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LAYSAN ISLAND IN 1891,
by George C. Munro

In June of 1891 I spent ten days on the Island of Laysan, five
days of July on Lisiansky and six on the two islands of the Midway
atoll, The expedition passed close to Nihoa, Necker and Gardner
Islands without landing and spent a couple of days among the islets
of the French Frigate Shoals, This chain of islands runs northwest
from Honolulu to Ocean or Kure Island, a distance of approximately
1400 nautical miles, and was visited by an expedition from the
Bisheop Museum in 1923. An interesting article describing the trip
written by Dr. Alezander Wetmore and illustrated by beautiful
photographs of the birds by Mr. Donald R, Dickey appeared in the
National Geographic Magazine. My remarks apply to a period thirty-
two years before his visit.

T was connected with an expedition, headed by Mr. H., C, Palmer,
.collecting bird specimens for_ the Honorable Walter Rothschild whose
collections at Tring, England™ are world famous. We were passengers
on the forty ton schooner "Kaalokail" (Captain ¥, D. Walker) which
was on a shark fishing expedition along the leeward island as far
as Midways The purpose was to collect on every island of the chain
but the rocky islets mentioned had a forbidding appearance with
precipitous shores and high surf running and the Captain refused to
make any attempt to land. We had to be satisfied with a look at the
islands, with their swarms of circling seabirds, from a distance of
several miles. We missed the two new land birds of Nihoa found by

he Bishop Museum expedltion in 1923 and the interesting archeolo-
gical finds on Nihoa and Necker Islands, It was known to a few

that an undescribed bird existed on Nihoa but no opportunity offered
to collect specimens of 4t in The intervening thirty-two years,

Herr wvon Kittlitz wrote of Laysan Island ninety-flve
g0, mentioning 1td laree colonies of birds breeding and paired in
tile month of March when he visifted the lsland, The little white
tern (Love Bird), least common of the seabird inhabitants, carried
his name, Gygils alba kittlitzi, since changed to Gygis alba roths-
childi

st

Fourteen days after leaving Honolulu we landed at Laysan and
spent a wonderful evening with Captain Freeth, manager of the guano
works then in operation on the island, He told us of the arrival
of the Laysan albatross (Diomedia immutablis) at nesting time when
*he dsland surface was white with these beautiful birds. He told
ug of their amusing dance, of the large number of young killed in
suorms (largely adding to the rich guano depogits) and of their
Liabit of leaving their young when full grown to live on their own
fat and exercise their wings until sufficiently reduced in condition

L The Rothschild bird collection has since become the property
of the American Museum of Natural History. »
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and hardened to take to the open sea. He described the predatory
habits of the frigate birds, such as robbing other birds of their
catch and picking

up any unprotected chicks on the sand without alight-
ing, and last season's birds raiding the nests of their own kind and
carrying off the young when the old birds were disturbed by anyone
walking through the rookery. He told how the curlew and finch sucked
the albatross eggs and every bird had to stay by its egg or young, male
ale in turn, to protect the chieck until well grown. Muech other
information he gave us and we found him an accurate observer. He told
us many a good yarn in the evenings following and Captain Walker has
related some of these in "The Crulse of the Kaalokail" a readable pam-
phiet written by him describing the voyage. After the weary time in
the cramped and uncomfortable guarters of the schooner, the frecdom of
Laysan with the hospitality and humor of Captain Froecth was much
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Written, December, 1929. To be continued.
Bewvised, October, 1945 ,

Pilrest printed In Aslas Magazlne.
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BACK TO SCHOOL
by J. dtArcy Northwood

Any bird student In America has heard of Dr. Arthur A. Allen, Pro-
fessor of Ornithology at Cornell University, and has probably rcad his
"Book of Bird Life" and cnjoyed his articles and pleturces in the Nat-
lonal Geographlc WMagazine., When the decision was made to go back to
school after thirbly years absence it was his influcnce as much as any-
thing else that prompted the cholece of Cornell University, at Ithaca
18 ceprrel Jew Yobit Slate,

Rogistration day was an ordesl. It took place in Barton Hall, =
Imge drill hell of 1p acres, Even that was not blz enoush for the
erowd, many of whom hed to stand in line outside in the wind and rain
for over an hour before oven pobttling under shelber, Then 1t wae ano-
ther hour beforec we reasched a group of girls who rapidly tore our bun-
ches of tickets to ploces and psssed us into the hall, There we wan-
dered about among a maze of tablcs, trylng to find somo friendly sign,.
At last I saw ZOOLOGY and was stocred to Kr. Allen., Heo gave me tho
soundest advlce about courscs and I was soon signed up for two of his,
Advanced Ornithology and Wildlife Conservation; two in Zoology, Natural
History of Voertcbrates and Mammalogy; and two given by Dr. E, Laurence
Palmer, Professor of Rural Education, Nature Literaturc and the Nature
Movement; as well as a seminar in ornithology.

Nothing has plcased me morc at Cornell than to find that great im-
portance is attachod to field trips and surecly no university is better
situated for them. Cornell has many handsome buildings, situated high
on a dlvide botween two streams, which run in deep wooded gorgos of
agtonishing boauty. These and the surrounding country howe boen caro-
fully preserved 1n & naturel eondlbtion and offer outdoor laboratories
of the greostest velue.

In my mind, ornithology was assoclatod with mcasuring tarsil and
counting primarics. Those are important bubt do not attract me so much
as the study and appreciation of the living bird. On the first after=
noon a small group of us went trc Stewart Park st the south end of
Cayuga Lake, where there is a sanctusry dedicated to Louis Agassiz
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Fuertes. Thers dozens of mallards were gathered, expectant of a hand-
out. They were beautiful in their fresh plumage and we noted ohk
Varigtlions in thoir markings. Further out in the lake was a flock of
scaup, with a gol 1tﬁrv redhead tagging along. 1In the guist water of

the basin were more 71dﬁd and a few black ducks up-ending in the
shallow water, Sulo b nada geese were pla hing about and rolling

guer onto thelpy besks, ‘ﬂtna11y enjoying that cold water., A few imma-
ture coots were paddling along the edge of the reeds, we were disappoint
od in not seeing & flock of th” Sl Whjs*]inﬁ swans which had been Seen
carlier in the day. Walking through some hem Dy, allen pointed out
some old nests and showed us how they could b- identitied, even though
at a glanco they were similar, Thus the goldfinch's nest is felted,
wider than it 1s high and contains thistledown., The vyellow warbler's

2

18 also foitud but is higher then 1t is wide and hes no thistledown.

A. H, Wright, Professor of Zoology, who gives the course in
u] Hlstfy of Vertebrates, took us out wn Cascadilla Glen, a
wooded gorge bounding tfv campus. There we found several

1
I & 'f uqlum(ndmrs under Lu~~ and stoncs and were glven & breczy
diSCOhFSQ on thoir structurc and hablts, with remarks on conscrvation,
gcolopgy and ovon politlies thrown in,

Mammalogy 1s given by Dr. Hamilton, Associate Professor of Zool-
Le took us out to a meedow ten minutcs walk away and wo wore cach
ton traps, the ordinery spring mousectraps. Thuuu Wwere gelt and in
minutes sneps were heard as the traps were gprung.  Field mice and
SWE were @anﬁht and the class gatherced around and listened to a talk
on their life history. This year is known as a_mousc oo, whe e e
alg have rcached a peak of astonishing abundance. In those yaars the
number of micc may be as high as 25,000 to an acre or more than one
: ws, That was easy to beli@vo

mousc to every two square fect of meade y
when one saw the notwork of tunnels under the grege and 1t meons a log

of gress caten by the mice znd lost to the farmer,

A

Nature Litorature and The Nesturce Movement would not scom to Boie n
much opportunity for fiecld work, beyond exploring llibrary shelves, but
Dr. Pelmcr took us on & walk through the woods and 7iclds at Ringwood,
1 have gone on a good many nature walks and sven led = fow mysell but
nevor. have I been with a leader who hed such interestlang and varied

36 of all branches of natural history. Onlycne Thing ‘wasg lock-
that cold November afternoon, there were no birds. Oneco We
ght we heard kinglets and we listened in silcnce forp confirmation,
but heard no more, Ih@n 8 glorious baying came from the sky. Looking
up threugh the branches we saw the thin wavering line of the goese fly-

e RSO

000
Mr. Northwood's article will be welcomed by his manv friends who
have been asking for news of his present OtLv1tjos. OQur aloha and
best wishes for the year to continue in oUCh ihtereating fashionl

000
BIRD STUDY ABOARD A TRANSPORT TO THE WESTERN PACIFIC
by Howard L. Cogswell.
Continued from the J“nu“ry issgue

M&V l,— 10 toe lnberpetlienal dnbe 1ine b 159 2ot 4. g
‘ng to my "Golden Dragon” certificate) st about dusk. Ccnuoquvnt1> no
nbservations were made on May 2, an exccedingly short day

Wedge-tailed Shearwater, One at 0G00, one o 0720, Th




b~ Estimated 500 miles at dawn to 300 miles at dusk, ENE of
Ar“1q7l Islands.
ater (8, ?). One &L 1748, the only bird geen all day with
observation.

= Near Fikal an | ate By o
in early afternoon; steady aft
arwater or large Storm-petrel {(sp

¢

noon; 5
¢ I fiz seen, 8ll sfter 1715
gli gark In Jolov- the size of a Wedge-tailed Shearwater,

Booby. Twenty-four, all after 1600, The flrat
sed of L0 DiYCes medly diving 1nto a BWirling sehool o h
Frigate-bird hovered ovpvh<”r and twice chased a hooby 2

tance, I could not determine whether the booby gave up any
of 1ts catch. All homeward bound boobles geen in late P.M. were ! .
headed northward, thus indicating that their breeding colony was north
of our course.
f'rigate-bird. One with boobles at 18615 as described ahove.
uootVQQ) Tern. Three -- also with the booblcs --too far to
identify VXACtl;“Eﬂt wore brown above and white below (possibly Brown-
wingod Terns).
1ite(?) Tern. One glimpsed briefly as it disappcared beyond

Ney S To near Bikinl, Marshalls Group, in P ¥ U

y i o] el
land, howcver, and I judge the ship's coursc mainly from clapsed tin
ag E’Jld the bind lita,

lo=bird (sp%7) One st & distance == CUlG.

™ f?;mor potrel. (8p.?) Two or more scon boward dusk; all
oncs on May 4.

May 6.~ Nearing Bniwetok at dewn. At anchor within the atoll a

i 2lha ) -- One Iaothe abel 1

Shearwateor or Pctrel (sp.?) -- Scveral) Scen over opon ocean out-
White torn (Cygl: ) + gide

= Out of Eniwetok st 1500« Ezst, then, south and west of

Whi tern. bDoven counteds One was attempting to alisht on the
branches of the serapgly trocs ol 8 small ddlet, the othors were seon
just offshore with the excception of one aboul 20 miles south of fthe
atolls 1In splte of g rough sea and & guite brisk wind they flew vigor=
gusly into 1t, voering first up about 20 fect and then down skimmibg
the waves to maoko hoadway. Onc came cleg¢ cnough Lo the ship so that
ond oy eround 16 ahd the blaclk Bill,

I was able to sece tho black eve

iz ~ West from Eniwctok to apoproximately 360 milog distant
at dusk

A large o medivm giged bivd, cark in geneval colorvation, secn
settling on the water in distance gt 0900 was the ornly bird secn all
di;y . Posaible shearwater,

uiimg, = West of Eniwetok, 450 fo 600 miloes Nearest land (at

aneus 00 wilce cobuthwest: Hall Islends nedr druk ta the

C Y.\w irxs 5

uhcarwatcr {8p?)s Threc largeo dark onos tame cloésc by the port

1¢ boginning of a railn sguall about noon, but were gonec bofore I
glagsos on them.

To be continued.
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becausge they are bypleal bebivags of those specles clags=
Mregidential®, but too, they are unique in gheltering the
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ecice Lo our total list. The "residential party" covered
motor, Hwo miles on fooh, and gpent four and ohe hall
field. Seven species were tabulidted in all.

took
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Fling recorded (yn]
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to accompany only
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o nots
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¥ 0ono of Wi
and ocne of Ilnmense interest.

ching, and having 1lingerod
‘forest-shore! group, :
, ige Hetelh s ey, Bornles Rabna, Ve Qorcon
Sgle bs E:tcrson pd Lie RO 0 Katson, T‘n&lly got
Qur car was pnrkgd ale v foet ol ‘the gty “tradd
the conpebont culdanee of [ligs Hacelh, we bbﬁun The ageents

to viow

poeesd along thy Lower roaches, the husky song of o
and o Purehor Up he Lpall 8 Tlool of cascalling eolls
presonce of tThe whiteo-cye.

The weather was somewhat "heovy"; damp and misty, end threatening

LS o wiag il we bw”an; e Loeves of the trpua WOro
altor we Ll we ol @ e ld & wle olohe the Trolly B
‘iV@ B0 geven mlics ver hour commenccd, ont gobs
reot ol the taye 10 Woo warn 0 we olimbed, ond
shed and left alon BTl Dt oe e Weus Of,
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Passing into the area predominated by kukul and guava, a few
small muted notes drifted up from the maze of green below, which were
recognized as belonglng to the Chinese thrush; a delicate song, tender
and remote. 1Its notes were warm, and light as amber. The white-eye,
with resounding scatter of song continued to follow our progress for
the length of the trail; a friendly, companionable little nulsance,

for above his sharper flood of notes it was difficult to discern
voilcesg more frail and farther away.

Upon reaching the lehua-koa forest, the bell notes of the
elepalo floated up from the valleys below, and too, the iiaping;
sawing notes of the amaskihi. However, until we reached the further-
most parts of the trall, little could be seen of the elusive amakihil
but a flash of dull green...and of the usually friendly glepaloy but
a glimpse of white and tawny brown.

As we rounded a small rise near a bend of the trail, we chanced
upon an apapanc, close by and dazzlingly brilllant with his crimson
body and black wings. The bird buzzed daintily from one lehua flower
to another, sipplng delicately, and all the while continuing his fes-
toon of smell utterances...a most beautlful liktile song; sweet yet
gtrong, and though jumbled, clear and precise.

We walked on in the company of all, but especially of the amakihi,
whose two modes of single utterance remained with us until we left the
upper forests. Many times we heard -the chimes of the hill robln, but
not until we reached the last fifty yards below the highest rise did
we view him closely, When we d4id it was at a range of perhaps five
feet; there were at least nine in a small flockesviarhing in ané out
of the bushes and talking wildly for no apparent reason. The song of
the hill robin i3 exquisites I say "chimes" for the gently cascading
intonations had o bell-like quality of which no collocation of lctters
could reproduce the accent.

One of our party thought he heard an 1iwi from the crest of the
highest hill, but a blast of wind swept away the sound and the bird
somehow leaked out of the landscape. This crest was the peak of our
ascent; we turned about at that point, and were off down the trail
(not recording on the way down) to push on to the swampland.

=

Moanalua pond and the Kallhi flats offered a fair amount of bird-
life, We began our search by "beating the bushes" for gallinules and
"unbushed" four, onc of which flew nearly undecr my feet, and weo had an
excellent view of it. There were a few plover about the pond, a night
Beron or g0 in the btyees surrcwnding it, and the ususl darting back-
and-forth of cardinals and mynahs...but it was on the pond aell, end
over 1t, that we saw our cholce birds., The pond contalned perhaps a
hundred coot; three, four...perhaps six wandering tattlers, which. we
noticed weére much darker than any other shore bird; a very few BLL1TE g
a sanderling; and 'a small flock of ruddy turnstones. In the air was
seen a palr of mallards, and what began in the hagy distance ag a
white spot, and grew larger and larger in the circle of our binoculars,
was an unmistakable ring-billed gull, for it flew neadly over our
heado. On Kalihi flats in the harbor were many more turnstones and o
few plover.,

After a hurried lunch along the road, we were off across the
Nuuanu Pall and nearing Kaelepulu pond. As we walked across the
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cow pastures, we noted meny more cardinals, a few mynahs...and at
every fifty paces, it seemed, a new group of plover, vhich upon belng
aporoached would cry the more loudly, leap into the &ir, and circle
around the fileld to settle again like a swirl of wind-blown leaves in
another part of the pasture.

Crossing over onto the flats of Kaelepulu we were greeted by the
fragrancc of salt marsh end shore mud and the loud nasal bleat of the
fawellan stilt. There was a noble army of birds about the water's

3

edwe mnd off in the center of the pond, bul until we crept nearer
their identity wes difficult o discern., 'Therc were pgolden plover;

many of them; we counted as many as seventy-five in a single flock,
and our toval Yor the day pumbered three hunmdred and eleven, The
gtilts numbered perhaps two hundred end were scattered over the whole
water area; making short flights end calling incessantly. Coot were
Gvorywnere: in ooso el ts oni?ﬁ}W&tcr.o.and along the shore single
blrds dipped, or pecdied aléong in the mid. A sende srling was noted,
snd & fTew Moo tattl ers, but the most inter esthv of the shore birds
wore the ruddy turmstones; not in theilr antlce particularly, for
theush eolordul , el ¥ whoeling, tignily massed 11lght is o conmmon
gisht...rather 1t was thelr plumeage that causht the eys: surprising
to ull wes the fact that nesrly all wore thelr spring plumege...while
those observed on Kalihi flats were mostly in their winter dress,

But a singie paly of pinteails was phserved on the Kailua 8ide of
the pond, however, the iay glde yie ded & Tloek of forty of nore.
Mr. Pﬁﬁr”ail was well-rewarded after having ventured the weary trek
arouncd the pond to the Tar side, by viewing & paiy ol 8Ooveler...8nd
the most noteworthy find of the day, a palr of ruddy ducks.

Returning to the cear, we cbgerved from the mud flats, a lone sky-
lark hipgh in the aly, snd singing wightily.

We hod watched snxiously for a frigets bird to str
limite,; but none so chese to do, and our Iflnsl conmpilat

-

mfortunately deprived of thls magnificent bird,

ay within our
ions were

The last stage ol our journey beock us around the point of the
18lant LD Ruupu pond, It wes & disappointment for the most part; a
coot or two, and they were shy and kept well to the furthermoat sldes
But though lacking in bird lLf , Kuupu pond lingers not unblessed
in our memeriss, for it ended & most perfect day of bird-wstching.
Twenty-cight upCCluu were counted in sll by the "forest-shore" group
and es 1t dlSSO]VuQ, once again beack In Honolulw,; each member descri=-
bed 1t as beving besn 4 day wol] spent,

Summing 1t up, the Chrigtmes count was & dellghtful experience
end & pleasing success, Other than the ruddy duck which wes ol
course & rare and excellent [ind, there were no rarlitles of tremendous
imgort nop lmmensc ceneenirations ol Individuals...vut on the Wole,
the results obtained were entirely worthwhile; supplying a most
satlsfactory record of the avi-faunsl {luctuations in a given srea,
which of course is the main purpose of the annusl census, The metl-
culous statistices complled are & most woriny tribute to those worthy
ornithologlists whosé compeny. the writer had the extreme plessure of
sharing.
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DECENBER BIRD VWALK. At 8:30 on the morning of December 16, several
people started off on - one of the better bird hikes of the year.
Starting out from the Library of Hawaii, we picked up several people
at the Alea Postoffice, and started the long pull to the Aiea trail.
Teking a human count at the beginning of the trail, we found elsven
people, all the gsame species.

Starting on the trail, we sow several Kentucky cardinals. Then came
8 period of silence till we hit the lower fringes of the forest. There
we heard many amakihi, and saw two of them. The 1little olive-green

birds were hopping madly about, in almost utter disregard of the prox-
imity of humans. It was then that we heard a strange call that rnobody
was able to identify. It turned out tol a Partridge (Mr. Robert Part-
ridge) who had been with us all day. Farther along up the trail we
ran into a section teeming with bird sctivity. Ve heard amakihi all
along the way, but they lived up to the o0ld rule that "little amakihi
should be heard and not seen%. Two of the party were lucky enough to
see an apapane at a range of about twelve feet which was the only one
seen that day. Several others were giving their strange, wheezy calls,
but they wouldn't show themselves. 4 Chinese thrush was spotted by the
sharp eyes of an eager observer, but he failed to oblige us with his
sweet song.

Then again, silence reigned. A few of the party, Miss Hatch and
some others, sat down to eat, but the rest, not knowing this, continued
to ward off the horrors &f hunger, and went on up the treil. A4t the
top of a small hill these poor, tired souls rewarded their labours by
sitting down to lunch. They heard what they thought was a hill robin,
but they could n't see the bird. PFinally, tired of wailting, they stast-
ed down the trail, tofind the others still eating!

The hike down was uneventful. Ve drove back into Honolulu, going
our different ways, leaving the birds to play among themselves in peace
Manning Richards.
cOo
Christmas greetings were received from a number of our absent mem-
bers, among them Harold Cantlin, Howard Cogswell, Mrs. Ebert, Lieut.
Fechtner, Lieut. Ureenwood, lMeyer E. Klein, Mr. and Nrs. Northwood,
and Kendall V. ebb. lMahalo , and aloha nuil
o0o
Members will be interested in the beautiful collection of bird
pictures offered for sale by Mr. Donald Angus, @t the 01ld House, oppo-
site Thom&s Square. These are loose prints from Rothschild's AVIFAUNA
OF LAYSAN, and include many of our most beautiful Hawaiian birds.

FEBRUARY BIRD WALK: To Poamoho, February 10th. Meet at the Libmry of
Hawpdil at 8300, or 2t Ales Postefficve ol 9315,
FEBRUARY MEETING: February 18th, at the Library of Hewaii auditorium,
at 7:30. Miss Hazel Peppin will show her colored motion pictures of
Hawaiian birds, and Mr. Pearsall will show some of his insect slides.
HONOLULU AUDUBON SOCIETY.
fresident, Mrs Cordon Peawsall, Makiki Hotel, 1681 Plilkod Bt., lst
V. Pres., liss Grenville Hateh, 1548 -Vilhelmina Bise: £d V. Pres.,
Mr. Franclis Evens, 132 A. Hoyal Circle; Sec.-Treas., Miss Blanche
Anderson, 3669 Kawelolani Place, Honolulu 17, Advisors, George C. Munro.
Major Es He Bryen, Jv,, Béditor, THE ELEPHL O, Miss Charlotta Hoskinas,
oele Loulu 8t., Honplula B4, Hawaii,

Dues $1.00 ayear
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