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Adventures in Dird Study

Some Breeding and Feeding Habits of Sea Birds (continued)
By George C. Munro

the sea birds of the Hawalian waters feed to a great extent on
squlds or cuttle fosh and aleo on weal figh, Their young are fed
largely on squids. The albatrosses fly all day and evidently settle on
the water at night to feed, as some species of squids and fish then
come %o the surface. The black-fooled albatross follows ships and
galns an amount of food in that way. I have seen a large fish take
from the gullet of one of these birds. But the young we exemined had
only o0il, cuttle fish Dills and small stones in thelr stomachs.
Following the schooner of the Rothschild expedition in 1391 they came
TLght up Lo the stern of the boal te pull fragments off the salt gal-
mon and turtle limbs henging over the stern teo atiract sharks., They
could devaur quite a quant

tity and dived down after meat that was sink-
ing. The Laysan albatross also fed on sguids as shown by the numerous
bills of this molluse in the stomachs of the specimens taken. lhe
young place their bills across the open mouth of the parent and catch
the food as it is regursgitated.

It 1s generally suvoosed that the albatrosses and some of the
petrel leave their voune woen Tull grovn te live on theiy et fop
some time before they teke wing and go to see Put according to Hadden
and a2lso in my experience They return, pro :31J at longer intervals
than before to feed the young and VlLﬂOUL doubt, eventuzlly to guide
them to their ocean range. As we know that some birds systematically
teaeh their young it is to be assumed that these birds are not lefd
entirely alore %o Tind their way without suldance over bLhousands of
miles of ocean. The wandering albatross of southern seas 1s supposed
to leave its young and »ut it off the nest when it returns to lay the
following season. But the young birds UDHOHbteuly go to sea with the
0ld Dbirds when they leavs the nesting island and the pregent season's
chlok,

the wedge~-tailed q%e rwater feeds largely on a long bodied squi
60 euttle Theh. b le seldom Ghost thece Livds Btep Lo feel i the C R
time, When they do they ”f&fu and appear liXe an island when geen
from a distance. They seem to have no twnmlle in setehing thelr arey,
they just =it on the water and gobble it up. The feeding grounds are
probably a long distance from the breeding island and as they arrive
at the island about dusk the food has been carried a long time. Sut
the birds can fill their stomechs and thelr whole gullet with food
and while that in the stomach digests, the food in the neck remains
fresh, L have taken a long garfish from the throat of a white-tailed
tropic bird., It was folded twice to admit of its being swallowed,
even then only the head and a bend of the body were in the utauac?
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and partly digested while the rest of the fish in the bird’*s throat
wa, o i
the smaller petrel and storm petrels are reported to plek thelir
food of small molluscs and crustaceans from the surface of the sea as
they skim or apparently run on the water. Vhe lawaiian spescies Dulwers,
Iristram's and the white-rumped storm petrel do not follow ships,
around the Hawaiisn group as the more long-legged storm petrels in
other seas do. These follow in the ship's wake either for shelter or
to gather food brought to the surface Dy the motion of the ship., Uhe
Petrel fTeanmily, inelnding the albatrosses; in fact probably all ouxr
gsea birds, except the 1little white tern swallow thelr food and regur-
gitate it for the young., The young boobies thrust their heads right
down the parent's throat, I have been told that the booby when chased
by the frigate bird sometimes opens its beak and allows the frigate to
take the fish out of its throat. The blue-faced booby when at rest
always seems to have fish and disgorges when disturbed, before taking
wing, I once went through a colony inducing them to do this to study
their food supply, which I found to be mostly flying fish.

The boobies and tronic birds dive on their prey straight down
Trom a height., Some say the height depends on how deep the figh are
from the surface., I have seen brown boobles dive obliquely into the
water when apparently in full flight, It is sald they do this when the
fish are slose to the surface. It 1g o fine sipghit to gee Lhe blue-
faced booby when there is z large Tlock fishing in a closely packed
shoal of fish. As described there is a constant stream of birds
descending into the water, which is churned into foam. The strange
part of it is that they never seem to collide with the birds rising
from the surface of the water. I saw this once off Niufoo or Tincan
Island but the birds were some miles away and I had to view them

through 2 field glasse. I heartily wished they were closer. Lhe frigate
bird fishes from the surface of the water without alighting, catches
flying fish when in flight, picks up young birds of other specles O

the ground if exposed or unattended, It even takes the young of its
own species if the parent birds are put off the nests. The immature
birds of a previous clutch, distinguished by thedir white heads are
generally the oulprits in this. Only once did L1 gee one gaten & flying
fish in the air and only once saw one of these hirds alight on the
water., It had dropped a tern chick and instead of pleking it a3 Usual
from the surface of the water without alighting, it settled beside it
and stayed a few seconds when it arose without alffleu tye Usually
when a frigate is chasing a booby and the pursued arrives over tlee
beach of the island the frigate leaves it. kr, Hensley Towlll, wio
spent some time on Canton, Midway and Christmes Islands asperts that
the booby makes provision for the frigate by catching an sxtra flying
figh for it, And that it also catches a squid for 1ts young. It gives
up a flying fish to the frigate but steadfastly refuses to give up its
own or the squid, His conclusion was formed by the faet that the booby
always disgorges a flying fish and the young always a squid when
disturbed.
: Nothing is known of the feeding hablts of the sea birds that used
to nest in countless thousands in the mountains of the main islands.
the uau and the ao. Both laid their eggs about llay or June.
7 .fhe gsooty, noddy and bridled terns nesting on iglands of the
hawallan Chain catch their fish by dashing at them when they come to
Bbe surface of the water. The little white tern is sald to catch
little fishes as they jump from the water. It carries them crosswise
18 its beak, somelimes packing it Trom tip %e base and sp carries
them to its young.

Gulls and phalaropes straggle to thege islands but do not seem
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to find the sustenance they require here and die of starvation as
evidenced by bodies of these birds ex tremely thin but in good feather
exhausted or dead on the beaches, There are no gulls resident in the

iexritory of Hewaii.
Now.. 8. 1948 000

BAOLIC BIRDS OF HAWAII
by Hazel Peppin

Visitors to Hawail are sometimes disappointed by the comparative-
1V Tew vnative bivds Tound berve, They fully expeot to pee Tiowlle
tropical plumaged birds flitting in the palm trees, and the mynah,
they feel, is a poor substitute, Indigenous birds we hawve; bul to mee
them it is necessary to penetrate deep into the more secluded and
golitary areuu, They are seldom found near urban habitations., Also
there is a marked variation in species and HUM\D ¢ among the different

slands, ﬂqwall claiming By Tar the lien's ghiare of native birds.

Wore suriouy; perhaps, is that apart irou the water birds, there
are no migrants in Haweii, and even the exotic birds mecn here would
be practically non~-exls tent Wadg i1 not heen Tor the vision and snier-
prise of =& fnv public-spirited individuals and organizatiOHUQ

Introducing foreign birds has been an experimental project car-
ried over a Uorlod of yeare snd motivated for both mesthetip and
economic reasons. It has involved much painsteking effort and sgtudy.
There have been many disappointments, some of the most beautiful birds
nevey survived afiter liberation. Others are now well established and
are not only among our most welcome garden visitors but can be scen
and heard on the mountein tralls, The fate of many introduced birds
is unknown. They have not been seen but may be living in the more
inaccessible regions., Time will eventually give the story.

: It is interesting to note thalt one of the earliest lmported song
birds to become established was the sky lark which arrived from Hng-

land in the middle of the last century, Later, Governor Cleghorn
liberated many more on the ngh plains near Vahiawa and tho S0NES

heard there to-day are probably from the descendants of those ploneers,
That same decade {1865} the mynah was brought from India by Dr.
Hillebrand to help rid the pasture lands of the devastatling armyworms,
and needless to add, 1t hes thrived beyond exveetations, Dr, Hille-
brand likewise introduced the rice bird, one of the few birds found
detrimental to agricu ltvrni due Ll Lio ot tr-16F Ulie Lendcr oreen
rice., [he linnet and the svarrow made their appearance soon after, the
former coming from Californis and the latter traveling from New Zeal-
and. As Tar back as 1879 the Chinese dove wag commonly seen. It had
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originally been brought here for food purposes, but had probably
escaped captivity and became establisheda

During one of the most recent bird walks, quite a e
excitement was caused when o Japanese tit, or yamagara, appeared not
more than a guarter mile from the Upper Woodlawn homes. Ihily active
little bird was first liberated on Kauai in 1890 by kirs. Frencis
Sinclair and lafter by Mrs. Dora Isenberg in 1905, but not until 1928~9
was Lt brouwght $0 Oshu by the Hoard of J‘“lcxluulc and Forestry and
the Hui Mané.

What has been called ‘one of the most fortunate accidents that
ever occurred in Hawaii' was when a number of Chinese thrush were
liberated from their cages during the “great fire” of 1900 in Honolulu.
Since then the thrush has been a welcome sight in forest rf\”lonu and
until a year ago it occasionally ventured into gardens near Punchbowl

and Upoer Manoa.
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'It is to the Honolulu Chamber of Commerce that we owe the impor-
tation during 1922 of the little Australian barred dove that 1s so0
much at home in IHonolulu parks and gardens.

The years 1928-9 were banner years of activity for the Hui Manu
and the Board of Agriculture and Forestry. During that interval those
orcanizations, as well as livs. Dore Igenberg, Mr, William Melnerxny and
and a few others were resoonsible for the introduction of the gregar-
ious hill robin; the mocking bird, that can be seen and enjoyed on the
Kamehamehsa School grounds: the tiny mejiros or white-eyes; and the
cardinals, both Brazilian and Kentucky, that have given so much life
and color throughout the Islands. The Japanese bluebird was also libexr-
ated ot this time. For a number of years there were rumors that it had
been seen in various localities, but lately recurrent reports have
come Trom the St., Louis Heishts area from several who have nositively
identified it, No more welcome news could be received.

These are the birds most frequently found in the local environ-
ment and they have now become & complementary part of the Hawailan
landscape, It can readily he seen that the community to~day ig Lar
richer in bird life than was the case fifteen years ago, and those who
made it possible rendered a distinet civic service. Information is not
complete regarding individual benefactors. No doubt there are many
whose names have not been mentioned, which is unfortunate, for they
should be known. But at least they all must have a certain warm satls-
faction in knowing they were instrumental in providing a gift that has
added immeasurably to the charm of Hawaiian life.
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Balance in Bank, December lst 1943

Regpectfully submitted,
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Ihere are 63 naid-up members (Signed) Grenville Hatch

Seeretary~lrespurer

The Society's thanks are due to liigs Hatch for her careful handling
of funds. She has avoided Yank charges on our account and even eollect
ed interest. Approval of this report will De asked at our next meeting.



WILD DUCKS AND DOVES ACCUSHD OF DAMAGING CROPS .
Was - L 3 i . ’
e e e
fﬂrmora may obtcln 0erm1% . e n%Luu'mﬁon.Qro? e Qumgge
X 8 from the Board of Agriculture and Iopestry
to shoot them.
- Wild ducks is a vague term, Several species of ducks migrate to
Hawall from the kainland during the winter months. These include the
pintail, shoveller, mallard, green-winged teal, buffle head and others
and all are protected by the Migratory Bird fTreaty Act. We would
advi;e that the Board check with the Fish and Wildlife Service,
fashington, D.C. before issuing permits to shoot birds which are
protected by international law. In the case of the doves, we have only
the Chinese turtle dove and the barred dove (Geopelia striata) which
are likely to be concerned. lhese are eaters of weed seeds and grass
seeds and are largely beneficial, :

: Ihe report seems to us a pretext for further hunting. lembers
will remember that the board issued permits to Qhoo pheasants which,
gccording to a report in the Star-Bulletin dated 9/2/43, have been an
increasing menace to farm production.

Ow1n@ to improved conservation on t e:
increased numbers of migrant ducks in llawaii, We should take pride and
ugtluigculon hat our lakes and swamps are being rc>o>u1cced %y wild-
life. Unfortunately the sight of flocks of ducks in Hawaii only means
to hunters an opnortunity for slaughter, but now that we a
lncreasing number of people who believe in conservation and also have
a law to enforce that doctrine, we may hope that such gatherings will
be increasingly evident and that the people of IHawalili may once again
see great Tlocks of wild fowl.

.inland we may expect

DIRD WAIK
We wewe @ group of twenty to start on the bird wa on Saturday.
November 13th, to watch shore birds at the ;iuu ponds behind loanalua
Gardens, Four of our Darty were service non9 whom we al s weloone.,
We wore vartioularly delichied with the store of &

f et ien Harold
beiit hils vind and

n
Cantlin {one of the service men) was able to give a
photographic experiences in the Last. Lorin Gill, a HOOQCVhlu High
School student, came for the first time. We would like to have other
intercsted students Jaln wourE oreln.
We knew from the start thet this trip would be successful, for
the wsather promised to stay good md great numbers of birds were on

the pond. We spread out and started toward the pond when some sound
sent about seventy-five »intail ducks wheeling up into formation and
setting off toward Salt Lake. Three stayed behind asg if to give us a
chance to compare them co *he stilte which now dominated the water.
They scon followed the others though, and none returned while we were
there.

=l

Getting closer we centered our attention om the stilts. lhere
were about 230 of them, and they were not in the least concerned with
our interest or nearness. Uheir movement made a shifting color pattern
of black and white -- white as some moved toward us and black as
others moved away. With tho 012 ses we could see how really beautiful
they were, walking so delicately on .their very long pink legs.

We left Miss Peppin there with her camera eguipment and high
hopes of getiing ancther sirip 1o add to her movie of Howsilan blrds.
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We had gone only a short distance when the lily pond to our left
took our attention. The flowers were lovely; and the whole pond served
as adequate camouflage for the birds, which after some time we saw
moving in and out. The white alae or Hawaiian coot seemed the most
numerous, with dark bodies and all white faces. Not as numerous but
easy to distinguish were the alae ula or Ilawaiian gallinule (sometimes
called the mudhen) with dark grey bodies, shading into lighter under
Yerhs, snd with brilliert red beaks., They tmrpied boek and 1onth,
chicken like, searching for food, only occasionally giving a loud cry.

We were interested too in the buildings of Chinese architecture
and the landscaping which could be seen beyond the lily ponds,

Qur pathway now led to the narrow road which divides the fish
ponds leased by a Chinese, a Filipino fisherman was there at work, We
soon found we could enter without benefit of cum shaw!

Then for awhile the birds were of secondary interest as we watch-
ed hundreds of three inch awa being transferred from a trap to nets
from which they were to be transferred to another pond. We were told
that these fish would be about a foot and a half long in a year's Lime,

¥From this point we could watch the stilts again., One preened
itesll on & roclk es it to Prove to us that i does Haye Lhe longest
legs of any bird of its size, From here we heard the clear musical
notes of two wandering tattlers, one of which we later located upon a
rock, From here too we heard and saw several plovers,

We continues around the pond and were back again at loanalua
e ~ 3 !
vardens shortly after four s'elock with lunches spread out and every-
orle resdy o eat.

5 We all enjoyed lingering thisg little while more, The day had
brought pleasure and new knowledge of the shore birds to many. Lo one

person the day had added four birds never seen before and only a bird
enthusiast knows what that means.
Bvelyn Johnson

Next walk: meet at Punahou and Nehoa at 2,00 p.m, Saturday, December
st lorise l Uies il

HILECTION OF OFRICERS FOR 1944

With thils iesie of Elepaio mo the voting ballote for fhe election of
officers for 1944, No further nominations have been received since
the report of the Nominating Committee was published in the October
igsue. We regret that owing to the condition of the mails Mainland
members will not be able to vote.

HONOLULU AUDUBON BS0CIETY

Presidents J. d'Arcy Northwood, 3449 Paty Drive, Honolulu, T.lil

Vice-President: Charles M. Dunn, 3227 George St., Honoclulu, T.i.
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