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Hawai‘i Christmas
Bird Counts--1992

by Robert L. Pyle!

Christmas bird counts were taken at 10]ocali-
ties in the Hawaiian Islands in the latter part of
December 1992 through 1 January, 1993,
Counts have been taken fairly regularly at all
of these localities in past years, although two
were missed in 1991, The Honolulu count has
the longest continuous record, having started
in its present count circle in 1944, Counts
were taken at Volcano on Hawai'i Island for
three years in the mid-1950s and then re-
sumedin 1972, The three Kaua ‘i counts started
in 1971, Waipi‘o in central O‘ahu started in
1977, and the remaining four counts started
during the 1980s.

Continuing problems for the Hawai®i
Christmas counts, particularly on the neigh-
bor islands, are the relatively low number of
observers available to participate and the low
number of party-hours spent counting birds.
Although participation on the Honolulu count
jumped significantly to 91 party-hours from
1991°s very low 53, the remaining eight main
island counts continued a slow decline to an
average of only 17 party-hours per count,
which works out to 3 to 4 hours afield per
party. There is ample room for improvement
in the coverage of count circles in the main
islands outside Honolulu,

Species counts and other statistics for the
nine counts taken in the main Hawaiian Is-
lands in 1992 are shown in Table 1. Data for
the French Frigate Shoals count, taken by U.
S. Fish and Wildlife Service personnel, are
shown in Table 2.

Highest species totals for the state were,
as usual, at Honolulu (48), North Kona (44),
and Waipi‘o (38). These count circles include
good wetland habitats for migrants, and gen-
erally have more alien species than are present
in other count circles.

The main island counts together listed 87
different species, and eight more species of
seabirds were added at French Frigate Shoals.
Lesser Golden-Plovers and six introduced
species were found on all nine main island

counts., The usually ubiquitous Zebra Dove
and several other species, including the native
*Amakihi and ‘Apapane, were found onseven
counts.

Ten species of endemic Hawaiian
Drepanids were reported, and an eleventh
was seen during count week (but not on count
day) at Pu‘u O Kaka'e on Maui. Adding the
‘lo, *Elepaio, and ‘Oma‘o brings the total to
14 endemic Hawaiian landbird species, plus
five additional island subspecies forms that
were recorded on the counts. Total numbers
of individuals of native landbirds were well
down from 1991 on Kaua'i, Maui, and
Hawai‘i, but were slightly up on Moloka‘i
and the two O*ahu counts. Six “Elepaio were
found on the Honolulu count in the same area
where a similar number were found last year;
good news for this bird which has crashed so
badly on O‘ahu in the past decade. The 141
‘Apapane tallied at Kualapu‘u was a good
high count for Moloka‘i.

Among the alien species, North Kona
counters found seven species of Estrildids
(which include the waxbills, mannikins,
Silverbill, Java Sparrow, and Cordonbleu),
while Honolulu recorded six species and
Waipi®o had five. More of these species have
established populations on Hawai‘iand O*ahu
than on the other main islands. Count totals
forthe more familiar alien species were mixed
down or up, generally reflecting decreases or
increases in party-hours afield. At Honolulu,
the 64 Yellow-fronted Canaries and 323
Common Waxbills set new record high counts
for those species in the Honolulu count circle.
The eight Gray Swiftlets on the Honolulu
count tied the record number found previ-
ously in 1990 and 1991.

Itwas a good year for counts of Nene, the
endangered Hawaiian Goose. Thirteen were
found at both Lihu‘e, inthe newly established
population on Kaua'i, and at Volcano, which
was a good high count for there. One was
recorded at Pu*u O Kaka‘e on Maui, and two
at North Kona. Koloa, the endangered Ha-
waiian Duck, were found on all counts on
Kaua‘i and O*ahu (but nowhere else), includ-
ing 64 at Waipi‘o and 35 at Lihu‘e. Migrant
ducks and shorebirds generally made a poor
showing everywhere except at North Kona.

Besides 87 Northern Shovelers, North Kona
had one to four individuals each of five other
species which included a Canvasback and a
Greater Scaup, both rare visitors to the state.
Elsewhere, afew Northern Pintails were found
on three other counts, and an unusual Buffle-
head turned up at Lihu‘e. Three Long-billed
Dowitchers at North Kona were the only
uncommon shorebirds reported.

Seabirds are the specialty of the count at
French Frigate Shoals in the mostly uninhab-
ited Northwest Hawaiian Islands. Table 2
shows 1992°s species totals for French Frig-
ate Shoals, and also the totals for 1991 which
were not published in American Birds maga-
zine last year and thus are included here for
the record. Totals for 1992 are considerably
higher because in 1991 the counters could
only cover Tern Island. In 1992 one party
went by small boat to count at Whale-Skate
and other islets in the atoll. About one-third of
the party hours were spent on the other islets,
one-fourthinthe boat traveling between them,
and the rest on Tern Island, all within the
count circle. A stray Cattle Egret was the only
unexpected bird found on this count.

Seabirds elsewhere included 60 Laysan
Albatross in the flourishing nesting colonies
in and near Kilauea Point National Wildlife
Refuge in the Kapa‘a circle. Seven Brown
Boobies were counted along the Honolulu
waterfront. White-tailed Tropicbirds were
found on five counts, including inside Kilauea
Craterinthe Volcano count circle many miles
from the sea.

A Peregrine Falcon, formerly consid-
ered a vagrant straggler to Hawai ‘i, was found
on the Honolulu count for the second year in
a row, this time at Ulupau Head. Another
falcon, perhaps a Peregrine, was seen during
December at Kualapu‘u, and a definite Per-
egrine was found on the 1991 French Frigate
Shoals count. Peregrines have been turning
up in Hawai ‘i every winter in recent years, but
seldom get recorded on Christmas Counts.

Anyone who has read this article all the
way through to here is certainly interested
enough in Christmas counts to be an active
participant. Please take part in one or more of
the counts this year.
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Table 1: Christmas Bird Counts in the Main Hawaiian Islands - -December 1992
Kaua‘i O‘ahu Moloka‘i Maui  Hawai'i
Waimea Lihu‘e Kapa‘a Waipio Hono. Kuala- Pu'uO  North Volcano
pu'n Kaka'e Kona
Pied-billed Grebe - - - - - - - 6
Laysan Albatross - - 60 - 4 - -
White-tailed Tropicbird 2 I 6 - - 3 - - 2
Brown Booby - - - - 8 - - - -
Red-footed Booby - - 495 - 287 - - - -
Great Frigatebird - - 6 - 50 - - - -
Cattle Egret 42 262 35 125 202 61 - 8 -
Black-crowned Night-Heron 2 3 7 12 37 6 - 3 -
Nene (Hawaiian Goose) - 13 - - - | 2 13
Mallard - 31 - - 138 - - 1 -
Koloa (Hawaiian Duck) 2 35 6 64 1 - - -
Northern Pintail - 5 6 - ) - 4 -
Northern Shoveler - - - - - - - 87
American Wigeon - - - - - - - 1 -
Canvasback - - - - - - - | -
Greater Scaup - - - - - - - 1 -
Lesser Scaup - - - - - - - 4 -
Bufflehead - 1 - - - - - - -
‘lo (Hawaiian Hawk) - - - - - - - 1 3
Peregrine Falcon - - - - 1 - - -
falcon sp? - - - - - [CW]* - -
Black Francolin 1 - - - - 26 - 3 -
Erckel Francolin 2 - -+ - - - 15 -
Gray Francolin - - - - 1 46 1 - -
Chukar - - = - - 1 - -
Kalij Pheasant - - - - - - 22
Red Junglefowl 25 121 - - B - - - -
Ring-necked Pheasant 5 5 7 - 1 - -
Common Peafowl - - - - - - - 27 -
Wild Turkey - - - - - [CW]* ~ =
Common (Hawaiian) Moorhen 3 31 9 - 3 - -
American (Hawaiian) Coot - 23 32 62 10 2 - 39 =
Lesser Golden-Plover 50 184 32 375 1199 74 29 48 45
Black-necked (Hawaiian) Stilt 13 9 19 112 77 3 - 33 -
Wandering Tattler - | 7 i) 16 1 - 10 -
Ruddy Turnstone - 40 - 18 245 63 - 20 -
Sanderling - - - 21 26 - - 6 -
Long-billed Dowitcher - - - - - - - 3 -
White Tern = - - - 5 - - - -
Rock Dove 1 6 - 54 299 - 19 16 -
Spotted Dove 53 198 29 289 1513 117 22 35 24
Zebra Dove 40 606 111 756 4112 138 - 125 -
Rose-ringed Parakeet - - - - 1 B - - -
Barn Owl - - - - [CW]* 2 - 1 -
Short-eared (Hawaiian) Owl 1 - - ] - ] 3 - -
Gray Swiftlet - - - - 8 - - - -
Eurasian Skylark - - - 33 - - 27 11 5
Red-vented Bulbul - - - 207 1309 - - - =
Red-whiskered Bulbul - - - 2 131 - - - -
Japanese Bush-Warbler 1 - - 48 42 13 16 - -
‘Elepaio 9 - - - 6 - - - 48
White-rumped Shama 5 13 - 11 91 - - = -
‘Oma‘o - - - - - - - - 216
Hwamei 6 10 4 - 2 - 9 - 3
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Table 1: Christmas Bird Counts in the Main Hawaiian Islands -- December 1992
Kaua‘i O‘ahu Moloka®i Maui Hawai‘i
Waimea Lihu‘e Kapa'a Waipi‘oc Hono. Kuala- Pu'uO  North Volcano
pu‘u Kaka‘e Kona

Red-billed Leiothrix - - - 6 18 - 18 - 21
Northern Mockingbird 6 2 2 | 4 3 1 - -
Common Myna 67 469 229 627 2698 126 13 142 59
Japanese White-eye 11 118 37 222 697 34 54 63 336
Northern Cardinal 16 67 16 37 154 18 4 16 39
Red-crested Cardinal 6 49 28 131 456 83 - - -
Yellow-billed Cardinal - - - - - - - o -
Yellow-faced Grassquit - - s 5 - - - - -
Saffron Finch - 9 3 1 1 - - 476 -
Western Meadowlark 1 10 15 - - - - - -
House Finch i 89 41 197 403 19 17 49 70
Yellow-fronted Canary - - 2 - 64 - - 34 -
Common ‘Amakihi 11 - - 17 79 1 53 121 158
Anianiau 5 - - - - - - - -
*Akiapola‘au - - - - - - - - 6
Kaua'i Creeper 2 - - - - - - - -
Hawai'i Creeper - - - - - - - - 3
Maui Creeper - - = - - - 2 - =
*Akeke’e (Kaua‘i “Akepa) i - - - - - - - -
*Akepa - = - - - - - - 5
green drepanid sp? [13] - - - - - - - -
THiwi 7 - - - - - 8 - 172
*Akohekohe - - - - - - [CW]* - -
*Apapane 46 - E 96 57 141 163 30 1029
House Sparrow 16 182 | 226 776 8 19 107 5
Red-cheeked Cordonbleu = - - - - - - 1 -
Lavender Waxbill - - - - 4 - - 49 -
Orange-cheeked Waxbill - - - - 17 - - - -
Black-rumped Waxbill - - - - - - - 3 -
Common Waxbill - - - 500 323 - - - -
Red Avadavat - - - 22 ) - - 8 -
Warbling Silverbill - - - - - 320 - 13 -
Nutmeg Mannikin - 94 32 34 454 E 25 151 33
Chestnut Mannikin 30 262 - 114 27 - E - -
Java Sparrow - 34 58 399 2702 - - 35 -
Species 34 33 28 38 48 26 23 44 23

Total Individuals 524 2983 1329 4846 18779 1263 510 1844 2317

Observers 9 1143 12 12 52+2f* S ] 13 24

Party Hours 11 26 8.5 31.5 91 18 75 13 19

Habitat Percentages yes no no yes no no no no no

Count Date 26 Dec 19Dec 27 Dec 19Dec 20 Dec l1Jan 19Dec 20Dec 19 Dec
Compiler Mark Winona Barbara David Lance Wesley Fern Reggie Larry
Jeffers Sears  Stuart Brewer Tanino Voth Duvall David Katahira

[CW]* = Species seen in count circle during count week, but not seen day of the count.
* - Feeder-watchers.
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Honolulu Christmas Count--1992

by Lance Tanino'

Although heavy rains greeted most parties in
the early morning, the 49th annual Honolulu
Christmas bird count on 20 December, 1992,
eventually became a beautiful and prolific
day with 18,779 birds counted. Despite being
the lowest count in the last several years and
with the weird weather we had been experi-
encing, this was a pretty good year. Participa-
tion and coverage was similar to 1991, with
52 observers in 21 parties spending 91 party-
hours in the field, up from 53 party-hours in
1991. In addition, two people counted birds at
their feeder.

The total tally included 48 species. Once
again, the ever present Zebra Dove took the
top spot in being the most seen species, with
4,112 individuals, 520 more than 1991.

This year’s most unusual and exciting
species was an immature Pergrine Falcon
soaring over the Red-footed Booby colony at
Ulupau Head, observed repeatedly diving on
a flock of Java Sparrows, giving everyone a
spectacular aerial display toward the end of
their day. Four Lavender Waxbills, another
unusual species, were seen at a Waialae Iki
feeder. And finally of note was an adult Ring-
billed Gull at Nu‘upia Ponds. Unfortunately it
was found dead justinside the protected bound-
ary fence, probably from exhaustion.

Seabirds on Moku Manu islet can be
counted from Ulupau Head on the O‘ahu
mainland, but because Mohu Manu lies just
outside the count circle, the birds there are not
included in the Honolulu count totals. Birds

Table 2: Christmas Bird Counts At French Frigate Shoals--1991-1992
1992 1991
Black-footed Albatross 5517 1147
Laysan Albatross 3408 1995
hybrid Black-footed X Laysan Albatross 2] [1]
Bonin Petrel 8 63
Red-tailed Tropicbird 1 3
Masked Booby 183 33
Brown Boaby 41 2
Red-footed Booby 278 255
Great Frigatebird 424 352
Cattle Egret 1 -
Peregrine Falcon - 1
Lesser Golden-Plover 71 62
Wandering Tattler 5 5
Bristle-thighed Curlew 3 2
Ruddy Turnstone 635 698
Sanderling 6 -
Sooty Tern 1296 109
Brown Noddy 1604 307
Black Noddy 3146 2027
White Tern __60 35
Species 18 17
Total Individuals 16689 7097
Observers 4 4
Party Hours 12.5 35
Count Date 22 Dec 25 Dec

Compiler Beth Jennifer

Flint Megyesi

741 N. Kalaheo Avenue
Kailua, HI 96734

on Moku Manu this year were: 6 Masked
Boobies, 12 Brown Boobies, 31 Red-footed
Boobies, and 48 Great Frigatebirds.

Sectors

1-A:  Aiea Trail: Eric Vanderwerf

1-B: Halawa Valley: David Woodside,
Craig Rowland, Karen Evans, Nannete Seto,
Phylis Ha, Beth Flint

2-A: Tripler Ridge Trail, Tripler Hospital:
David Bremer, David Cooper, John O'Brien
2-B:  Alewa Trail, Kamehameha Schools
Campus: Chuck Burrows, Gerry Johnston,
Mike Quon, Haili Camarillo, Mark Silva,
Karen Victor, Matt Gabriel, Rosanna Alegado
2-C: Nu‘uvanu Valley: Paul Conry

3-A: Round Topand Tantalus Drives. Pu‘u-
ualaka‘a Park, Pu‘u ‘Ohi‘a Trail: Donna and
John de Haan

3-B: Punchbowl, Lower Makiki: George
Campbell, Susan Schenck

4-A: Magic Island, Ft. DeRussy: George
Campbell, Susan Schenck

4-B: Manoa Valley (res.), University of
Hawai'i: Arlene Bucholz, Steve Novak
5-A: Honolulu Zoo: Peter Luscomb

5-B: Kapiolani Park, Diamond Head: Mike
Ord

6-A: Palolo Valley: Keith Leber, Carol
Lubbers

6-B: Kahala to Waialae Nui: Clyde Imada,
George Staples

6-C: Kalani Valley, Waialae Iki: Bruce and
Brenda Eilerts, Clyde Imada, George Staples
6-D: Aina Haina, Niu Valley, Kuli‘ou‘ou
Valley, Paiko Lagoon: Regina Kawamoto,
Loyal Mehrhoff

Tz Waimanalo: Not covered

8-A: Lanikai: Peggy Hodge, Lee Hickok
8-B: Kailua: Glenn and Matt Bauer, Roy
and Betty Hughes (feeder)

8-C: KawainuiCanal and Dike: Don, Doris,
and Colin Huddleston

8-D: Kawainui Marsh, Quarry Road, Kapaa
and Kalaheo Landfills: Don, Doris, and Colin
Huddleston

8-E; Kailua to Hawai‘i Memorial Cem-
etery (Kane‘ohe): Robert Pyle

e Mokapu Peninsula, Kane*ohe Makai,
Moku Manu; Lance Tanino, Diane Drigot,
Peter Donaldson, Thierry Work, Allison
Boale, Ryan Lingle, Dan Moriarty

10-A: Ho‘omaluhia Botanical Garden:
Martha McDaniel

10-B:  HaikuRoad, He ‘eiaMarsh, Waihe ‘e
Wetland: Dana Kokubun, Brian Worth

'45-045 Malulani St.
Kane‘ohe, HI 96744
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49th Annual Honolulu Christmas Count -- 1992
Sectors

Species: 1 2 3 4 3 6 7 8 9 10 Total
Laysan Albatross - - - - - - - - 4 - 4
Brown Booby - - - T - - - - 1 - 8
Red-footed Booby - - - - - - - 6 281 - 287
Great Frigatebird - - - - - | - 3 13 33 50
Cattle Egret - - - - - = - 47 155 E 202
Black-crowned Night-Heron - - - - 2 - - 5 47 3 57
Mallard - - - - - 19 - 104 8 7 138
Koloa - - - - - - - - - 1 1
Peregrine Falcon - - - - - - - - 1 - 1
Gray Francolin - - - - | - - - - - 1
Ring-necked Pheasant - - - - - - - - 1 - 1
Hawaiian Moorhen - - - - - - - 1 2 3
Hawaiian Coot - 5 - - = & - - 1 4 10
Pacific Golden-Plover 5 99 73 79 38 199 - 105 537 64 1199
Hawaiian Stilt - - - B - - - 1 76 E 77
Wandering Tattler - - - - - 2 - 3 11 - 16
Ruddy Turnstone - - - - - 3 - - 242 E 245
Sanderling - - - - - 16 - - 10 = 26
White Tern - 4 - [CW]* 1 - - - - - 5
Rock Dove - 16 - 38 - 44 - 190 11 - 299
Spotted Dove 32 183 75 171 08 380 - 226 306 42 1513
Zebra Dove 3 441 175 487 798 1513 - 448 206 41 4112
Rose-ringed Parakeet - - 1 - - = - - - - 1
Barn Owl - - [CW]* - - - - - - - -
Gray Swiftlet 8 - - - - = - - - - 8
Red-vented Bulbul 98 225 129 63 118 316 - 132 156 72 1309
Red-whiskered Bulbul 26 4] 3 12 1 3 - - - 11 131
Japanese Bush-Warbler 21 7 7 - - 1 - 2 2 2 42
{O*ahu) ‘Elepaio 6 - - - - - - - - - 6
White-rumped Shama 42 3 11 1 3 6 - 4 1 20 91
Hwamei - 2 - 4 = - - . - - 2
Red-billed Leiothrix 10 8 - = - - - - - - 18
Northern Mockingbird - - 2 - 2 - - - - E 4
Common Myna 1 75 212 223 324 774 - 540 502 47 2698
Japanese White-eye 206 104 96 13 39 125 - 15 =¥ 42 697
Northern Cardinal 30 14 22 - 9 37 - 14 20 8 154
Red-crested Cardinal 8 19 15 49 31 174 - I8 65 20 456
Saffron Finch - 1 - - - . - - - 1
House Finch 10 36 5 41 81 208 - 4 18 - 403
Yellow-fronted Canary 5 - - - 30 29 - - - - 64
O'ahu ‘Amakihi 54 14 11 - - - . - - - 79
*Apapane 49 8 - - - - - - - - 57
House Sparrow - 81 18 39 182 281 . 60 109 6 776
Lavender Waxbill - - - - - 4 - - - - 4
Orange-cheeked Waxbill - - - - - - - - 11 6 17
Common Waxbill 24 - - = 17 24 - 98 146 14 323
Nutmeg Mannikin 5 12 - 2 33 33 - 80 239 30 454
Chestnut Mannikin - = - = - 8 - - 12 7 SIrd
Java Sparrow 2 315 87 116 286 1130 - 383 351 32 2702

Species 21 23 17 15 20 25 - 24 33 22 48

Total Individuals 645 1713 976 1341 2094 5350 - 2546 3602 512 18779

Party Hours 13 13 10 5 8 19 - 9 11 3 91

[CW]*=Species seen in count circle during count week, but not seen day of count

e e e e = e e S e — =
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Oil Spill Mars Hawaiian National Wildlife Refuge

Someone forgot to think, and now portions of
Laysan Island—part of the Hawaiian Islands
National Wildlife Refuge—are marred by tar
balls and clumps of oil. Worse, 15 endan-
gered Hawaiian monk seals are matted with
oil, five of them heavily.

“This shouldn’t have happened.” said
Ken McDermond. Refuge Manager for the
Pacific Remote Islands Refuges. “Oil spills
like this one can be prevented if people will
only stop to think about the consequences of
their actions. In addition to the impacts on the
wildlife and the natural environment, oil spills
can significantly impact a company’s or
individual’s pocketbook, if we can track down
the perpetrator,” he added. A Coast Guard
aircraft flew over the area but did not locate a
possible source of the oil. The Coast Guard
can impose civil fines of up to $25,000.

The oil first began washing up on the
shores of Laysan Island on Friday, 26 March.
Two U.S. Fishand Wildlife Service (USFWS)
biologists stationed on the remote island at a
primitive field camp reported the spill by
radio the next day. About five miles of the
seven-mile coastline were affected by tar
balls and odd-sized clumps of oil. Heavy surf
over the weekend concentrated the oil along
the 350 feet of the southeastern shoreline. The
USFWS initiated cleanup of the heavily oiled
shoreline. Tar balls were manually raked and
gathered into sand-lined pits, for future burn-
ing. The cleanup effort, which was completed
in early April. eliminated the most significant
hazards to the island’s wildlife.

“We're very fortunate only 15 monk
seals have been affected,” McDermond said.
“Usually, the oil heavily impacts the birds,
but we haven’t found any oiled birds to date.”
Laysan Island is home to more than 2 million
breeding seabirds, endangered Laysan Ducks
and Laysan Finches, more than 250 Hawaiian
monk seals, and green sea turtles, athreatened
species.

Because handling monk seals is highly
stressful tothe animals, National Marine Fish-
eries Service experts recommended against
cleaning them, according to McDermond.
Biologists are closely monitoring the animals
and the effects of the oil on them.

Laysan Island is located 850 miles north-
west of Honolulu in the northwestern portion
of the Hawaiian Archipelago. The remote-
ness of the islands makes them particularly
vulnerable to oil spills. “We just happened to
have biologists on Laysan Island who could
immediately respond to the problem,” said
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McDermond. “Otherwise, it may have been
weeks before we even knew an oil spill had
occurred, and several more days before we
could clean it up,” he added. A larger oil spill
could have affected large numbers of migra-
tory birds, critically endangered species, and
important terrestrial and marine habitats.

Sight Record of a
Merlin (Falco
columbarius) on Kaua‘i

by David Stirling'

While on a birding trip to the Hawaiian Is-
lands in March 1993, I visited Kilauea Light-
house several times (the refuge was closed
due to hurricane damage but good viewing
could be had from outside the gate). On one of
my visits, from 4:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. on 4
March, I noticed a brownish bird with pointed
wings dart down the cliff. My first response
was, “another Lesser Golden-Plover.” The
updraft carried the bird up near the lighthouse
and then directly over my head at about 100
feet. It circled low two or three times before
disappearing, wind assisted, in a southerly
direction. It was a small falcon. The under
parts were evenly finely streaked. A faint
facial stripe was seen when the bird peered
down from close overhead. The most notice-
able field mark was the strongly barred tail.
Size seemed to indicate a male, although I did
not get a clear view of the back. General
coloration seemed to indicate that it was an
individual of the columbarius race, not the
Black Merlin of the northwest coast of North
America.

The Merlinis not listed on the field check
card of the Hawaii Audubon Society, 1987.1t
is not mentioned in Pratt D. et al, A Field
Guide to the Birds of Hawaii and the Tropical
Pacific, 1987. Pyle, Robert L. 1992, “Check-
list of the Birds of Hawai®i,” lists the Merlin
in the appendix on the basis of a sighting of
one bird on Midway, 1991.

'330-1870 McKenzie Avenue
Victoria, British Columbia
VBN 4X3

Canada

Manoa Cliffs Trail
Field Trip

Teneagerbirders gathered atthe lower starting
point of the Manoa Cliffs Trail on Round Top
Drive (4000 block) to find the weather sunny
and warm. Light rain of the previous day left
the trail with some muddy areas in low lying
spots, but once out on the “clifffs” it was clear
hiking, even though the summit of the
Ko‘olaus was shrouded in moisture
threatening clouds. It made for beautiful light
shadows playing on the valley walls of Manoa.
As soon as we came out on the “cliffs.” we
spotted a small flock of Red-billed Leiothrix
moving up the trail ahead of us. The two
Mainlanders in the group were enchanted by
the songs and sightings of Shama Thrushes
who were in full song and readily answered
our calls. A White-tailed Tropicbird was
briefly visible floating on the thermals in
Nu‘vanu Valley. Japanese Bush-Warblers
and Northern Cardinals were heard, and
Common ‘Amakihis were seen and heard.
Mejiros, Red-vented and Red-whiskered
Bulbuls were in abundance, and one of the
group sighted a lone Java Sparrow sitting on
the trail.

Rainfall has been under normal this year
to date. Plants along the trail showed some
stress. It is sad to see how much koa has died
due to a disease (?) not yet identified. ‘le‘ie
was aspectacularsight wrapped around *ohi*a-
lehua and koa (a true Hawaiian plantscape).
Other natives sighted were kopiko, ‘ahakea,
‘alahe‘e, hala-pepe, uluhe, pala‘a, lehua-
“ahihi, mamaki, and koki*o-ke ‘oke ‘o to name
a few. We had a fine view of kolea-lau-nui
with full ripe purple fruit attracting birds, in
this case Mejiros feeding.

About half way through our leisurely
walk, we were surprised by two breathless
people who had missed the group at both
meeting spots and dashed up the trail until
they found us. Congratulations to the two
Stephanies—game souls!

We ended the hike by coming out Pu‘u
Ohi‘a Trail and walking down Round Top
Drive to our cars. It was agreed that the day
was fine and the hike gratifying.

Moving?

Please allow four weeks for processing address
changes. Because our records are kept in
order by zip code, we need both old and new
addresses.

‘ELEPAIO » 53:5« MAY 1993



Hawaii Audubon
Society

212 Merchant Street, Suite 320
Honolulu, Hawai‘i 96813
Telephone (808) 528-1432

Fax (808) 522-5569

Board of Directors
President: Reginald David, on Hawai'i,
329-9141 (W), 329-8507 (FAX)

First Vice President: M. Casey Jarman,
949-1943 (H), 956-7489 (W), 956-6402 (FAX)
Second Vice President: Linda Paul,
262-6859 (H)

Treasurer: Lynne Matusow, 531-4260 (H)
Corres. Sec.: Carl Christensen, 239-5136 (H)
Recording Sec.: Betsy H. Gagne, 941-5659 (H)

Directors
Emily Gardner, 734-3921 (H), 254-2866 (W),
254-6409 (FAX)
David Michael Hill, 988-7460 (H),
955-0100 (W)
E.J. “Jay” Lembeck, 261-6657 (H)
Kevin Shaney, 988-5626 (H), 548-4811 (W),
548-6690 (FAX)
Joyce Stanney, 533-0204 (H}, 543-0799 (W),
533-0308 (FAX)
Lance Tanino, 247-5965 (H), 247-7878 (W)
Marjorie Ziegler, 945-7727 (H)

Committees
Conservation: David Michael Hill (as above)
Education: Emily Gardner (as above)
Field Activities: Lance Tanino (as above)
Finance: Lynne Matusow (as above)
Grants & Scholarships: Phil Bruner,
293-3820 (W)
Membership: Robert Pyle, 262-4046 (H)
Programs:
Publications: Reginald David (as above)
Publicity: E. J. “Jay” Lembeck (as above)

Island Representatives
Maui: Renate Gassmann-Duvall,
1-572-1584 (H)

T-shirts for Sale

The Hawaii Audubon Society has a stock of
T-shirts designed to spread the Audubon
message. Notonly are they attractive personal
apparel, but they make excellent presents as
well.

T-shirts bearing the Society’s “Elepaio
logo are available in ash (gray) with a black
design. We also have a few in aqua, navy,
white, and beige. In addition, the “*hot” Kolea
(Pacific Golden Plover) T-shirts are also
available. This T-shirt is white with a three-
color design of the Kolea and native hibiscus.
Proceeds from the Kolea T-shirt go to help
HAS fund research on shorebirds in Hawai'i
and elsewhere in the Pacific region.

T-shirts are $12 each, plus $2.00 per shirt
for postage. They are available in medium,
large, and extra large adult sizes only. When
ordering T-shirts, be sure to list size and first,
second, and third choice of color. To order T-
shirts send your check, payable to the Hawaii
Audubon Society, to  Yvonne Izu, 2069
California Avenue, #20B, Wahiawa, HI
96786. Don’t forget to add $2.00 per shirt for
postage. Insufficient postage will delay your
order until the proper amount is remitted. T-
shirts are not available at the HAS office.

‘ELEPAIO

ISSN 0013-6069
Managing Editor:
Lynne Matusow 531-4260
Scientific Editor:
Fern Duvall 1T
Editorial Assistants:
Donna de Haan, Beth Hyder, Christi Moore,
Robert L. Pyle
Reporters:
Doug Lamerson
Distribution:
George Campbell, 941-1356 (H), Christi Moore,
Robert Pyle, Alan Ziegler

The ‘Elepaio is printed on recycled paper.

HAS Dues for 1993

All amounts are in U.S. dollars.
Includes delivery of ‘Elepaio.

Regular Member

Delivery to U.S. zip code addresses

Via bulk mail $ 10,00
(Not forwardable to new address)

Via first class mail 16.00

(Hawai'i residents: there is no significant time
difference between bulk and first class mail to
addresses within the state of Hawai'i.)

Junior Member (18 and under) 5.00
Contributing Member 30.00
Sustaining Member 100.00
Life Member (one-time payment) 250.00
(three annual payments)  100.00, 100.00, 50.00
Benefactor (one-time payment) 500.00
Patron (one-time payment) 1,000.00
Delivery to non-U.S. addresses:

Mexico (airmail only) 16.00
Canada (airmail only) 17.00
All other countries (surface mail) 18.00
All other countries (airmail) 28.00
Introductory dues for

National and Hawaii Societies: 20.00

{Includes delivery of ‘Elepaio and Audubon
Magazine as bulk or 2nd class mail to ULS. zip codes.
Renewal, $30 annually.)

Research Grants

The Hawaii Audubon Society makes grants
for research in Hawaiian or Pacific natural
history. Awards generally do not exceed
$500 and are oriented toward small-scale
projects within Hawai‘i. Special consider-
ation will be given to those applicants study-
ing the Northwest Hawaiian Islands, dryland
forests, and aeolian systems on Hawai‘i.

The deadlines for receipt of grant appli-
cations are 1 April and 1 October. For an
application form send a self-addressed
stampedenvelope to Grants, Hawaii Audubon
Society, 212 Merchant Street, Suite 320,
Honolulu, HI 96813. For more information,
call Phil Bruner, (808) 293-3820 (W).

Also, the U. 8. Fish and Wildlife Service
is looking for project proposals that could be
financed with $100,000 in Hawai‘i
Biodiversity Joint Venture Initiative funding
for fiscal year 1994. Projects must promote
the conservation of biological diversity in the
Hawaiian Islands.

Priority will be given to projects imple-
menting management or research actions that
contribute to the recovery of multiple endan-
gered, threatened, candidate, or rare species;
projects that benefil rare or unique ecosys-
tems or habitats, and projects that address key
threats to native ecosystems or habitats.

Proposals should be submittted by 13
May to Pacific Islands Land Protection Coor-
dinator, Hawaiian and Pacific Islands Na-
tional Wildlife Refuge Complex, U. S. Fish
and Wildlife Service, P.O. Box 50167, Hono-
lulu, HI 96850. For more information call
Andrew Yuen, (808) 541-1314.

Birding on O‘ahu

A two-page guide listing areas on O‘ahu
where interesting birds may be found and
where access is not a problem is now avail-
able. Written by Peter Donaldson, it offers
important information for birders unfamiliar
with Hawai‘i. The guide is not designed to
give detailed directions or information on
bird identification. For a free copy, send a
self-addressed stamped envelope to O‘ahu
Birding Guide, Hawaii Audubon Society,
212 Merchant Street, Suite 320, Honolulu, HI
96813.
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Calendar of Events

First Monday of Every Month

Monthly meeting of the Conservation Com-
mittee, 6:30 p.m., at the Coffeeline, 1820
University Avenue (in the YWCA). To join
or for more information call David Hill, 988-
7460 (H).

First Wednesday of Every Month

Monthly meeting of the Education Commit-
tee, 7:00 p.m., at the Coffeeline, 1820 Univer-
sity Avenue (in the YWCA). To join or for
more information call Emily Gardner, 734-
3021 (H), 254-2866 (W). The Committee is
actively seeking new members, all welcome.

May 10, Monday

Board meeting, 7:00 p. m., HAS office. Call
Reggie David on Hawai ‘i, 329-9141 (W), for
details.

May 16, Sunday

See seabirds at the Makapu'u Lighthouse.
Meet atthe State Library on Punchbowl Street
at 7:45 a.m. or in the parking area at the side
of the road by the lighthouse at 8:45 a.m.
Bring, water, sunscreen, binoculars, and/or

spotting scopes. For more information call
Lance Tanino, 247-5965 (H). Suggested do-
nation: $2.00.

June 21, Monday

General membership meeting, Paki Confer-
ence Room, Bishop Museum, 7:30 p.m. Bill
Gilmartin of the National Marine Fisheries
Service will discuss population monitoring
and protection of the Hawaiian Monk Seal
throughout the island chain. Refreshments
will be served.

Publications Available

The Hawaii Audubon Society publishes
books, checklists, and field cards relating to
birds of Hawai‘i and the Pacific. For a com-
plete price list send a self-addressed stamped
envelope to Publications List, Hawaii
Audubon Society, 212 Merchant Street, Suite
320, Honolulu, HI 96813.
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