe iaseetl d¢ gq‘ seen.
A cockatoo decided, as he flew ftowards the tree, that he wanted tTo
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land LDoen the "oufihead's! weren, =ud the purffhead flew ofl av ohce,
‘not wishing to argus. = l ‘

I grabbed a ride to get up towards the summit faster and got out
at & motor pool camp halfway up the mountain, I walked on u» thﬁ road,
passing through low jungle of ftrees around forty feet in
I heard a strange sound, resembling the muffled roll of d
while I was wondering what on earth it could be, two magni
hornbills flew by overhead.

The road climbed sharply up a Rkill and I looked down into a deep
valley, choked with a megnificent stand of jungle. Attracted by strange
Vivd metes, I wevt off Lhs Wwesd end down o ridge, I heard & segics 07
gutteral "wows", and imitated them, hoping to attract the bird. (Ihis
is a common cry of the white-headed rruit vigeon. I bod recently iden-
tified the call with the bird), There was a movenment in the foliliage
ahead and a pigeon sized black bird quch resembled a rook flew into
sight, Another shape moved in another tree and I brought my glasses to
bear on s beautiful red snd blue volly, This started screeching and
squawking in true parrot like manner, and it was aneswered by another
and another, until the woods rang with their sharp notes.

A white-headed fruit nigeon eyed m¢ close by, and when 1 made a
moyement, flew with loud flspping of winge Inlo suother tres [
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farther
away. 1 passed under a tree through which was draped a vine with
orange colored blossoms like passion flowers, among which wes a green
honeysucker, & strange bird called in a rs

oid series of ”fﬂ“s“ that
startingly resembled notes of the birds of paradise. It sent a thrill
through me to hear them, and a passionate degire to identify their
COMPOSETs

I went out to the road =and comtinued on up the hill, the rosd
reached the summit and ceme out into the open, following along the
crepts A larvse Bird st in & dead tree 2l the far eond af fhe crest and
through the glasses turned out to be a whistling eagle, calmly survey-
ing the terrain spread out below him for some choice bit of morsgel,

I approached him, following the road which ran right under his tree.
He sat on the limb eyeing me very closely. but allowing me to eome
guite mear, Then he loureched into the air and drifted out over the
Slobes, where he staried whesling in wide elpeles, climbing higaelr
aud Bleher into Ghe sky.

The road deocﬂndea the hill, crossed the gap and climbed sharply
on toward the summit of the mount°1n which was covered with Jungles
We plunged inte this, |1 hesliip the reantine caught a ride) and bumbed
and slid over the rough traek winding in and out among the trees.
Coming Lo-e-Rranohs; wertook e rosd whien soon game o &1 eld, OF
rother beceme & trail, I Tollowed the trail which dropped into g Geésp
glen of dense jungle. A crow called up the valley and I imitated dL i
hoping to call it down. A strange bird flooded the shadowy glade with
beautiful melody and a habbling (?) thrush chimed in. The jungle was
magnificent with great trees over a hundred feet high, and several
kindg of tall pwlm. growing underneath, There were also large ferns.

I cromsed the valley, climbed over the ridge, crogsed *he next
valley and started up the side of the following ridge. A stran
pigeon boomed in deep notes, closely resembling those of the crowned
pigeon, and I started stalking it, eagerly hoping to identify 1t as
such, A bina started "sawing wood" nearby and it wa® answersd by a
sgore of othere thet Filled the glads with their horsh erics. Lh
clovde hed gathered threateningly and I heard the roar of large rain
drops as they advanced over the jungle covered ridges. Soon I saw them,
e white army of hundredb, edvancing rapidly to the attack, It was only
a2 few moments after that I was bombarded unmercifully by the watery
legione, The binas stopped, ap did the pigeon, and I Surned baeck Lo
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fgllow the trail on down into the neuu valley. The rain stopped as 1
started down and the sun fought o battle with the clouds above. The
sun won and was soon flooding the jungle with its golden rays.

I heard & babbler sing near the trail and imitated it. Soon 1%s
yvellow green form shot out of the dense thicket and perched on a limb
Ll Front of me. 11 wes 2 bespiiful bipe with & brighc golden yellow
breant snd o lemen yellow threat, 1% wore 2 black BiD, A brown shape
flew out of the same thicket afier it and alighted in another tres
Whiere 1L ‘tupiied out B0 oo & bolden brown thrush, with o reddish hue.
Its dull colored mate followed it, Perheps this was the beautiful sin-
ger that Tlooded the first glen that I crocsged with 168 notes.

The trail turned down the valley and I followed it. Soon it climb-
ed back up the same side “16 I went on down the valley. 1 clambered

A

over mossy logs and splashed across small nools. The sides grew steep-
er and soon I was hemmed ia by high mossy coral bluffs. I slipped down
several waterfalls and finally came to the brink of a higl cataract

hat dropped over a hundred feet into the chasm below. It wes nlain
that I couldn't go on, so I turned and after following the stream up
aways, climbed up the opoosite bfnk. I saw somau¢1AP green Tly wp
ahead which perched in a small tree. It wes a gmy parrot: a tiny bl ed
about four inches in length, Iiwl-like notes 'euounaoa ¥
forest from overhead ﬁnd T saw o large blaek sterling.
bird that I had supposed to be in the genus ualonl e b
identical with the S,uadn starling) ! £

|_.1

There was another shape f1litti
2bout and it turned out to be a fantail flycafcher. It somevhat res
bled the Tentail of the besch only it was smaller. The black breast
and throst were covered with white spote, and the rumd sld teil coverts
were white. A small green honeycater with a grey breast fllgt@a about
in the same tree, pausing at a blossom now end then for a sip of nectar.
came out of the jungle owio & grags Jes 4 grassy knoll was
ahead, whiech 1 climbed, The view from the 1t

18y

was superb. Abhead ©
ground fell away sharply into a deep valley whieh ran ouck row alilie
aways into the jungle clad mountains. It descended into a large:

ley that twisted and wound down between grass covered coral bluffs to
the sea. Joyo~d$ the ridges Fell away to the distant cacoanut g“oves
of the beach, that receded for miles up to the distant enc af . the

iTeland,

Hornbilles called from the depths of the wvalley and I saw small
companies of them flying in and out zmong the trees, Swiftletls darted
about over the grassy slopes of the kphollk.

I descended the sloves of the knoll and followed the ridge down.
He Crall vlunged inte the Junﬂlb apain and I crossed a plateau. ‘the
harsh cries of parrots filled the woods and I saw two green ool i
flying through the trDJSq Ihey were followed by & red and hlue one,

the male bird., I came to the road socon and started down. A jecd cone
slong and I was whisked quickly down the mountain to the beach road

where 1 caught a ride back to camp.

00o
e ”All members of the Audubon Society should also be members of the
Sut s amn onAy to show thelir quTGClrtion of thie Time work of thed
Boclety 10 imbroducline =0 wapy besviitul blrde. fhe eetivities of the
Hudl Menu eare pevesssrily restricued but the Beciely is eeager 1o

>
resvlle &8 Booh a8 possible. Dues sreé 1,00 vesrly and will be grate-
fully received by the Uressurer, lrs., Begineld . Carter, 247 Dowselt

AvVienue . Heonolillu ¢
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BIRD WALK, Nature ig so full of unexpected delights that no two bird
Walks are alike, On Saturday, October 9th, a bird walk was scheduled,
and the members were to meet at Woodlawn and Alani Drives at 2,00 poﬁu
AS U~u 11, the whole week was guite dry, but Saturday morning was very

?l0h¢y and it was raining very hard. Neo bird lover is ever bothered

by St oF = 1ittle dispoomiory. Tor efter & pood shiower L[ue trees look
clean and vigorous and the birds' songs seem to penetrate the forest
more glead iy

On this day eight very fortunate individuals, Mr, and Mrs. North-
wood, Mesdames Carr and Evans, and Misses Carlson, Hatech, Kam and
Kojima, were able to enjoy the most quiet, delightiul, and vet exclit-
daio ol e e s Wie cieie experiencnd The trall was 'athor web, but 1t
showered only once and very lightlye.

The first thing we noticed as we started to wallk inGo Tae ToReET
was the cool refreshing breeze combing through the guava trees. The

regs were Full of ripe fruits, and there were @Vldonc,u g birle by
the Balf eatern Truits left oh the freed @no some on the ground. Bxcept
for a few late blossoms, Acacia XKoa and Ohla Lehua trees were not as
colorful as two months ago, but no one gan de ny tis bealyiuilisiioe
sraceful spreading of the koa trees along the ridges. Ground orchids
were in full bloom everyihere., The first blrds we saw were e ¥iego
birds, feeding on grass seeds and chirping and Tlying all over the
forest.

Since we knew the forest was full of birds
spreading Java plum, where two months ago we we
elepaio, but unfortunately no birds called on us., Quietly sittingvand
waiting for the birds sharpened our senses of hearing and sight, ve
were sble to hear the hill robin ¢alling, dove ¢oO oing, and the whites
eves chirping and singing in the next valley. The soft birds s0ngs,
the different shades of green, and the interesting cloud formation
blended so perfectly that the five or ten minutes rest under this tree
seemed like a dream in a Aﬂmcolvl o rlid.

The tranguillity wae %ulc 1y broken up into excited movement, for

we sat down under a
e greeted by an

H v

g little further on we saw an elegulo on a guava tree, for this was
the firat oy Dlrd ibhe uomo of the members hove e¥er sgen. e was
g W know that we scare birds if

.
ery curious shd came T
we get excited, but when we saw a 4 emong the guava Lrees
L a Kentucky cerdinal, It is

flying among the tices in

everyone started to poi At 1. 1
vmry nicturescue o) el £ JI‘l“, b
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erbints el iolent

to a guava Erove, Hero ielieai o 3

Tinme oury woalk efter repling for fiye or tem minutes, when we heard a
very unuwsual soft singing. No one seemed to know the song. We were all
excited, but no ons saw the bird, It might have been 8 hill robin,
Lo mwaery served as an added challenge to the hikers,

As we walked a ulubance Wie were able to bear the wind blowing
against the ironwoods. ’ore we had an even more delightful experience,
We stood around for a while, for we heard hill robins quite closee
Mrg, Carr said that shc saw an elepaio in a koa tree, but the rest
saw only rice birds. Thev were very cheerfuvl and singing and flying
from one tree to another. Then suddenly liiss Kam saw & mele elepaio
with very lustrous feathers only about six feet awaya 'his bird was
very curious and friendly. iHe came near us and hoLoed from one L100-
wood to another., He caught flies, ¢ombed his feat and looked at
us with satisfaction, lie even responded to our 5d ing., One mus?t
wateh him in order to really appreciate his habit > way he looked
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L
ot us with his tail perched way up in the eir as thougn saying, 'Gee,
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I bet you don't know how much I am enjoying you funny creatures," wa;
Yery amusing, At times le seemed To tell us, "Phe world is full of
beatity, so follow me and I will sbiow you heapbiuess." He flew away
among the trees, then he came back with a younger bird, but he did not
stay with us very long. He left us, but we were all thankful for this
very pleasant moment to keep as our ovwn.

No one minded the steep climb through uluhe or staghorn fern, for
we were all still enjoying the display by the elepaio. ““on we reached
he top of the climb we were able to see the different rid gor Wi
their kukui nut trees. No word can describe the beauty of the cloud
forma'clon9 sun's effect on the trees, and the soft melodious music
from the distance, It was quite windy here, but we saw an elepaio
perched on a koa bzwncha

Always on a bird walk the time flies too fast, and es 3001ﬁlly
this day was over %too soon, but we were able to linger for aboul ten
B0 Tifteen minutes by & sign post Lo enjoy the beau iy of the valley
and the ocean,

02

When we parted about 5.30 p.mes everyone was satisfied ond grate-
ful fopr this opportunity to enjoy the beatty aud the Llsn 111it Wi
natures

Unoyo Kojima
Next walk: Meet at the bus terminus at Fort Shafter at 2,00 n.m.
Saturday, November 13th fOT a walk around the fish ponds atl koanalua.

1L 8Rlite, 20 piniail sl imerous cpot Bc plovyer were Sech ol

O¢tober 10%h, Brine sugpll;@ for a plenie supper 1n the Gard
500

REVISED ORDINANCES OF HONOLULU 1942

’

See. W92, Upe of u;lQZCmObm and sir-rifles for shooting birds prohiD-
ited. It shall be unlawful for any person %o use slingshots or air-
rifles withis the eity and ecounty of Honclulu Ter the purposte 0l

)

;_,n

shooting or destroying birds. (0. 707, 1937, i
Sec. 1073, Penalty. Any person above the age of eighteen who shall
violate the provisions of section 1072 and 1073, and any parent,
guardian or any other person having the care, control or cu body o
any minor under the age of eighteen who knowingly permits any such
minor to use slingshots or air-rifles for the purpose get forth in
seetion 1072, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and shall be punished
by a fine not exceeding one hundred dollarg or by imprisonment of

1,

i by B o i
threes menthe or by both, 10, 0%, 1937, 42}
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