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VA GLIMPSE OF MOKU MANU FROM THE MAINLAND OF OAHU
By Robert J. Watson, Lieut, USNR

For any bird lover, the tiny Hawallan isles of Moku Manu, with
their fascinating abundance of sea~bird 1ife, are sure to rank among
the major attractions of Ozhu, Having been thwarted in attempts to
make a visit to Moku Manu, and not wishing to leave the lslands with-
out at least a glimpse of this fascinating spot, I resolved upon the
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noext best thing - to visit Moku Manu by field glass, as it were, from
the Oshu mainland.

With this purpese in mind, I mede my way on the affternoon of Feb-
ruary 9, 1946, to Mokapu Point, the northesstern tilp of thec Mokapu
peninsula, where the sloping, grassy hillsides drop off abruptly on
the scaward side in a line of towering cliffs, facing Moku Manu some
threoe-fourths of a mile away. From this vantage point one cnjoys an
excelleont opportunity of gazing down upon thce westornmost isle of Moku
Menun, Armod With a2 pailpr of slx-powor flold glagecg;, I ghont the siter-
noon surveylng the scone. The rosults wero unspoctacular, but on the
whole cuito well worth while ~ eertalnly far betfcr then leaving Cahu
without even a glimpso of ifas offshorc sas blrde. I gshould heaptily
recommend such a trip to anyone wanting a glimpsc of Moku Manu but
Uneble o viglt bBhe 18 le in porson,

As I had expected, the i1slet was teceming with birds. Falntly,
across three-guarters of a mile of open water, the clamor of their
voices could be heard, audible above the swishing roar of wind and
gea. Most consplceuous werc the rod-legged boobies, their whito bodies
showlng up cloarly sceinst the darker backpround, Dlack primaries con-
trasting with snowy plumage when, evor restless, they rose on the wing
to eircle above the ilsgland, or fleated on motionleces piniong down the
slopecs to seek a new perch. The largest congregatlion of thege blrdas
were clustered mlong the sloping hillsidos on the right-hand side of
the island, where the land slopes at about a thirty degree angle,
Mingling with the boobles were some smaller white birds, doubtless
tropic blrde, thobgh teoo small For pesitive ldentification av this
distance. Also unidentifable werec the countleéss hordes of smaller
brown birds, with lighter underparts, swarming together on the flat
top of the island and soaring above it in considerablc numbers; these
I took to be shearwaters, but could not be sure. Frigate birds were,
of course, readily distinguishable by thelr large sire, dark eolor,
and characteristic shape as they drifted above the lsland. A number
of sooty tern commuted back and forth between Moku Manu and the main-
land, often dipping convrcnicently low soa s to afford -an excellent
opportunibty to study them nt falrly close penges A palr ol noddies
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ranged out from the ¢liffs on the mainland, below and to the right of
my observation point, c¢rulsing ln every few minutes to perch in the
crevices of the rock. I looked for brown boobies ameng the crowd,

but could not dlatingulsh any; at such =z distance; however, they could
have been overlooked.

The above observations are, of course, much too sketchy te be of
any value. I belleve, however, that with glasses of higher magnifica-
tion - at least eight -, perhaps ten - or twelve-power - 1t might be
possible to make some worthwhile observations on the birds of lloku
Manu from this part of the Oshu mainland., Admittedly, such observa-
tions would be much less satisfactory than data obtained "on the spot"
by visits to the islands. 1In view, however, of the great difficulty
of landing on Moku Manu thruout much of the year, and the consequent
inability to make local observations, might not observations made
from the nearby mainland provide much useful information? Could not
data be obtalncd on fluctuations in the population of the blrds on
Moku Manu, on their daily and seasonal movements, on nesting periods,
and such subjects? The suggestion may perhaps be impractical, bdbut is
offered for whatever it may be worth,

00o

Lieut., Watson and Sgt. Peterson have both been recently dlscharg-
ed from the service, and are now settling down to birding in mainland
areas. We regret the loss of their enthusilastic help to our society.
It is to be hoped that Lieut. Watson's suggestion may be acted upon,
and the observations reported for THE ELEPAIO.

00o

LAYSAN ISLAND IN 1861
by George C. Munro
continued from last lssue

The birds had no fear of man and even the bluebottle flles allow-
ed themselves to be crushed without trying to escape. The small birds--
a flightless rail, a finch-like Drepanid and a flycatcher called by
the residents "miller bird"-- wore numerous and not difficult to catch
with a handnet. The rall was so inquisitive that when the net was
held edgewise on the ground it would approach to examine it closely,
to find itself imprisoned when the net was turned quickly over it.

The finch would sing while held in the hand and take food offered by
the person holding it. The red honeyeater and Laysan duck or teal
were not so common and we had to shoot the tecal to get specimens. All
of these five birds were found only on Laysan Island and most of them
were new to scicnce at that time. The honeyeater was named Himatione
freethili in honor of Captain Frecth. It was a modified form of the
Tawaiian Apapanc (Himatione sanguinae). The so-called finch (Tele-
spiza cantans) closcly allicd to thc Hawaiian Ou (Psittacirostra
psittacea) was taken in numbers to Honolulu as a cage bird, but though
a sweet singer and perfectly at home anywhere if given plenty to eat,
they did not survive long and it was really a waste. The raill was
also carried away as a curlosity.  The officers of our boat released
some of both-species on Eastern Island of Midway and later importations
were made so that in 1929 they swarmed there as they formerly did on
Laysan.
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The eggs of the sea birds were largely used as food by the guano
workers and those of some species were very palatable, without fishy
flavor. Many birds, principally Laysan albatross, were killed in
gtriking the buildings and flagpole, The birds were not accustomed to
obstructions when landing on the island and we often had to dodge out
of the way of an alighting albatross. Many young of this species were
killed on the carline for although Captain Freeth sent a man along
each side of the line in Tront of ihie caprs te throw ofL the blirds,
some would resent this attention and rush back snapping their bills in
deflance and be crushed by the Wwheels., Whenever anyone passed through
the colonies of laying or sitting birds and disturbed them from their
nests, many eggs were destroyed by otherbirds, This was very notice-
able when coming back through the socoty tern rockeries where numbers
of eggs were to be seen freshly broken. It did not seem possible that
the ralil with its slender bill could break the shells but we saw one
in the act, 1t leaned well back and brought the end of its bill down
on the top of an egg with all the force 1t could muster, and flapping
its wings and jumping off the ground, it eventually broke through, It
then cleared a channel across the top of the egg and was about to en-
joy its hard-earned meal when the tern returned and drcve it off, The
bill of the finch is heavy and streng which enabled it to break into
the eggs easily when the parent birds were absent, They soon learned
to follow an intruder through the rookeries to attack the unprotected
eggs., The teal was also killed for food, A photograph of dead game
of the island taken before we were there shows a numberof teal in the
lot, This was soon stopped. Collectors like ourselves took a number
oI every species and some of thelr esgs. It will be smeen by this that
reduction of the birds had already commenced, although it seem in-
credible that any difference would be made in such hordes, and likely
not much difference was made during the guano operations which came to
an end about 1906, Early in 1909, the island with most of the others
of the chain was by executive order of President Roosevelt set apart
as a bird senctuary. Then for fourteen years tragedy stalked the is-
land. In 1909 Japanese plume hunters settled there and killed off the
birds by the acre, it might be said, clearing off several hundred acres
Fortunately the depredators were stopned before they had destroyed all
of the albatrcsses, Estimates differ as to the numberkilled and that
of other birds taken can ncot even be guessed at., Probably not less
than one million birds altogether were destroyed. Strange fto say, two
years later the remaining birds still remained crowded on the old nest
sites, leaving the raided areas bare.

By 1901 when the island was visited by Professors Homer R, Dill
and William Alanson Bryan, rabbits released about 1903 had increased
enormously. ©Some species of plants had been destroyed by them and
these scientists drew attention to the danger of eventual extermination
of the plant life and consequently of the insects and land birds. The
miller bird was already much reduced as also was the teal., Both were
in the habit of coming around the buildings hunting moths, the teal in
the twilight and the miller bird extending its search inside the houses
even by lamplight, breaking test tubes in the laboratory by trying to
perch on the edges and toppling them over. The miller birds, even
the nestlings, swallowed the large mocths whole, wings and all, but the
honeyeater carefully picked the body to pieces holding the insect in
one claw--Cartdiin Freeth said, always the left claw,
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0f the wonderful sizhts to be seen on Laysan in its original
condition there were three which must have stood out consplcuouoly
the island when the Laysan albatross was nesting; the young birds
fully fledzed and exercising thelr wings: and a flight of frigate
birds disturbed from their nests. Though less than half the size of
the wandering albatross (Diomedia exulans) The Laysan species is a
larze bird w1th a six foot spread of wing, body white, and of zrace-
ful appearance~-distributed over the whole island and massed on large
areas, the sizht must have been a wonderful one. We did not see th;s
s the birds come ashore in November and the old birds had left be-
fore our arrival, at least there were comparatively few to be seen
and we hurried to secure the specimens we needed. The wing exercilse
of full-fledzed young we saw on Lisiansky Island in July. They pre-
ferred a atiff breeze for this and on whatever part of the island the
wind blew stronzly there was a mass of waving wings. What must the
sight have been on Laysan where the birds were no “much thicker! They
would Jump up off their feet and float a short distance with the wind,
then after alizhting, turned and walked sedately back to the starting
point presumably to avoid crowding on one side of the island.: A flock
of several hundred black frigate birds with a seven foot spread of
winz, heads to the wind, sailing back and forth, passing and repassing
one another with scarceiy any movement of wing, long forked tails al=-
ternately opening and closing and heads moving guickly from side to
gide, is One of the most beautiful bird SLQ“tS I have sgen. The frig-
ate bird, %o avoid zetting wet in the heavy showers that at times
passed over the island, soared in large nunbers up arocund the edge of
the cloud %o the upper air. When the shower was over they came dcwn
by stralght drops for short distances at a2 time,

Compare our arrlval on this wonderful island with that of Dr.
Alexander Wetmore in 1923. To quote from his article in the National
Geographic Mazazine: "On every hand extended a barren waste of sand.
Two coconut palmm, a stunted hau tree and an ironwood or two-~-were the
only bits of green that zreeted the eye. Other vegetation had vanish-
gd, The des ‘olateness of the scene was SO depr8351n" that unconsdously
we talked in undertones." The miller bird was cextinct, only three
red birds were to be scen, two rails and a few dozen fincheo. The
red birds disappeared in & storm during their stay, when also a number
of seabirds were buried alive in thelr burrows, the protecting srasses
havinz been killed out by the rabbits, leaving nothing to stay the
drifting sand,

Dr. Wetmore’s party exterminated the remaining rabblts. By de-
stroying the vegetation they had starved themselves down to a few
hundred. Possibly the plant life will to some extent recover and the
island be in the future a gzood home for the inquisitive rail and im-
pudent finch and a secure nesting place for the burrowing petrel and
shearwater as well as the surface nesting birds which are not much
affected by the chanzed conditions., Dr. Wetmore saw twenty ducks,

a surprising recovery. Sad to say the cheery little flycatcher or
miller bird and the interesting red honcysater are zone for good.

In itg orizinal condition Laysan was 1deal as a bird sanctuary
of its kind. The five endemic specices of land birds made 1t unique
for a sand island. There was vegetation to hold the sand and harbor
the insects to f‘eod the land birds, no obstacles for the heavy sea-
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birds to collide with when landing, no wells or pits to trap them and
no tralling vines luxuriant enough to trip them up when taking a run
off to get into the air as Dr. Wetmore found on Ocean Island.

In 1924 a Bishop Museum expedition vislted Baker and Howland Is-
lands lying near the equator. On Baker Island there were several
brick tanks left by former guano workers. In the bottoms of these
tanks there were numbers of live gannet in every stage of starvation,
trampling over the bodies of former victims, On Howland Island there
was a well dug in the coral with a thick layer of skeletons of the
same species on the dry floor. The birds blunder into these traps and
can not rise out of them. Even a plover was a prisoner in one. There
iz a cistern on Laysan that undoubtedly traps the albatross in the
same way and 1t should be filled up.1 The bulldings and coconut trees
should also be removed and the 1sland restored as much as possible to
. s e < 1

Laysan is easy of access in the summer when most of the seagblrds
are ashore and there seems to be no reason why it could not be made
available under careful supervision for visits by students or even
tourists. With proper care taken the birds would not be injured and
the wonderful sights would be enjoyed.

We saw only two specles along the chain that are not inciuded in
the Laysan list of birds. One of these was the Hawallan stormy petrel,
easily recognized by its white upper tail coverts showing a white
patch at the top of the tall and the other a llttle gray tern which
approaches in beauty the small white tern or love bird.

Landing on Sand Island of the Midway reef we found experiences
reversed. This island had been almost denuded of birds by shipwrecked
crews and thelr discordant cries were missed. Quoting from my jour=-
nal: "It is a desolate island, the most forbldding and weird that we
have visited--where Captain Walker, his wife and three sons spent
fourteen weary months------ ot

"But thet ls snother story.'

% Information has since been received that the clstern has filled
in with windblown sand.

In 1943 both the rall and Telespiza dlsappecared from Midway
gupposedly ki1lled out by rats.: It 18 feared thet the rall 18 now ex-
tinct. Telespiza, according to evidence byCoultas and Dr. Gerritt
P, Wilder then Custodlan for the Reservatlion, made a good recovery on
Laysan, but nelther ssw sny evidence of the rail there.

PSS v v

FIELD NOTE: A Hawallan owl was noted flying in full daylight at
Kaelepulu pond, on January 19th of this year, by Rus Petersopn.

We should be glad to receive more field notes from our members,
A compilation should be interesting, and would record valuable infor-
mation.
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FEBRUARY BIRD WALK:

Sunday morning, February 10th, found eight anxious hikers at the
public library, hoping for a day wlth the mountain birds of Poamoho.
Widespread storms the preceding week and rain falling in the mountains
as they watched, however, forced the decision to postpone the Poamoho
trip till a better day. Instead, the Audubonites (everywhere an
adantable breed) promptly decided on a half day's search for the birds
of nearby coastal Oahu.

Pirst stop was Moanalua. DPresently six Coots were recognized by
characteristic "pumping" motion in swimming, perhaps 300 yards across
the pond. A peculiar barking announced two Black-crowned Night Herons
flying from an adjacent tree. Meanwhile, dove specles were noted:
many friendly little Barred Doves flew or walked nearby and several
large attractive Chinese Doves obligingly perched, then swooped low
overhead. he skeptics were convinced that the distant "post" was
another Night Heron only when it cautiously ventured to move around.
Ubiquitous, flashy Mynahs and quarrelsome English Sparrows were custo-
dians of the area as the party left.

Next followed a tedious search along back roads bordering sugar
fields, taro patches and muck flats. Few shore birds were seen, and
at too great a distance for satisfaction. However, three chittering
companies of tiny brown and chestnut Rice birds enlivened the road-
side ditches and the group was pleased to note a Water Buffalo placld-
Iy reating under 4 trees. Finally, near Waipahv, birds were spotted
wading in a small stream. Perfect views immediately followed or: . &
half-dozen Ruddy Turnstones, three glistening white Sanderlings and
several spotted Golden Plovers. This asscmblage of winter visitants
to Hawaii was scarecely 20 yards away and bunched together in bright
sunlight., A few minutes later three large, dark-slaty Wandering
Tattlers joined the flock, uttering an occasional loud and melodious
whistle. A1l this time two brilliant Kentucky Cardinals watched the
party, one pouring forth music loud and long from the top of 8 tele~
phone pole. Finally, a trim scarlet, gray and white Brazilian Cardin-
2l perched briefly in a bush top.

A guick visit at noon to Kalihi flats to find the Hawalian Etllt
was unsuccessful, but many Night Herons, Plovers and Turnstones were
seen. After a return to beautiful Moanglua Gardens to enjoy the col-
lections of orchids, pansies and other flowers, the group split forces,
some returning at once to home or barracks. The others consumed
lunches afield as a longoose went slinking through the tall grass to
end the trip. A hasty accounting showed 14 bird species for the day.

~ John S. Webb
00o

To many of us, the monthly fileld trip is one of the high lichts
of the month, and one we would like all our members and friends to
enjoy with us. Our mileage is usually small; the trip seldom skrenu-
ous, and you can be assured of pleasant company of all ages, for we
consider it one of our strong noints that we are fortunate enough to
count among our regulars several of school age as well as those of
more mature years. It is indeed a day of peace which ooes far toward
strengthening us for the more troublous ones of our everyday lite,
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CATALOGUE OF THE BIRDS IN THE BRITISH MUSEUM. 27 vols. Lond. 1874.

The University of Hawaiil Library has recently acquired this im-
portant scientific work. Attached to the title page of the first vol-
ume 1s the following account from a contemporary newspaper:

"A wonderful plece of scientific work has just been accomplished
in the completion of the final volume of the British Museum Catalogue
of Birds. This undertaking, the most important of its kind ever at~
tempted, was commenced a quarter of a century ago. The catalogue is
a complete list of every bird known at the time of publication. It
contains an account of eleven thousand six hundred snd fourteen spe-
cies, divided into two thousand two hundred and fifty five genera and
one hundred and twenty-four families. The number of specimens re -
ferred to in the work does not fall far short of four hundred thousand,
about three hundred and fifty thousand of which are to be found in the
cabinets of the Museum. The catalogue, illustrated by innumerable
woodcuts, consists altogether of twenty-seven bulky volumes, and would
have astonished beyond words those early ornithologiests, Aristotle
and Pliny, whose meagre lists deal with not much more than one hundred
and seventy sorts. Modern research, stimulated by the perpetual in-
terest which the winged and feathered world Inspires in man, have

rought the slender lists of antiquity up to the prodigious number
mentioned; and until Central Africa, Tibet, and the Antarctic reglons
have been explored, with certain portions of South America, it cannot
be safecly asserted that we know all the birds of the Earth. In scilen-
tific 1eality, birds are nothing more or less than developed reptlles.
Onc of the greatest of naturalists, rising from his Inspection of the
fossll archaeopteryx, Jjustly exclaimed: 'Birds are only glorified
reptiles.! They have been even included with lizards and their like
under’ the name of sauropsids, but none can tell, even with the aid of
the fossil slabs, by what magic of Nature the feathers came upon skin
and scale, and the lacertain fore-arm evolved into the beautiful
soaring wing."

"Were there, perhaps, once veritable dragons, plumed and pinioned
gigantlic creatures of the air and water, which darkened the sky with
their hideous and colossal wings, and are at the bottom of all the
0ld stories about rocs and flying monsters? Could the pterodactyl
actually taeke to the alr? Strange it is to refleet how, 1f Nature
had put a hand upon the wing end of birds, as she has almost done in
the case of one or two species, and of the flying-fox, the lordship
of the earth might have been obtained by this branch of the vertebra-
tes. Birds already are superior to all men and beasts by their su-
preme command of the regions of the atmosphere. Speech they might
evidently have acqulred, as is sufficlently proved by the example of
the parrot, starling and jackdaw. What was there, then to prevent
the gradual realization of that fancy of Aristophanes - a 'Cloud-
cuckoo~-town', everywhere, with learned, wise and powerful birds direc-
ting terrestrigl affairs, and slowly establishing ornithological laws,
literatures, and institutions? The egg-problems presented, no doubt,
& difficulty, for it would be awkward to have dominating familles
brought up on that principle, which is, of course, lower thah the
mammalian method and inferior to it in vital degree, Yet the dinornis,
the moa, and even the ostrich, cassowary, emu and condor, show plainly
enough what might have been made of the bird world if Nature had
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worked upon that line in the days before the ape ascended into the
agnostic. It is a curious tribute from man to birds, that being as

a class so beautiful, brilliant in colour, and largely melodious, we
do not like to think of them as modified reptiles. What can there

be in common, the poet asks, between the toad under a stone and the
skylark 'hanging in heaven'? Nevertheless, they are structurally
almost similar, in teeth, bones and general build. As birds evolved
they got, indecd, a 'keeled sternum' which no reptile possessed,
cxcept the pterodactyl, but the learned believe thls might have come
by the constant exercise of wings. Then therc is to be considered,
no doubt, the great qucstion of 'bilconcave vertebrae', but the fossil
ichthyornis has, strange to say, one vertcbra which 1s both concave
and convex. Once well established, however, the birds appear to have
gstuck tichtly to their type. The geese painted on the old fresco at
Mayelum, 3000 B.C. so precliscly resemble those of today that Egyp-
tologists can declare thoir spccicos with ccrtainty. Altogether, there
is plenty of matter for thousght in the catalogue of the birds just
finishcd by the British KMuscum."
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The Soclcty has recently received a file of THE AUDUBON WARBLER,
organ of the Oregon Audubon Socicety, of Portland, Oregon. These,
with the WESTERN TANAGER, published by the Los Angceles Audubon
Soclety, arc avaeilable for thc usc of our members.
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The January-Fcbruary issuc of the CONDOR carrics an article by
Dr. Harvey I. Fisher and Paul Bsldwin, cntitlcd "War and the Blrds
of the Midway Atoll" which gives 1n detall the findings of theilr
survey on thet island, Our mcmbers, whe will rccall thelil bricfer
article publishcd in the ELEPAIO, August 1945, will be interecsted in
vrosding the complcte aecounts
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Miss Janet Bell, of the University of Hawaii library, has
prepared an index for the first five volumes of the ELEPAIO. Anyone
who has not reeceived this, but who would like a copy, please send
g reguest to Mres-Pedlieyy

APRIL BIRD WALK: To Pa Lehua, April 14th. MNect at the Library ol
Hawail at 8:30; or at the Alea Post office at 9:00. This used to be
one of our favorite welks before the war, and the trail has but
recently been re-gpeotied.

q"'ao p- M

APRIL MELTING: At the Library of Hawali, Monday evening, April
Lol r. Harold Palmer of the University of Hawaii, will talk on
the geology of the island, illustrating his leeture with slides,
Come and bring your friends.
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fvene, 1%2 A. Beyal CTlvele; Bue~Troms., Mrs, Bluncnc Anderson Pedley,
3770 Siecrra Drive, Honolulu 17; Advisors, Mr., George C. Munro, Lt.
Col. E. H, Bryan Jr.; BEditor, THE ELEP.IO, Mise Charlotta loskins,
3212 Loulu St., Honolulu B4, Hawnll.
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