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A BIRD WALK IN NEW CALEDONIA
By Walter Donaghho

Finding a morning to myself, I decided on a hike up into the
valleys to the rear of the camp to see what I could find of is-
land bird life. I went down to the stream running through camp,
and followed it. After leaving the camp, the banks of the
stream become more precipitous, and soon the stream was flowing
through a little ravine about fifteen feet deep. A trail follow-
ed along the rim. The sides of the ravine were clothed with a
fing variety of plants. I noted some conifers. Another plant had
white blossoms resembling those of the silver oak. It was, I be=
lieve, in the same genus, as I later saw a tree with pods, and:
they were exact counterparts of the silver oak pods. The leaves
were different, however, and were green with a rich brown under-
neath, There wers two or three kinds of bottlebrushes; one with
white blossoms, and another with beautiful red blossoms,

Green honeysuckers were everywhere, and filled the air with
thelr sweet cheery songs. I descended the bank of the stream and
followed another trail. Once, from a patch of woods across the
stream, I heard a strange bird whistling two ascendlng notes. I
imitated, and it answered. Presently a black and white fly catcher
flew out inte the open., It was a mylagra, or crested flycatcher,
It was larger than the Guadalcanal specles, and was a dark smoky
blusblack. I tried a seriess of "sweets" and it answered, only
repeating the notes twice, Instead of in succession, as 1n the case
of the Guadalcanal species.

& Yailver oak™, as I will call 1%, was cowered with beautiful
blossoms, and a flock of white eyes was feeding on them in company
with several honeysuckers. As I approached the tree, a scarlet
honeysucker flew out and perched in & sapling bottlebrush in
plain sight. It had a beautiful red head, a white breast, and black
wings. It approached and slpped from one of the red blossoms, then
sang a high pitched passage resembling "It's right, dear", and flew
o5

I came to the stucco home of a French family that owned or man-
aged an open nickel mine on a point towering above the valley, and
several thatehed huts of his Tonkinese workers and gardeners, I
climbed the bank and walked through the gardens and small planta=-
tions of the farm, As I climbed the bank, I flushed & reddish
brown, green winged pigeon from a clump of ironwoods growing by
the stream, A path up the valley led through a scrub forest, in
which I noticed guava bushes, The white blossoms of the silver
oaks were in beautiful contrast with the green foliage. The bush
fairly rang with the sweet loud notes of the honeysuckers which
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were everywhere, and 1t made qulte a pleasant din of bird melody.
Once I scared up a flock of brown finches that were feeding 1in
clumps of grass along the trail. They landed in trees nearby,
and I got a chance to look them over. They had bright red beaks
and a patch of red on thelr breasts. A 1little further on, 1 saw
s bright green, red headed bird fly up with another flock of
brown finches, and recognized it as the tri-colored finch.

As the trall progressed, the valley became narrower. The sides
were well wooded, covered with forest about fifteen feet high in
spots. The stream forked further on, and I took the fork to the
right, climbing over the bright orange rocks of the stream bed. I
heerd a high tnin bird note in the forest along the right bank,
and discovered a greenish brown bird with a yellow belly and a
grey breast. It was about twice as fat as the amakihi, and a
1i%tle larger. I also saw a smaller bird of ricetird size that
was dull green above and grey below (later identified as the grey
warbler). A second bird of the former specles flew into a dense
thicket of trees. I went down under them and started looking for
the bird, which had dilsappeared. Suddenly I saw a nest placed
upen a sloping branch. The bird was sitting on it. Its mate Tiew
down, opened 1ts bill, and the sltting bird reached into the oth-
er's throat and took out something to eat. It flew off the nest
as I neared, and I examined it, The nest was the size of a tea~
cup, and was placed on & sapling about half an inch thick. It was
woven about several twlgs of another sapling that lcaned across
the main stem. It was thin walled, like a white eye's nest, and
wasg constructed of dead twigs. Bits of bark were woven inte the
outside of the nest for camouflage. These averaged a guarter inch
by three quarters. Within were two white, brown speckled eggs.

A chocolate ring encircled the large end. The nest wag elght feet
above the ground.

Going on, I scrambled up the slope of the valley through the
brush. The helght of the trees on the hillslde averaged elight
feet, with occaslonal evergrcens twelve feet. The ground was
gtrewn with boulders, and a grass with shiny reed-like stems grew
in bunches among them. The trees were of great variety, and I
noted many that resembled Hawailan gpecles. Several looked as if
they may have been of the ohla family, and I saw some ends of na-
ked stems, resembling Hawallan plants that I have seen 1in the rain
forest. And I came upon & naupaka! It had the same half flowers,
white in color. The leaves were smaller and more slender, and
were a dark, dull green. There were several t1 plants wlth waxy
green leaves, also smaller and more glender.

The forest diminished in size as I neared the summit, and the
vegetation along the top of the ridges was mere scrub, less than
three feet in height. There were large barren areas of red dirt.
Up the maln ridge that enclrcled a large bowl-shaped valley, the
vista was magnificent. Far below was the French farm, and below
that, the camnp, sprawled out over the barren floor of the outer
and nmain valley. Beyond the camnp were the cocoanut groves, gar—
dens, and pastures of the little village, nestled along the shores
of a cove of the brightest blue. Across the ravines and over the
red streaked mountains beyond, I could see Mt. Des Kirghis, behind
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strewn with large boulders, and I had to watch my step. Now and
then T smelt an odor that suggested the prescnce of a "backhouse"
in tho nosr vieinity. knowing that no such thing existed, I start-
e¢d loockins for the source of the smell, Suspscting a plant near
me with tiny white blossoms, I picked a cluster grig snifted, Prewl
Pilau!

T rcached the main strcam snd fOllOWud 1% put of the vallsy.,
“oneysvckers sorcnaded me as I went. Once, in a atoh of cooid
woods along the banks, a fantall flycather camu up to watch me.

4o inko Bamp 8.alny I W LB throu;h scattered groves of nigu-

On the top of one was & strange tird, vigorously bting
wagoing its tail. It stayed on the perch as I walked up to
troo to look it over. It was the size of a mynah, and was

sisto in color, with a white beliy and a sooty u“ﬁd and tall,

latter kept bobblng and waggling cﬁn:tantly. It had a 1light

bluish-white till, Suddenly it derted out, snappced up sowms insaet
and returned to its pereh, whore it sat ovcu mare, ,ui wagrod its
aver moving tail.
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Birds 1 by Thomes M, Blackman, ls just
pif the pres . ition to the literaturc concerning
the birds in 1 a shorclines surrounding and to
ko south of . value to anyone interpestod in those
birds and 08D 1ly icn of the Unitod ates Armed Servicces
to whom 1t is dedicated and who may traverse thesc sovas. It is a
book of 70 pazes dealing with 48 sca birds and 15 weaders, with 16
plates showing 30 spcocics of blrds. It te L*s Ih ef eourse all tho
Hawalicn ses birds but whore we have five petrels and six torns
this book has 16 petrels and 14 terns,

1's personal obsorvations on habits of *he sos birds
articularly valusble from & scientiflic vie ”ﬂoint.
wotographer of birds and some of the platos are
eifvl and 1ntarastil Eac frontlspi'c* with
1 ugoby strainirg every nerve to reach the beach be-
¢ompelled to disgorge it proy for the pursuing frigato
erv roel, Trhe frigate zonerally zives up the chase when
1 ; reachos over the land, honceo 1%s Final frantic offort
plain gpicted in the pieture. HNos. 10 and 16 of the wnite tern
and 1 nigue nesbting place arc ecspeelally beautiful, The one
Just hted is about Lo spruad its breast feasthers over thoc oggz.
The © too large and its | too short to allow 1t to 81t on
the o 0 1t stands besido 1t deftly covering it with 1ts foathers
Augpst S0, 1544 George . Munro
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"Birds of Hawali National Park?, by Paul H. Baldwin, reviewed
by Dean Amadon in the October 1944 Elepalo, has been reprinted
and is available at 10¢ a copy through the Natural History Assocl-
ation of Hawail National Park, according to information recelved
from Miss Janet Bell, Librarian in charge of Hawailana at the Uni-
versity of Hawail Library. There are about 900 coples availlable,
the profits from the sale of which will be used to further the
publication of pamphlets on the natural history of the park re-
gion or on similar projects that will result in the dissemination
of knowledge concerning the area.
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YAn Extinct Goose from the Island of Hawaii' by Alexander
Wetmore. From "The Condor", vol. 45, pp. 146-148, 1943,

During drilling operations on Hawali the limb bones of a large
bird were found in deposits believed to be thousands of years old.
Dr. Wetmore findes the bones to be those of an undescrlibed genus
and species of fosell goose, which he names Geochen rhuax. sSurpris-
ingly, this bird was not related to the Nene (Nesochen) but rather
to the Australian upland gocse, Cerecopls. Anofher fossll relative
of Cereopis is known from New Zealand, suggesting that this sub~
grocup of geese was once widely distributed on the Pacific islands.

Dean Amadon
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COMMENTS ON "BIRDS OF HAWAII'" (continued)
By George C. Munro

There 18 algso a letter from Walter Donaghho, one of those
young men whe I hope will carry on the study of the Haweilan birds
for many years to come and help to unravel much that is now myster-
ious concerning them. I find I overlocked some of his notes when
working on the "Birds of Hawaii®. He had informed me that in 1936
he saw a pair of oc-aa on the Walaleale trail, Kaual. He imitated
their call and brought them up close to him. He said: ¥Their iden-
tification was certailn, they were only four or five feet from me,
Their song is a series of flutelike notes. In 1911 Eric Knudsen
reports seeing co near Kokee.! It was the Oahu oo that he thought
he heard but did not see, that I referred to in "Birds of Hawailild
erroncously as the Kauai bird. He says: "I heard the bird twice.
The first time I heard a succession of loud notes that somewhat
resembled those of the ocarina. They were very loud and I judged
the bird to have been 300 yards away. 1 heard it agaln about
half a mile further up the trail., This time it was a loud call
repcated twice. These notes though much louder, alsc had the
quality of some of the notes of the 00-a8....1 have no less than
three reports of a black bird with yellow feathers seen in the
forests of Oahu. A fourth one stated that a bird was hear emit-
ting notes like the barking of a dog heard in the distanpe,® It
certainly would be a wonderful thing if the oo still existed on
Oahu. Sti1ll it is possible, and as long as enthusiasm exlists for
the pursuit of facts further light may be thrown on the subject of
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birds thought possibly extinct. Donaghho feels sure that the
akialos still exists on Oshu. He says: "There was no mistaking

the two birds I saw on Kaual in 1936 and 194l1...I also heard
another one that I didn't see., Its call once heard 1is easily recog-
nized being that loud "Keewit". I hope Donaghho 1is right but I al~
ways remember that I was nearly deceived myself in 1936 with a young
11wl on Kaual that I took for a young akialca, and I, some S50 years
before of course, was very well acquainted with the akialoa of Kaual.
He goes on: " I believe I heard one on Maunakes (Hawaili) in 1940.
The call was very loud, identical with the Kaual specles.....The
Akepa seen an the Kipapa trail (Oshu), I believe, in 1935. I saw

it plainly and noted its small size, about the size of & rice bird.
It was brown sbove, and was washed with orange about the head and
front. It was a female bird... able to watch the bird through my
binogulars. It sat in full view while it preened its feathers a
bit.

WIn 1937, while working in the Hawali National Park, I saw a
femsle koa finch. This bird was plainly seen through my binoculars
after I had called it into the trees over my head, and I noticed
its bill which was the bill of the koa finch resembling somewhat,
the bill of e grossbeak. It was certainly not an ou. I had seen
ou in Kona in 1933...the color was dull green, whitish below. It
emitted several long whistles." From Donaghho's report to Super-
intendent Wingate at the end of his and Craddock's work in the
Hawali National Park in 1937 speaking of Rhodacanthis the so-called
koa finch: "I saw only one bird at the edge of the koa forest south
of the Bilrd Park on July 2, and have not heard it since." He sent
me a copy of his June 30 report which said "Kipuka, Puaulu, I saw
a female koa finch (Rhodacanthis). I heard it whistle. I imitated
1t and it flew into plain sight on a branch about 20 feet away .
This refers to the same bird and the same occasion, the discrepancy
in dates is a mistake easily made. Donaghho has a remarkable ad-
vantage in being able to imitate the birds almost exactly and bring
them close to him. In this way he 1s apt to see many more birds
than others. Often some of us could hardly credit that he saw so
many birds and suspected that he counted going outb and back. With
some birds it is extremely difficult to get an accurate count even
if one counts only when going one way. If one counts both ways
coming and going he 1s almost sure to count some birds twice. But
some birds as apapane and iiwi which fly backwards and forwards
quickly, counting when going only one way 1s often not accurate.
One can get a fairly accurate count of most Hawaiian forest birds,
those which keep in the trees and do not fly overhead if he counts
when going in one direction and never includes any on his return.

000

In regard to the Kentucky cardinal flying againet the window
pane, mentioned in the July issue: On May 6 a cat caught a card-
inal, and although the cat was made to release 1t and 1t flew
away apparently unkurt it has never come back to the windows. It
elther died from its injuries or perhaps left the locality. A
cardinal continues to sing and I have seen one frequently but
whether the one that used to bump on the window I have no way of
telling. Whether it saw its own reflection inthe glass as
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suggested by J.d'A.N, cannot be proved even if one could reach
the pane we cannot be sure that birds see the same things that

we do. I am quite sure they sense things which are not percept-
ible to us. Why it would return repeatedly during the day and
every day for months to fight an opponent with which it could not
come in contact 1s fnexplicable to me. It might have thought 1t
was keeping its opponent at bay. It seemed to strike with the
upper part of its beak, if it struck with the ennd ol 1be bhill 18
would surely have broken or crushed it but its bill appeared to
be undamaged,

In trapping rats with spring traps it is unsafe to leave the
trap set in the daytime where cardinals can get Bo U F preler
to keep the trap set continuously wlth cocoenut balt but 1f getl
on the ground it must be protected from cardinals, The Kentucky
cardinal forages on the ground a good deal., Traps sct all the
time catch the rats as they come and the others do not get wise
to the trap. However, places can be found where cardinals are
not likely to go.

Qa0 206 George C. Munro
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OCTOBER BIRD WALK
B. M., Kubns

Audubon bird-lovers had their rendezvous at the Library of
Hawaii. Transportation was very kindly provided by different
members, and after driving out along Dillingham Boulevard, we
again met at our first destination, the Kalihi Flats,

T laughed to myself as we all walked along the railroad
ties, intent on secing birds as well as enjoying other offerings
of nature, while traffic hurried in a1l channels to and from the
city without & pause., We were happy in our pursuits, and the day
itsclf was bright and sunny. The mountains behind us were clear-
cut, and presented varying shades of green, blue, and purple,

Ah! There they were! Stilts! Eleven of them standing in the
water, so straight and important!

Then we came to an area where there was no vegetation., A
lone plover perched on & rock was our next discovery, Then a
tattler appearcd, After a little while, turnstones werc men=
tioned. Sure enough, not one, but sifteen or more, just resting
in a little shallow near the water's cdge.

Leroplanes flying overhead, blue dragonflies flashing by,
and fishes leaping about in the watcr, were other sights which
caught our cttention now and then. About an hour later wce lert
the salty region to return to the automobiles which weore pearked
in a clecaring off the mein road. It was rather difftecult to Ccross
the highway, but when at last we were safe across, we drove to
the Moanalua Fish Ponds.

What & pleeasing sight! There werc over one hundred stilts,
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feeding, preening, stending; while a few restless ones were walking

eround in the mud, Then four creetures were seen flying over the
pond, They were pin-t&iled ducks. A group of black birds over to
the right in the water were coots.

Then I sew & big, rether heavy flying feathered objJect travel-
ling towerd some mengo trees. It wes a heron. A stroll on & path

elong the pond's edge amcong green and yellow pickleweed and gulchea
bushes brought us véry close to the stilts, t this time I turned

to count the bird welkers &nd lecrned thet there were twenty~-six of
us.

As the coolness end quilet of late afternoon settled over this
pesceful &ree, we begen to return to the eutomobiles. The bird welk
wes over, but I hed enjoyed & very interesting and gainful experience,
my first, eamong birds.

o0o

One of our number reports thet on checking with Peterson's
GUIDE, he decided the ducks, teken by many of us to be pintails, were
immature beldpetes.
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Next birdwalk: Meet at the second (mauka) intersection of Alanl and
Woodlawn at 2:00 p.m. on November 11l.
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