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BIRDS ON MOLOKAIX
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Manning Richards in the "Elepaio” of November 1946 writes of the Molokai bi

or rather the absence of birds there, He says he has the challenge of "Where - a
- the = birds = cn = Holo lai?" T am glad he has this challenge and hope he takes
it up. The following notes may help him and others in this search.

I lived on the island of Molokai for seven years. I rode horseback over its
country and shoresi antly and oocaSAOna17“ trtorereed o Es tovntaln for-
all the time keeping : WOQhogt for birds. Duri*g my management of the

molom i ranch (1899-1906 did not have time for extensive bird rcsoa Ghs - Bubt for
a week or two in 1907 I birds in the bay =& Falaau gug in the rain foresh
above Pelekunu Valley. Bird Survey in 1936 I spent a month exclusively

A
in a study of birds on M

f the Sandwich Islands collect=
family and taught some of the
mens of the rarest birds arec
Lord Rothschild's
] i . oo which was then new
ceoe Dr. E. Co L. Perkins spent several months on Molokal in 1893 and dis-
overed the Molokai mamoc. He i - in *}ﬁ carly 1900s.
he Meyer boys collected St . the 1850s and cleared the mamo from the
Pelekunu Vall vhere they hunted. William Alanson Bryan made a rather

Wilson who
or 1564,

sareh for bir lfolol in 1907 and obtained ‘three specimens of the
mamo above Moanui, f r nol ' cast end. When hunting deer in 1904 on the
wooded sides -of the Tallkolu Va lvy I had a close view of & group
of the ce. They chat 1ite a time and eventually the lure of the
collsetor overcame t : or humanitarian and like a vandal I shot one
chie bulicts A por i the ski vith the hecad and one wing attached is in the
i shop ﬁusoum, the last authen coerd of Ulie Sspeeies! being seeng

At one time the Molokai forests swarmed with native birds. They used to fre-
161 arcens al AalaC'wnczo the Meyer family lived, probably up to the early

wSDs, Wilson said he procurcd his three spccimens of the kakawshie (Parorcomyza)
at Kalae, probably in some native forest about a mile from the homestead.

Up to 1907 the common birds were guite numcrous in the upper Yeain forest. Bub
n 1936 in a month of scarch I saw only one solitary native bird, an apapanc calling
n a tree top. At that timc a water survey was making trail Phrounp what was for-
merly impenetrable » Without a trail one had to travel on the vegetation se-
veral 1~LT from the ground and made very slow progress. I travelled milcs of these
trails watching an for native birds in vair ¥Walter Donaghho traversed
meny of these treai did with little bebtter success. ZEvidenccs of mongooses
were everywherao, but no limbers they could not have had much to do
with the docrease of
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p. 83

places on Molokai and along its shores that have not been inves-
birds. Onec is tho swampy plateau between the Pelelkunu and Wailau
evs and cliffs; and 1it iglends of the north side of the sast
remote from the influences that decimated the birds in the main
birds. ©Some surprising sights may await the
fogtnesses. The native treil up the
ird eatchers will now be impossible to
ch the hunting dogs had to be hoisted.
rails on ©o it by an casier route if gearched
& smal]l petrel, boobies fripate birds
Kalaupapa promontory. I land-
edge~tailed shearwaters and
probably in Ahe el ffs
I onte saw cvidences of noddies
ablc to-make
Momomi sand-

e

efuge for the
who succeeds in e ing
& fron ¢ used by Bhb pative
fivile 1L tr“VV¢ufd p cipitous cl whi
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is not much

- P T e ks
cliffs betweon I

er

I hoave never scon venear the coustes of
C—twjlmr tropic birds for boobies. The regular
grling uucks, geese and waders come to
The curlew and stilt used to
ure lands. Aukuu still fre-~
ducks alb pPalesu,

n spaces

were common in the opc
ented the
L

;r’caﬂ“ 1linnets frﬁ

the soam on

G S arie
Tt had be
Auvstralia to Hawsii.

hoen in the wooded elififs

since sprcaa over he
us goot NCWS.

uscd to nest on on opoen ridge above Kamalo,
the east coast. Tac dark-rumped petrel
P\'nnui before and the natives went and
birds as well. The mongoose cleaned
1ﬁich nested lower dovm among the

g still on Molokail though F}cy may be
: the smelior D“t”“l“ Bulwer's, Tristram's,
eeh in tue eliffs and small islands. The Ffrigatfe
ands but I think they were from Mokumanu off Oahu.

took the young yoarly and
.;

Hird wsod te fly

e

g Richards and asnyonc 56 wishineg to bake 14 up hewe quite o tield

dy on Molokai. All I 1C3 small islands
seme sced of the nativ & Y anting in an
nativc shoreside p7 ants of Kapapa Iu_and in Kaﬁcoh; Bay. There is an
Buphorbia munroi, namcd by Rock for my brother Jamecs that I saw
kuhonili in 1946 and therc may be othor rare or new plants on some of

ands off the coast of Molokai,

et OB Do



JOURWAL OF ORNITHOLOGICAL WORK IN HAWAIT NATIONAL PARK
DURING THE SUMMER OF 1937 (continucd)
By Walter R. Donaghho

JUNE 14: Today we met Mr. Lamb, the Park Naturalist, who took us over to his office
in the grounds of the muscum at Uwcksehuna Bluffs, where he read our outlines of the
summer's work that we had prepared for Mre Wingatc, and gave us more to do. Onc
item in particular was a study of thc stetus of the nene. He wants us to find this
bird and get an official record of its existence and to make any studies possible

i it

catl oblias,

After lunch at the camp, we visited the Kipuka Puaulu, or Bird Park. I circled
the kipuka, taking a list of birds. I was disappointed howcver, as=1 hesrd only A
fow blrds; mostly linncts. Apapanc were not rarc further back in the tops of the
T Hi robins werc common, and we could hea bhcm singing from time to
n

b
a few iiwi and saw two.

tree as quietly as I could, but when I got even wi nest, the bird flew
offe I saw that 1t was an amekihi. Again I waited, first in the trec necarby, then
round, but the bird didn't rcturn.

I returned, upon reaching camp again, to the ncst scen yesterday. I climbed
- iith The
n

T

JUNE 15: Mr. Lamb was to take us to Hapau crater this morning, but he came and
said it was postponcd until the aftermoon. Instcad we went down the Cockett trail
as far as Puhimau, onc of tho chain of craters.

Saw a lot of birds, mostly apapane, with scattered numbers of hill robins,
elopaio and amelihi. Just off the road at the trail's start, Harold shot a hill
robin, which I have just fipished ski o shot

shot an elepaio, or at least
so it seemed to him, but we searched the area and the ele paio was not forthcomlng.
Upon TG“ChiﬂF Kokoolau crater, we sat down upon the stone wall and looked into its
forest filled depths. Apapane werc flitting about among the trees, ever bent upon
securing their sips of nectar and elepaios were "whitting™ in the ohias near us, and
we wotched them as they flitted about, cocking their tails. One amakihi fed for a
lalr“v long time in the trees nearest us. We could see it race up and down the
anchcs and pass quickly over and through the foliage in quest of insects, now and
Uhgf pausing to sip at & blossom,

e

Upon coming to the crater of Puhimau, we found it a sanctuary for numbers of

his afterncon Mr. Lamb camc for us. Piling in the back of his car, we sped

y down the road to Makaopuhi, wherec rail to Napau began on ths east sides
rest was open, a great percomtage of trees having died out Soon we
through & bit of dense woodland, w apuu growing undcrnpwth. Ieie vines

urognd and up the limbs of the ohisa his forest gave way to the usual
type and the large tree fern to the r, hapuu~ii. Then through another

patch of dense forest and out again into open country. The dense forest surrounded

this on the north and the cast. TFumaroles s*eame& here and there among the scrub
ohias. Birds were quite common in the dense ands of poro'w; anaklnl, apapane and
elepaio. I noted the gearcity of hill robine, only one heard.

Napau crater was very intercsting. It is a hundred feet decp and has a flat bot-
tom, three quarters of a mile in width. One can see, dircctly across on the east rim,
where the 1922 eruption broke out and poured down over the rim of the crater.



Aftcr lunch, I rode up with Hyer to the Park office, then startecd out to
idle path lc ding through the fern forest west of the Volcano Housce
I *ricd the road that 1 :d back from the hotel and walked a mile down it to
It led through ohia much like that around the camp, except for the puluhi
ran. Apapanc were about the nly birds I saw and they were fairly common. Com
= £+

1in
reading "To Brown's Camp", I followed thattrail, t skirted the real @
on i

o
e
rr

: orh
cst and came out into opon grassy country sclttpzod with a fow ohias. The forest,
in a dying condition, udgcd away from it on the right. Amﬁng the ohias I noticed

I wanted to follow a path along 1igh bank in the rear of the Brown's Ranch
ome pasturcs and so I left the trail to follow onc of many leading off into the
st. TWhon I came to theealge of the jungle I was not ncar the bank. A lot of
shin prow about, which harbored a great many clcpaios. I cut out
S 3 alftor a little trouble brought up te ite I then
p;ssod tgr“l“H a spoiled forcst of ohia, kopiko and-koa, under which the undergrowth
od mony apapane, mwuuly in small companics number-
' A pair of iiwl were scon in a small stan
) grassy pa 5+urvlugdu much too

Aot L
Nest was nNow

up the slope of Mauna Loa to the ond of the truck trail at 7000 fect
clevation, whore we got out to cxplore an open rogion covercd with pukeawe and
grass, with scattered groves of lkoa and memani trees. We made our V“y over Lo &

a hundred yards up the sl Prom Che end of tho road, ‘and Upon
olive greern crocpers punning over the limbs. Harold shot one
] An i came kipuka and he missed in attompts
spocinetie Wo our woy down to a smaller kipuke that was more

-h. Elepaio called from a distance, and apapanc sat in the
Going on to & larger grove further down the slope, we found

> over the limbs. It wag faseinating

O underside, and rw
pair of clopiios
i to a selitery
ight and T recognized
kipulks that we had T ret visited and heard a
i

We °4DWﬂswd came TIon-10s + then vanished over the slge
koa forecshts of Keawenai, wherc it was doubtless bound; the

habitedt for this spceies.

Returning to the road, we s up the Mauna Loa trail. The trail led up

past the koa and mameni into open Cwun“r” covorcd with low ohelo, leponene, scrub
ohia and other plants. Apapanc kihi freguented the ohia. Once I heard an

amalkihi utter the strang gver heard from the speciess a series of
varied notes sounding at time 3 silver bell and a4 ebhers tilee an Hapiish
sparrow, and scveral other varied chips and chirps. They somowhat rescmbloed the song

of on snausanii that ¥ cnee ard
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We lunched on the trail and started back to the care Then we drove down the
stopping at koa groves on the way to sec what kind of birds they had to
1 onc had its clepaio,snd amakihi were also frequently founde Three
crocpers were secen, of which two were obtained as specimens.

l the 5000 feet level we heard goats ncarby and Harold sct out to
them with his camcra. I cxplored tho forest of ohia and momani that grew out
on an old lava flow. AL onec end grow a pateh kea. Elepaio and amalihi were
; qtered in fair numbers. I also saw a pair of iiwi in a high ohia tree that
i on the lava

&

C
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I walked on down the road as far as I could got before Harold picked me up.
The native birds grew scarce; fact, disappeared as I got farther down, and an
opcn forest of lerre K bited only by linnets and mynahs. A pair of valley
a1l was encountered upon ern

the forest, and blue pheasants werc calling from
the open country beyonds

)
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To be continued
OO

last of February 1f

lasgt ol 47 at the Volcano Obscrvatory
0 dental to the library work
some pird lons. The temperaturc ranged
minltum of 41 d greces Faohrenheit. Therc were two
were cold with rain var"lnv from a light drizzle
these varying climatic conditions, there was

P yrithin sight anﬂ/or hearing. This Kilauea~
from.%o wy forestation to barren, desert~like

FIELD NOT
i

ES: "I clt S
Hawaii Jst onal Park, G5t the i
T was doins there, was able
from.vcrv warm to very col
bright sunay days e ot
to heavy, steady
almost always son
i loa region
ons, and there were

£ Hawaii,

apapanc is the most abundant native, permanent rcsident to be found in
There were hundreds of them flying about in Eho trees in the Park residence
I stayed, and there I was able to sce them at very close range. I was
Ve inser ’suud in their call which varies from 8 to 7 notes on the same
1oy have a beautiful song besides this flute-like call. One late aftcornoon
ir of apapanc which for a moment, because of their large size, I mistook

b when they flew over me I saw the tell-tale white patch under the tail
arc anumcrous in the Park, but I was not fortunate

raight black beak.

gzroup of mejiros feeding in a trec outside the
to be rare here. In a triangular arca, the

Park residence area, I observed the liothrix
tranger to these

OrVATO Oy,

few mynahs, g oag if he weren't such a &
group of ricecbird irtle doves {which made me wishful for Jiswon31n)

1rlish sparrows

> sunny morning I drove up -he Mouna Loan truck trail to the seismograph
cellar with Dr. Howard Powers, scismologist of the Park. Along the grassy slopes
of the moumnt n1.., called Kipuka Kulalio, v ' P

here were Pacific golden plover, skylarks,
and a covey of California valley quail., We watched and watched for a glimpse of
the Japanecs pr¢saLt, but had no luck. While Dr. Powers changed the drum on the
seismo raph, and cxplained its intricacies to a group of pcople who had made the

trip with us, I sat outside the ccllar on a boulder of lava and watched some apapanc
nd amakihi cavort in the koo and ohia trees. I tried ca]l*“f to them, but my ama-
o

a . d
teourish attompts at imitating their calls and songs obviously classed me in tThelr
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eyes as somcthing lower than a malihini for they chattered excitedly and then flew
away tc the top of the highest trce they could find. Or the return trip in the
grassy plain we saw what Dr. Powecrs thought was an olivc crecper and what I thought
wes an bmakihi, so we agreed to lect it go unrecorded. neday I should like to go
back and spend a lot of time on this grassy arca on thﬁ olODO of lMauna Loa called
puka Kulalio where many of the birds known to exist in the Park can be found.

re the trees are not s6 high as in the Bird Park, or the *egetatlon so thick that
it is not casy to obscrve the diffcorent speecies,

Vi)

"T mode a field trip with Mr. Pinch to rcad the rain guagoes located in an

around Kilauea crater and along the Chain of Craters road. We were lucky enough
to sec two white-talled tropic birds soaring about the rim of Halcmaumaue. They
ccmod to be enjoying the dust and stiff breegze much better than we. Mr. Finch told
me that it is thought that this bird ncsts in Kilauca crater and in Halemaumou. In-
asruch a8 they only feed at sca, it scems like quite a long daily round trip to make
between board and room. Along the Chain of Craters road I obscrved the inevitable
apapanc, golden plover, some doves, mnd a few ricebirds On the returw trip te the
Observatory we went to the Thurston lLave Tube and thore I looked in vain for the iiwi
which are supposed to be rather numerous in that region.

"The last bird I saw on the 1u1aac of Hawaii was one lone, brave, devil-nay-
carc mynah flapping to windward across a drenched airport in a driving rain - a
rain stopm which had grounded all Hawaiiean Airlincs plancs, but not Mr. Mike Mynah."

Priscilla M. Griffey

"March 9, 1947: The ficld trip of the Howaii Audubon Society was led by
Forester Thomas Re L. MeGuire, who pointed out plants and trees along the way.
Twenty~two members and gucsts found the trail Pupukea-Kahuku a delight with its
native flowers and trces and occan views. The naupaka, dainty and fragrant, was
blooming there, and the ilima. Tho Uluc%iv indica, hoving been hauled in with the
coral from the boach for the road, Wos o8 Well oSt cs*ab110hcd as though it werc a native
of the uplands. Bird songs werc shy and net many werc secon. The elepaio, amakihi
and hill robin were hecard oll along the way, and Chinese thrush provided a rare treat
with a recal concert, living up to the reoputation of being the best songster on tho

islandse

"The group lunched by the strcam Oio, called OTen by the soldier boys, then
made our way back to the parked cars. Going down to the highway we saw the native
owl, resting beside the road; it flew over and perched on a shrub. I hope 2ll the

party had the pleasure of sceing it."
Ruth Ebert

"On March 16th, two members of the Society traverscd the lower par of Kipapa
trail, bent on showing wisiting bird utUHLrt some of our native birds. We found
the trail had been clearcd for some distonce, and the dirt road leadlnv to ib

improvede Elepaio were numecrous, responding to call readily. Hill robin were
common also, and secomcd less furtive than usuale Several small flocks of six or
eight werc scene The song and call of the amakihi sounded constantly, but the shy
little bird cluded our sight. A persistant drizzle finally turncd us toward home,
but not hoforec two apapanc were seen on one of the fow chia trecs in blossom.”

Grenvillec Hatch
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: es Flying low over the barracks (at Kancohe)
ne from the gunnery school this evening around
d with the mellow cries of flocking shore-
the calls. Thoy definitely weren't

ar to incrcase their octivity.

sse L OB
nosrly evory o

overhead was £i
T e vmablo T

he cdge of Kilauca. The camping party
wes while daylight disselved in shados
-1ine of Mauna Loa was outlined against

ot Docomber ovening on
fire of doan ohis
and the stark purple out

M ITse P S s S Tien e,
'Hush'!, said somcone softly. We looked up.

illed with C%rting vpbies, WElCh.“”O;pF. past our heads and

he vast blackne : rods of feot belowe Faint
us while t} cd thing reflected the
SUile

5 apapanc!, thc Audubon Socicty membor romarked, as one 1it op the
branch of a stunted chia ncar by.

"o Ymow the bird was fifty foet away, but so cleer was the air that he scemed
=5 ond tail were bloack as were

o

ruch nearer. His tiny body was rosy crimson; his
1 and then darted upward,

his sickle bill and feect. He swaycd therc for a
that faint, yot plercing cry,

o

always emittir

o

"Phe shadows doopencd and o ©old air currcnt arosc from the cratere. The apapanc
werc gonc. UWe drow closer to the i

Terin T. Gill
o= 00000 = =~ =
; oo on March 20th, twenty-four pairs of Mexican
z ¢huuu have boen taoken to the William L. Mitchell estatc in Kameohe
linated beforc roleascse The HUI plans to bring in scventy-five pairs,

11 told.

=== 00000 ===

to Poamocho. Moot at the Library of Hawail at 8:30.
:30 pente, in the auditorium of the Library of Hawnii.
President of the Hui Maru, will spcak on the program for

e =00 000w =

SOCTEIY: President, Hiss Grenville Hafch, 1548 Wilhelmine Rise;
V; o=-Prosidents, Mr. Francis Evans, 132-A Royal Circle; Mr. BE. B. Hemi lton,

528 17th St.; Secc'-Trcasurcr, Mrs. Blanchc A. Pocdley, 3 70 Sierra Deive;
Editor, The Elepaio, Miss Charlotta Hoskins, 3212 Loulu St., Honolulu, Howolis.
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