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FAZELEFULU POID

We are hanny to bring to our members the followins letter from the
Bishop Estate, assuring the birds on FKaelenulu pond nrotection. It has
been a matter of great conecern to 931 of us that the Oshu areas suitable
for shore bilrds and waber fowl have heen so largely des ur0"~4 during the
1aﬁt Few YeErs . Raelevuiu pond, Vﬂﬂ““ 1ies benind Iuﬂlkﬂl, is one of
the few places remaining to thqtm birds. The truatées of the Bishon

Ao hﬂVc the gratitude and thanks of all bird lcvers for their far-
and publie spirited action in providing protection for the birds

Yin Durt Hﬂr Peferenco to your letter of Decomber 10, 1945, I
would advise that the Trustees wvoted to continuve Lesse 5950 to Lawrence
W. Cammos covering the Keelenulu Pond and Stream on a holdover basis
terminable on 30 ﬂ“V@' notice, With the provision that there will be no
shooting nor huntinw on the hrem*U « 1t is unllkely that under this
holdover srrangement the Lessce YLll draln the pornd or 111 it or chohge
its contour in any way.

"With regard to the desire of the members of your socicty to wisit
the vond to observe bird life we refer you to Kr. Cemrmos who as Lessce
should control sueh sckivity.! «.¢ (8igned . B, K. Fenrler, Ffor Secretary

1 -JLD .‘\TO ___4\/
by QJG Peterson

On the afternoon of December 20th 1945, Mr. Rslvh Andrews, Lt.
Robert J. Watson and myself made an attempt to reach Moku Manu. The
venture falled, for we were turned back by heavy sess before being able
to effect a landing However, this particular sttemnt wes noteworthy
in the fact that we wor@ able To Peach & volnt within & half mile of

the island before having to turn about, and were able to comnile some
data, at least, concerning the Dscember blrd populestion.

Brown booblies definitely do inhsblt the island in Decenber, a8
do also the red-footed: we observed “of“ BL closs pange, The frlv“tL
irds are present in falr numbers. We were unable to ldentily tho

shearweters, but fthey, and the terns, are to be seen in sbundance.

O
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Circling over the island towwrd evening, at least two thoussand

birds could be seen: milling like bees about a hive; a truly masnificen
sight. lNost, we agreed, must hmve been boobiles, though certain identi-
ficetion was Impossible in the feoce of such difficulties.
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LAYSAN ISLAND IN 1891
by George C. Munro
continued from last issue

Guano was shipped in the summer only and a ¢
charge during the off season. A resident of the
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On one day during our stay; there were fcur sea captains a shore;
Captain Berry of the guano schooner, "Mary ster", Captain Cook,
veteran of many storms, Captain F, D. Walker, fﬂwﬁd 28 Master of the
”Wanﬂmving Minstirc WHWPE was wrecked at Midway Island in 1888 (an
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The removal of guano had not long been started. Four houses, a ware-
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and no doubt eating the eggs and live young of other birds.
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The remnant of s grove of palms of tho gonus Prichadia grew at
the bottom of the inner slope of the sand rim at the north end of the
lagoon. There were but two low trees alive, and the dry stumps of a
number of obhers evidently at one time s f*fivirﬁ group of trees but
then iﬂﬁxrﬂh ly in de CllW¢F” epndibion. FPhotograohs of thovse ave 4An
the Bishop Muscum in Honolulu, taken probsbly aftcer our visit. In
1859 Cap Lann Broolks roported seoing [ive trees [ifteen feot hizh.
Igeis d»ubtful 1f botanliecal sSpecimen of this inberecsting trce have
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ever been collected or the species described, It may, as “DFUC’tGﬂ
by Professor Rock, be the same species as abounds on Wlhoq lyine aix-

hundWsd WlLbS to the southeast, However, judging from its UO”’tan

: B

on the gide of the mang vim of the Lsland anl the variation with
restr distribution on the main Hewallan group, the probability is

ic
that it Wwas o distinct &pecies, @speciql}v a8 Lavysan has been so long
igolated as to Q(‘Cl”ﬁ seversal oendemic spocics of birds. What caused
i1ts deeline
the scedling
tho Fult,
gld e,

Perhaps the trampling of the increasing albatross killed
3 or more llkely the Laysan flinch eventuslly devourcd all

s
lecaving nonc to produce scodlings and the troes dicd of

I.Jr“J )

There were at that time twenty-five different kinds of birds on
island and the numbers must have run into milllions. I counted the
ds on scctions of ground covered with young of tho Laysan albatross
and concludod that t wonld reack theose vasi numbors Jlthnut @ B
iho thie olﬁxlbirdu. Estimates as nigh as teon million albatrogss have
been made by others. Flgures such as these have, however, been ‘usti-
fably disputed by later wvigiting zoologilsts who wa“ able to make a
more complete study and survey of the blrds. In 191, after pline
bunters had deoimolted the ﬂlb&tP“SS eolony, Pr){“s“mw Homer ke Uild
made & ecareful estimste of over 1,016,000 of all the birds on the
islond. He concluded that onec-sis ool tho alh;cwrug Polnined,; munber-
ing about 1L80G,000,

O

The alr over the land waes full of birds--frigebte birds up 8o high
as to appear mere specks in the blue and close above the surface over
the rookerics the tern were in thousands. The Lop ol the serub was
Govered Wioh nes s e the grotnd surisce under the shrubbery was
occupied by other species and below the ground there were masny more in
burrows. Numbers were on the sandy surface between the grass bunches.
Around the lagoon and on the open guano flat young albatross wer~ nack-
ed. The belt of bare sand just above hish wa termalx harbor the
black "goonie” (Diomedia nigripes) and the amall amount of r;isod
coral rock at the ude}_@nﬂ of tnc island also had its occcupants

In places the

from the incesas e
now Ssterna fuscata o,hw,n 18 )
T8

feninge=a medioy of Bounds, rEnginy
the sooty torn (Sterna fhlginosa,
3 Leh neover ccesed day o nighty the
groans of theo albuLAme, arsh squawks of the gannct and tropic birds
and the melancholy moans and waills of the snourwrtci, to the swoet
gongs of the finch, flycatcher or "millor bird" and vod hBoncysator,

Thers wire ooe ©F Lwo gpocioe of lizards and Boveral of lavas
moths which were in proal numbors, Hlied and Boctlos abbaeked Eho
drv*n* birdsking :nd bird tlcks bibt our bape Tecl causlng ilatolorable
SErwiEs and dplders wWerc also progont.

itching. Ants,

Here was a paradise for the naturglist--an almost unworked field.
An Interesting year could have been spent gtudying bhe birds, noting
the order and time of thelr leaving and return, observing the plant
and inseel 1ife of Lae iclapnd, and the marine 1life of the shore and
r@v}o Eow intercsting it would be to follow the sixteen species of
gea birds on thelr ocean wanderings when they leave the island de
el (hut for the land birds and perhaps some of the waders) at t
end of the breeding season, until thoy find thelr way back to the
1itBle spock of dand ln thoe wlddio of the eoven 2b the bopibnning of
the next laying scason. Porhaps somotime g bilrdbanding expedition
will be made to thv island and much more information obtaincd as %o
tho rangoe of theac bivds,

Te be © nti ued .
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EIRD STUDY ABOARD & L WUUFOQ¢ TO THE VESTIRN PACIFIC, {Coneclusion)
By Foward L. well

May 10, - To within about 150 miles of Nemonuito Is. in northern
Carolives. No birds geen hnor reported to me all 4
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May 18 -~ Continuing on northwestward, to about 650 miles from Okin-
awa at dusk.

Brown EBooby
bow oif the ship

. A siagle hird at 0650 flew over the

‘ ab el witltude--close enough that I could see
minute details of its plumegs and the light tlu1~b pill with no e3 trrnal
nosLrils Thig bird wes sbout 150 miles from land dn approximately lat,
1357 E., 580 of Parece ¥
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&6 es were ceen several times dur the
different kinds. One school of 6 or mors he |
and all dark-brown above, and mmveiy rolled bhel) ut
gurface, Two schools seen in % fterncon were cravish
above to pale grayish on the Jﬂdﬁiri&d, ,nfCCj“llF the throust.  Thsce
latter were under © feel in lengih bulb so sctivs thet they freguently
jumped clear of the w ter, even leaping otrmliﬁf up a goad ten feet and
turning around in mid-air to plunge back into the water head first,

May 19 « To within 400 miles of Okinawa and lses than 200 from
small outlying ¢SLpuu @t dusk,. Yet no birds seef B8ll day, Hard showers
most of thg 31* noon of the 19th and morning of the 80th,

May 20 « To about 100 @ileos of less, €h, of Cklaoows et dusk,
White-faced Shearwater, One seen at 1545 well enough to see the
whitish sides of the head., In fact at a little distance the entire head
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appears white.

Storm-petrel (sp.?) 2 dark birds of this
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the largest of the malnland gulls occaslonally seen here, soared by,
riding the strong wind effortlessly. Approaching the p/nd we noticed
two ducks on the water near the shore,. Idcntifi“d through glasses,
they were found to be & palyr of (reater Sceup Ducka. The mele had a
metallic-greenlsh head, As we approached several Golden Plover, in
brownlsh-winter plumage, arosoc from the shore and flew to a sgafer

place.,  On a muddy point s number of coots were btahdlﬂ” o oho leg
wh le othors were foeding in the shallow water. The lvory-whito billl

a8 an easlly ldcntifable mark of identifilcation. A4 @ottlud, Javonlle
“*jhf Hoyon srodo irom the rusheos ahd flapped bto the FPar end of the
pond., At this time we noticed scveral boys working with a net, sein-

ing fish, slong thc ombankmont on which a railroad track ran from the
gugar mili,  Thils frightoned the birde sway In tho pond along this

side of the cmbankment .

We roturned to the road, following it across a foot bridge, over

e channel from the pond to the ocean, to a klawe grove. Here we stop-
ped to eat our 1A“cn and rest. Anong the rushes negr here a gallin-
ule was flushed from its hiding place and went spattering across the
water,; ivd red blll showing oonSplcuoudly. More fishermen were arriv-

ing and the blrds were moving over to the large pond on the other side
of the railroad embankment.

Afber lunch, part of the group decldsd to Fetubn Lo the pava,
The roﬂt of us hiked along the embankment ftoward the sugar mill, and
from thore to tho cars. Several Night Herons were fordjnv or shandln%
st@tnw~11 ¢ in the shallow wetor. Along the far shore fhout a hundrcd

Coobs and u*lllnul”“ were feoeding dn the shallow wmtﬁr or sting on
the mud banks. Minglced with thom worc about 35 Pintail ﬁuc““ two

pair of Mallards and a pair of Sdovol«ws. In tnu goonchy ”ficp threce
pailrs of Lesser Boaup ducks wors diving fom food. Tho malos had dark-
purplish hoads and werc smalloer len blie Greater Scaups. Op thoe mud
flats Pacific Goldeon Plover wero bedih” along wlth Ruddy Turnstones
who had black bars across thcly whito bressts. Grayish-whitc Sander-
lings and smoky-gray Wanderine Tattlers were fooding along tho :
or scurricd about over the flats. In the shallow wator black anc
white Stilts stalked about on long spindly legs.---Gordon Pearsall

000
Mr. Jomes He Phelps, who has just left the sepvico) wplbes that
en hls Jest voyﬂic, roturning I'rom Salpan on o greal circle course
north of Midway, ho saw ", .numbers of Bonin Potrels and a pair of Red-
tallced Tropic Birds at 30° north, or thercabouts. We wish him good
birding in Montgu ! :
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MARCH BIRDWALK. Mecet ab Library of Hawall, abt 8:30 A. M., or at Aieca

¢ Qfficc at 9:15, March 10th for Poamoho, weatbher pormliting. This

b cannot e made 10 ralny yoaihor,

M«oan“- Librery of Hawell, 8% 71100, Mapreh 18th, Trogram Lo ho
announced.
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