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A CHRISTMAS BIRD CENSUS IN HAWAII
By Helen Shiras Baldwin

"Kilauea Iki Crater and Kipuka Puaulu, --- Dec., 17, 6 A.M. to 1:30 P.lM.
Pair ~---." How bare the official record looks. How little it tells of what we
gaw and felt. That was our census trip really like?

It was dark when we census-takers gathered at Kipuka Puaulu. %Who but old-
timers would guess as we 1it matches to read the thermometer that in fifteen min-
utes it would be full daylight? DBut while we stood there, hands in pockets and
coat collars turned up against the cold (fifty one degrees can feel mighty chilly
to folks used to lowland Hawaiian temperatures), the miracle happened. The lead
mist about us changed to silver then gold and vanished. The cold blue peak of
Mauna Loa kindled with sualight to glow like the molten lava which had made it,
then turned to gray and yellow rock. It was worth our thirty-five mile trip from
sealevel to this place four thousand feet above just to see the sun rise.

As the sunlight swept down the mountain and touched the treetops we heard our
first bird notes, the signal for us to begin. They were mynah notes this time,
and a small flock made a pretty pattern of bleck, white and brown as they flew to
breakfast at a neighboring farmyard. The past two years the first notes heard
had been a Plover's. e missed the Plover. Had some hunter in the lowland bagged
him before the present year-long closed season? Here in Hawaii National Park, of
course, all hunting is and has been "kapu" (forbidden). :

We turned from the open country into the Kipuka itself. Kipuke Puaulu (Is-
land of Flourishing-Flowers) was once a volcanic peak of fair dimensions, but it
died so long ago it has been almost buried by the lavas of adjacent Kilauea (Rising=-
Cloud) and lMawna Loa (Long Mountain). The ash and tuff of the projecting moun=
tain top heve mellowed to a rich soil which supports a fine stand of virgin "mixed-
forest", for the Kipuka stands between the wet and dry zones. Botanists who visit
the Kipuka act as though they had found the Garden of Eden and have no time for
birds. We wiscly included no botanists in our party.

A male Flepaio (Hawaiian Flycatcher) whistled a cheery "aloha® to us from the
young growth beneath the grand old trees. e peered into the shrubbery at the
trailside for his mate in vain. The rules of the census are strict. Unless we
see or hear a bird as an individual from the trail first we may not leave the trail
for a better look nor deliberately flush it from the bushes. This year Mrs.Elepailo
was not counted.

overhead the trees were alive with flutterings and soft twitterings. We could
see tiny forms etched against the sky and moving swiftly through the foliage, but
shapes and call notes for most Drepanids are much alike. Until light touched their
plumage or they burst into song, we could not count these, either. Two flew from
a tall ohia tree, then three mors, the sunlight turning their bodies crimson. TWe
charted five Apapanc (ah-pah-pah'-nay) in imitation of their song. lost native
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d names are phonic renderings of the birds' songs or callc.). Were
) papanes? A sweet trill was cut short by a loud "chee-onk” from a neighs=
ring trees. Charted, two Amakihi (Ah-msh-lee'-hee). The rest had flown on.

lore moved in as we proceeded down the wide trail, which we could chart. Part
were identified by sonp, part by glimpses of their flashing colers, and part by
their flight patterns - the short sprint from tree to tree of the green and yellow
Amakihi, the higher, slower, undulating flight end bleck and white underplumage of
the Apapane, the steep zoon upwards, quick down-swoop of the Iiwi (ec-ce'-vee),
the steady wing~beat and long downglide of the Mynah.

A flock of brown Californie House~finches fluttered out of the giant Manele
(soap=berry) trees. Why should Finches like manele tress and Drepanids tend to
shun them? Why should so few male Finches in Hewell grow red feathers? The
Elepaios smong the brenches were not troubled by these questions, but tails up and
wings drooper ;) divided thely aeten i between the insects of the branches and
the humans below

A Japanese Pheasant whirred hast
gide., Mynohs, who had gathered in a

ey from a clump of grass by the trail-
tree where we could count them easily,
and they watech us casily, cawcd derisively. A seerlet ITiwi glimpscd us from g
feathery-leaved Mamani locust) trec and bdldly came near. Was 1t anger
or excitemont which made cry out herelly et vl o le come within a few
fect of him to wonder how a bird whi not & humming bird could be so like one.
Indecd, how mény conburies has it ¢ Drepanid family to producc humming-like
forms, finch-like parrot-beaked oncs, cross=billed ones, & nuthatch-like
on¢, and a ncar-woodpcckor?

o

We looked cerefully inte the IOLLY tops of the Koo (Hawaiian wCJQlu) trecs
gnd alonp tholy messive branghes some of theseo rarcer birds. We heard stra g¥ee)
notes sometimes ©o be BUre. Grecnish and yellowish forms- flitted herc and there
bu* %nfy passcd too guickly to i ield of the binoculars. So
any | rcnunWH forms, cspeooial. young, arc greenish and yellowish, we
Lgd to lot M go unidentificd & Even the common Amakihi we were
not always share ol , for not all Aw& cc and look alike. Better scicntists
than we have been puzzied by their
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We even Fonnd an Apepane in the brown juvenile dress. Young birds in Decem-

ber? The meogre seiontific vodords of DrcpanLu make no mention of a fall broed-

inT %'aﬁon, but sovoral Speo e ol 1ntr0ducod birds are known to breecd in the fall.
swmmor and fall have ¢y cspecially mild. Te.this the key to the

se in Dropanids this

& cluckine and scolding 1¥d The undorbrush drew ocur attention There. We could
not sec them, Bhough but o fow fect away, but counted six by ear. Then like blown
leawveos the floclk off Licthrix shirled out of the brush into o dying and hence nearly
barc, (folsc sandalwood) trec. There were ninetoen of them, the goy little
immigr who have taken : by storm. Thousgnds of the des cbnd¢ﬂJ. oi the
eriginal himdeodifpiir ileratgd ten yoars ago winter in the lowlands.

To be concluded.

Robert I. Baldwin, sccretary of the Hilo Manuiki Audubon Society, is caring
for a young owl with a broken wing. Dr. Wipperman, of Hilo, set thec wing,but
Mre. Beldwin Ffears thelt the owl after being fed so long, will he unable to foid for
itself. The Bird Park in Honolulu hes exprossod its willingness to take the bird

thig proves to be the cagos



THE HAWAITAN BIRD SURVEY OF 1935-37
by George C. Munro. Continued
from last issue.

BIRD PROTECTION

Editor's llote: The reader should understand that the migratory birds listed
below are protected not only by the Migratory Bird Treaty Act, whose provisions
extend to the Territory, but are also protected, as are the non-migratory birds, by
a year-long closed season imposed by bhe Board of Agriculture and Forestry, whose
rn“]u*s have the force of law. However, the open seasons on these birds still re-
on the statute books of the Territory, a seemingly illogical state of affairs,
1 occasionally lead to misapprehensions, as when a local magazine last year
printed the open seasons on all birds as stated in the law, not as listed correctly
in the booklet issued by the Board of Agriculture and Forestry.=- Galls)
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Bird lovers are combining to hawe the kolea removed from the list of game birds.
To have it and others permencntly protected and sanctuaries provided. If we can get
protection and sanctuaries for the migratory birds and a banding system established,
the study of thesc birds and stragglers will be much advanced. Sentiment alone
should give the plover protection. It makes one of the most wonderful of bird mie
grations, from the Arecbic in Alaska where it redars ite young to the extreme south
of the South Island of New Zealand. The American golden plOVbT, of which the kolea
18 a variety, is under protection in the mainland sgtate The Eastern Golden Plover
or Pacific Gelden Plover, our Koleda, is proteccied oy 1aw in Hew Zealand. Thy
should such a bird bthat is invalusble to asgriculture and grazing intercsts not be

provected here?

Rirds which I recommend for protection arc:

The Hawaiian Crow, Alala (un *vus tropicus). A very intorcsting and harmless
bivd.
Hawaiian Hawle, I (Butco solita rlus) Peceds principally on rats; also cats

‘‘‘‘‘‘ i

e
caterpillars and spiuors. May at times attack poultry. :
Short-carcd owl, Puc (qua acciptrinus sandvic QHGID) Feeds mainly on mioce.

5 1 0CPCEECE GuiLl ing mice invasions. ocldom attaecks poultry.

Turnstone, ke (Arcnuriu intcrpres interpres). Anothor wonderful migrant
that goes as far south as New Zoaland and has beon round breeding as far north as
Nova Zembla and Wreangell Island.

Pic Golden Plover or Fastern Golden Plover, Kolca (Pluvialis dominica
An invaluable bird for duatroying insects uud paterplllars. e
rin§ Tattlen, Wlili (H0t<r)uaiun incanus). Another very interesting bird
in Alaske has very scldom boon founde. M

e
whose nest Hgrates over the Pacific and

gtragziles & oW ucal%nd.

S a8 1
Sanderli: Hunskai (Crocethia alba). Anyonc who has watched this little bird
follow on “tl of & receding weve on the beach would feel a pride in it, and
that t the best protection.

@ 1
lew ((fumenius tahiticnsis), the Hawaiian Kioca. The sport
it S“OOEiﬁE this asses with shooting the plover over decoys from behind
blinds. The birds are so easily killed that it can hardly be celled sport.
Knudsen's Stilt, Aco or Kukuliaco (Jlnaptopup himantopus knudseni). A very
finc endemic bird which should not be allowed to bocome OXbLinct OF oven rarce
Mudhen, Alac ula (Gallinula chlorppus sanvicensis). A fine bird also in danger
of becoming rare :
Black=-crowned Night Herom, Aukuu (Nycticorax nycticorax hoa etli ), An adul®
bird in full plumaege is a fine looking crature. et e
Spoonbill Duck, Kaloa Moha (%nattlu clypeoata).A romarkeble duck. It uscd to
come here in numbors, but it is now reduced to wery smell flocks.
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Pintail Duck, Kaloa Moha (Anssacuta). This fine duck is also much reduced in
or and we could well afford To protect those that still come.

White or Salmon-tailed Tropic Bird, Bos'n, Koae (Phaethon lepturus). An odd
and beautiful bird. It often flies scross an island and is then a tempting shot for
a wandering sportsman. There is a skin in Bishop museum shot that way. I rescued
the body and found in its neck a long narrow bill-fish folded in three lengths. The
head and one bend which were in the stomach were partly digested. The rest of the
fish was unaffected.

In my numerous pleas for protection for the birds I have generally stressed the

coonomic part as mostlikely to receive atbention. A gresb deal might be said for
other aspecte. Scientifiec research is of great valvey, Seemingly trivial discoveries
sometimes point to others of great values to human welfare. I think any gain to
scicntific knowledge is a gain to the civilized world. Any loss to it is a loss to
humanity.

No onc guestions tLﬂ call of the aesthetic in the singing and graceful,finely
colored birds. But few think of the plea seeing large flocks of wild birds
w the water oF on tho w1ng, Proteotion of our shore birds would bring this within
our reach. Sentiment also should be open to appeal. Who of old-time residents
dﬁ‘% now fccl g plessure in the sell of whe ChLWuSC devie @r even the cry of the
Cﬂl’v of the Kolea on its return? Who of these but would be
shorc birds beocome numerous again? We cannot do much for

. we can shbillmeke these a joj . And we wonder that all
these yoarg we have allowed the bird th t 1s mosc valuablc to the interests thsmt
arc the basis of our prosperity to be ruthlessly shot in the name of sport. 1 have
; seen the kolca shot over docoys, but I once shot rock pigeons as they came in
to drink at a water tank. It was not sport. Wo have importcd toads to do the work
these birds might have donc.  Toads cannot appeal to our aesthetic tastes or senti-
mental feelings. They are in some ways harmful, and probably cannot do the work as
well ms the &OlU~ that does no harm.

Our Dclegate to Congress is giving every ald to the causec, and since writing
the sbove has brought to notice that in the House of Representabives, Deccmber 21,
1937, Mrs Iglesias introduced a bill "To oxtend the provisions of the Act to aid the
States in wild-1ife restoration projecta...to tho District of Columbia or any Terri-«
tory or posscssion of tho United States."

The sad part of it is that the swerm of birds that originally filled the forests
and kept the injurious -to-iorost inscets in cheek arc gone. These birds were pore
foctly harmless to agriculturc or any of the pursuits of man. Their places will now
be filled by imported birds, most of them in gome way harmful to industry. The
! thrush and cardinal have both been chsrged with doing somc damage. The
little white-cye will sproad the Christmas berry tree (Schinus torcbinthifolius)
over the country and it may become as bad a weed as lantana, which the mynah was so
abused for spreading. This is not intended as a condemnation of any of these blrds.
Their usefulnoss may groatly exceced their harmfulness, as is true of the mynah. The
work that the kolea might have done without doing a wvestige of damuvu to any work of
nan cannot be done by the toad on the large open pasturcs. The Kolea has been shot
devn unmercifully by sportsmen who decoy it within gunshot of blinds behind which
they hide. It is not givon even a sporting chance, which is hardly fair sport. The
flocks h@mwve thereby beon torribly roduced.

cannot be recalled, but we can do something to
'tco If woc can proteet the kolea and sct in-
QW“T]’G going to find out if it is safe on its journcys north and south and whilst
1 Alaska roaring its young. We con protect what birds arc left unprotected and
makc sanctuarics for thom wherc nc shooting at all is allowed. TWe can encourage a

Thege things have been done and
reomedy tqc errors bofore it is tob 1
S
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gentiment for the protection of birdse This in fact 1s now meking good progress.
The introduction of now birds by the Hul Manu is now helping this. More and more

le are receiving pleasurce from feeding wild birds and cncouraging them to be une
.d of humans. Junior Audubon Clubs have boen formed in Hilo and it scems likely
chis movemont will spread.

LORIN GILL writes to Miss Hatch, "esein Des Moincs ...I made the acqu%intancc
of sovoral Bob-White, Starlings and ALQ—Wlnde Rla Lli ls. I was walking through a
field on the oubskirts of Des Moines, when I accidenmtally flushed a Bob-White. I

felt rathor pleased that I was ableo to recognize its call - and mimic it successe
ully. The rod-wingod blackbirds, which I ran across in Glondale Cemctery, behaved
n & robhor peculier mamnor. Unlike the sterlings, which would merely sit and cackls,
the blackbirde would swoop dowm on me from all uLdos, cawing - or whotovor sound thoy
did moke - incessantly. Thoy followed mo from tree to trec, or rather, thoy flew #Z
Trom troe to treo while I walked on the ground, flashing back and forth over my hoad
as though thoy wanted to show me something - and thoy did! Every time I would stop

P
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to look at uh’ several of the closest would alight on some branch, conspicuously
in my viow ‘3 spread their wings, showing to the utmost the very little color they
WOrc with. Their vanity was almost ludicrous.

MeseRoally, the only birds we got a chance te study in this part of the country
(Wow York), weoro those at the Brounx Zoo. The outdeor "colloction"was much inferior
to Kapiolami Park, but those which thoy hed in the "Jowel Box" WPIC qui%c something
olses Thoy had the secarleot and the d cocks~of=-tho~rock, quotzals, umbrella ulrd

toad of ycllow around his oyos, and with a plumc llkc
on mynahs like ours, hill mynahs, indigo

o snow-whitc mymah with bluo in

an cgret's, numerous humming-birds, con

sugar birds with buff wings, ﬂpd red, black, and gold calistes from northorn South
America, and of awl things,; & Japancso nlll-r0“ 1l

MeesOno day whon wo wore aboul to ecnber the Motropoliten Musoum of Art, wo
noticed, directly across the Dfreet, the headquarters of the National Audubon Society.
You can imagine how we felt when we saw the i ture of our house Mrs Cogswell had
taken. The gentlemen who tOO’ us in hand seemed to have no difficulty in recalling

‘s colored films - I think

your nams, and he was very much interested in Mws* PCIWTx
he would like to add them to the Society's library.”

AUGUST BIRDWALK. Sunday, August 11, found 17 members and gues
Poamoho trail. Weather was so >xocpflﬁr~1 Thatt no vain fell, &
threads its way through several miles of tropical rainforest.

A score or more of fricndiy L]epﬂ*@@ often with talls cocked jauntily over
backs, were gcattered at frequent intervals along the path. Another native Hawailan
bird often seen and heard was the Amakihi; identified by gently curved bill, olive=
egrecn back and yellow underpartse. The most abundent species of the forest was the
similarly colorcd, but smeller, white~eye, easily recognized by the circlet of white
feathers around the eye.

Melodious whistles of Japanese Hill Robins were very frequent from the lush
mountain sides below the trail. Several of these shy songsters were secn; pink bills
proved teo be the best field marks, but the yellowish fhroats and orangec breast mark
of adult males were also noted. The bird highlight of the day for many pcople, how-
ever, was the brilliantly-hued Apapane A iaVOLLGC setting for this scarlet, white
and black bird was the rcd-“]orl rod tops of the abundant Ohia Lehua trees.

% The wealth of tropical rain forest pant life; thimble-berriecs eaten to reple=-
tions superb scenery c]ivn&vf‘rQ by the wide expanse of mountains, valleys, ocean, sky
and clouds from the crest of the trail hig h above Punaluu, whero the wind roared
strong enough to blow onec dovm: - those were the thrills to compensate for the fatigue
of those who had walked too far by day's end. Moboring down through the pineapple
Plantations to Wahiawa and home, one had the feeling of returning from a visit to an
ecorie, delightful world. =~ John S Webb.

ts enjoying a day on
Ithough this trei

-
L

-
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BIRD NOTES: JOHN WEBB REPORTS: Vhiteé~tailed Tropic Bird: Three seen circling above
Sacred Falls on July 27, at intervals during & 4 hour period. August 8, six noted
at same place. Do they nest somewhere on the precipitous sides of the upper can-
yon? (Editor watched one circle above Manoa Uka on the Tantalus side for nearly
half an hour on August 10 - have they been seen farther up the valley, or does any-
one know where or if they nest in Manoa?)

COIMODORE GORDON ROWE writes from Seattle: "Just about a month ago I turned the
cormand of Midway Island over to Captain R. W. D. Woods and have returned to my
home in Seattle awaiting retirement. I'm sure I have left the birds in good hands
eeol did not finish the banding as I had about 100 bands left that I wanted to put
on the most vigorous gooney chicks at the last minute. I did band the albino chick
and asked the 14th W.D. Public Relations officer to give the existence of the bird
wide publicity so no nitwit might shoot it if it came near a steamer. It was fair-
ly docile. I sent Mr. Munro a picture of it.

"I became very attached to the birds on Midway and probably made myself somec-
what unpopular in my efforts to protect them. It fell to my lot to do something
about the dogs. I destroyed about two-thirds of them. They all ought to be re-
moved from the island as every so often a couple go berserk and kill a score or so
of goonéys. All wires, etec., should be put under ground and as the vegetation
increases, small landing strips left for the gooneys. Of course their greatest
enemy is man, but I have hopes that with the future the type that would deliberate-
ly kill a gooney will not be found in the navy.

"Incidentally I monthly checked up - from the air - on conditions on Kure'
and Pearl and Hermes. Once or twice on Laysan and Lisianski; all appeared all
right cxcept birds seem less plentiful on Kure'. VWhen and if they get plenty of
1080 rat poison, I suggest dropping several hundred pounds of rat-food poisoned,
and try to eradicate the rats. I had apparently scored a decisive victory over
the beasts on Bastern and was doing fairly well! on Sand Island.

"0On the advanced bases such as Midway, the birds are a real moralc Pactor.

The gooncy on Midway is in particular e great help in this regard.

"Again, pleoasc accept my resignation from the Society. With cvery best wish.
(signed) Gordon Rowe, Cormodore, U. §. Wavy. P.S. I turned the banding over to
Licutenant Moffett, the air-sec reserve officer. G.Re.e"

CORRECTION NOTE: The August issue, by a typographical error, was numbered Vol. 7,
Nos 8. This should have recad Vol. 7, No. 2.

OCTOBER ACTIVITIES:

Bird Walk. October 13, to Kaelepulu Pond. Mcet at the Library of Hawaii at 8:30
A, M. Shore birds arc coming in now in numbers, so we should have a goodly count.
If timc permits we will drive on to Kahuku.

Mecting: October 21, Monday, at 7:30 P. M., at the Library of Hawaii. Mr. Thomes
T, ieGuire will talk on the Kilauca arca of Hawaii, from which he had just returned.
(¥fr. McGuire waes unable to be with us for the Scptember meeting, as previously
announced. )
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