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A CHRISTMAS BIRD CENSUS IN HAWAII
By Helen Shiras Baldwin
(Continued from October)
We had finished the mile long trail throush the Kipukas and left
it regretfully. The twitterings and chirpings faded into the distance
as the feminine half of our party trudged over the more recent lava and
its scrubby growth which encircled the Kipuka. The male half repaired
with the autos to the Military Camp for a look around. Pukeawe (Hawaiian
heather) berries brightened the knee-high brush. The taller aaliil
ghrubs were heavy with winged fruit. Compositae seedg floated by on
white parachuted. There were inSects aplenty, tovo, but no blrds exceapt
a few finches and an occasional Amakihi. The banquet was spread but
where were the guests? Indirectly or dircectly man had destroyed them
or driven them away. How long must we wait for new forms to develop
to £ill the old placcs, or will impatient man gather ready-madc ones
Promothe s oy ecemerstel Ble wor 07

These thoughts made us & 1ittle sad and we were glad to eross into
the pasiure oplimistically pallcd "Wolcano Coll Oourse? , and listen io
the soaring Inelish Skylarks, The Boy Seoud whe mioificially jolned 18
and who ligtened Lo Ghe Skyvierks for the Tirse Lime was disappoinced
and eclalmed that the Thrushes 1in tho lowlards aive bevter. We sgrecd
bt reminded bim that Shaclley never heard the Spectaclicd Hhpudn,  More
Filuehes and Mynehs weie here, e golitary love, A very Tow Plovory, Yhere
there might have been hundroeds, two turnstoncs in an adjolning plowed
field where two score might have picked up a good living with profit
to the farmer.

We turped back dinto dhe ohia serub egain, VWhy fnclude this all
but birdless reglon® 1t 18 Lypleal sountiey, 10r there dre thousands
of geres of 11T in Haweil.  [Iun 8 lend wliere perpedual Chinge 1o the
order of the day it may some day become alive with song and feathers.

The waiting autos toock us to the east brink of Kilauea Iki (Little
Kilauca) Crater, a subordinate crater to world famous Kilauea and
Euwe Wle icampai slol e e el s cesei el i e e e s g il e
rein-ftorest, nireculoudgly withont rein, The dall oliila Troes wore rod
with bleoom and full of the neeiar loving Apapane and Amekihi and even
a Tew of the rarer Iiwl. How could we chart them all - catech the split
seconds when sunlight turned gray birds into vivid red, green, or
vellow, op gateh indiwidual bird wotea? We did our best but The huaman
eye: 18 not guick encugh, and the crude humar e8ry suenle %o be Unablo Lo
distinguish the individual sources of more than four or gix identicel
sounds given simultancously. The tree-ferns, undcr-ferns and vines
were 8o denge that a man ecould have stoed srect a fow feet on elither
side of the trall and we not seen hin., Why try to census this all buil
imposaible rain-Tforest &t all? It is typical. It lies in s wide band
like a thick garment about the winward slopes of Hawail's mountains.
In blossom-time it harbore native birds by the thousands.
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The variely of clirppinee, surelines, wWaistlihes and trills helped
us distingulsh lndiwvwiduals, Tor 17 there are now Iew spocics o Drepe-
nidg their versatility helps compensate for the loss of others. The
nerrow swath the trail put through the interleced vines, shrubs and
tree-ferns and the steep slope of the Crater.

A new nole trought vwe to a sudden 2top. For the nexy bhall bour
We tried but falled o glimpes "his shyness®™ gr hear hiy 8ing a8 he
preceded us down tho trail, Several times he ecould hot hawc bheon more
than a few yards away. But we have seen him other times and swo of
our party kncew him well., No other bird in Hawail has a call-note like
that of tho Omeo (Haweli Thrush) .

Tho "eneme™ callod pear e, 100, @9 2t other Uimos 11 Th.5 graton
but a5 usual bid Himscll oF hepeelt, - Our offorts (o bpiig him to pall
brought only & scolding malo 1iwi dow near us while the "enipgma®™ gtill
trilled neer by, 10 was 6 Drcpenid pote uh moade by whieh Drepanid?
The Yonigna™ SULEL TL16y 00d calls Unsdontificoantd uwnekertold -thpough
the rain-forest. Some day we will cateh up with him. (A later note
Trom Mrs, Baldwin shows that this proved to be an accoustical reinforce-
ment of the Apapanc's song.)

Ye ‘Biepped oub Lh Clie hot sunliehe of the grater Tloor, & wasve of
rooont Leve thinly seelicrcd with buflios 9pd courecoous yaoung troes.,
No birds hore today, bub Theo foresicd walle sehoed wilh ©heir gonge and
chowed flashes of then in filipght.  Dometimes one scos Plover 1n Kilauea
ki or Hawks or an Owl and in summcr the snowy Koac (White-Tailced
Trople=Bird). Bubl we gaw none of thesc and slowly climbed the eight
hundred oot Weatern oide of the Urafce,

ThL wee dricr hore,  “Wiluano Countizy™, of Wioes thore bre thousands
of ‘Gieveos in Hawali, Tor &8 lave sSerut grows older this 18 Wit grrows
thore.,  Thoe proporivion of Amokihi and Elepoie to fApapanc was highor
hore,  Gnee we hoard another of the reve Uhmue.  Twiec We GRought Wo
gow negbs, but who can bo surc through ihe donse sparl of uluhe wiges
erme

Along fhe rim of the Crotor {the pounitry eheligod sreduslly back %o
roln-forcet, wet even on 0 fdry day; el and beaytitul,  Nearly all
birde bul tho ever-singlng Apdbans woro filent now,. We worc sSoon baeck
Lo oUl -Gal's; Loty thirsoy and -Bullery, Dlit- COLLERt. - OUF-precious lotoe
which we compared and checked over nmay lack scientific wvalue but they
were fun to btake. Perhaps our nost important achlevenent was to win
the unselielted gorient of our Doy SCouL ZUssSt!

Moeoe! I didn"t Know you could have #¢ muech tun jusn looking atb
bliede "

Anywey., we owill ell be back, tie boy Scout fnoluded, for next
year'!s census.

SEPTEMBER BIRD WALK.

Sundey, Septenber 14th saw twelve nenbers of the Hawall Audubon
Society start off on a hike to Palchua in the Waianae nountains. How-
ever, the hike tupned oub 1o Do drive, for dueg o the indusiry of the
arrmed forces, a road now leads all the way up to the ridge to which we

used to hike.
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At the top the party separated. Some stayed there on the ridge
where the view over "aianae and surrounding country was fine. Others
walked along the ridge; this group saw a few elepalos, and thought they
heard an amakihi, A few land shells were spotted and gathered by one
interested member.

Then the rain began, and as it showed no promise of stopping with-
in the next twelve houru, we decided enough was enough, and came down
from our high place, with a very poor haul of birds to our credit,

NOTES ON THE BLACK-FOOTED AND ILAYSAN ALBATROSSES
By George C. Munro

During the last few months there has been mention in the local
Press of news concerning the Black-footed and Laysan Albatrosses. The
firet was of a blackfooted albatross (Diomedia nigripes) coming ashore
on the islemd of Oahu. - This bird was found by Willlem Albee Jnr. on
Apridoll C104E . sn the beouch el Kalllise It had landed heavily, scoring
a furrow in the sand and was sitting a few feet from the spot when
diseovered. Young Albes ook 1t heome and hendled 16 garetully but 10
died next day. He agreed to present the spoccimen to the Bishop Museum
if I would prepare and proegerve the skin.

T made a carcful exemination of the body. Judging from all evi-
dence I wolilld say it was & young bird, probably or lawb scason's brood
arnd Hot brecding thigs soascn. 10 Wis ,XLTCuLly thin but in good
feather, though the plumage scemcd to be changing., Its total lcngth
was 33 inches, wing-sprcad 6 feet 10 inches, bill 5 inches, tadl 7,
gL oee 7}, wing to first flecxture 1 foot 8 inches. Slightly gray across
the f“uc below and back of eyc, under tail coverts white below and
streaky erwn on surfacc, very little whitec showing on upper tail
coverts., Its liver was slightly discolorcd but its lungs werc in
perfect condition. The stomach containcd two small cuttle figh bills
and was coatod inside with a black liquid which almost fillcd tho
intcstincsg and drippcd from its bill. This may have been the ink of
the cuttlc fish but I ncver saw so much in any of the spceimens which
I have previously handled. The odor from the ingides wag very penoc-
trating. Thore werc no bruises on the body and I could sce no evidence
lnﬂu’”tlﬂ( the cause of its doath, though 1t evidently camc ashorc to
dic. This is the first instance I have known of this spocics landing
o Galius

Some Sea birds habitually seek the shore when they sense approach-
ing death. I have known several cases of the red-footed booby coming
ashore on Oahu to die when their fecathers had bocome matted with oil,
This is the only species I have seen so affected. One wonders if
something attracts this bird causing it to dive into patches of 0il
floating on the surface of the water.

The other was a report of a pure albino Laysan albatross ghick
(Diomcdia imutabilis) which was thriving on Eastorn Island of the
1idway Group. 1% was sent by Commodore Gordon Rowe to the Fublic
Tnfermation Offise, 1l4th Naval Distriet, Pearl Hapbor, June ld, 1946,
and given by it to the Press., The idea was 1To make it public and
known that the bird was under obscrvation and protecetion and loss
likely to be molestcd. Commodorc Gordon Rowe had proviously kindly
furnished me with photographs of this intorcsting bird. It was bandecd
and it 48 hoped that 1t will maturec uafcly and be reported agaln in the
I ee




1 had recorded 1n “"Birds of Hewsii'™ another instarnce of a pure
slbino of this species seen by Captalin Cook on Laysan Island in the
1880s., I did not see the bird myself but was %told of it by the Captain.
Captain Cook was one of the picturesque 0ld sea Captains who fre- -
quontod the Horolulu waterfront in the early 1890s. He claimed that
it wags information given by him that caused the Honolulu Fertilizer
Company to start operations on the guano deposits on Laysan. One day
in June 1891 there was an interesting assortment of these 0l1d Salts
ashore at Laysan: Captains George Ercuth o, D. Walker, Berry.and
Cook: besides an officer of the Japanesc Ndvy who had taken the highest
examinations his country afforded and Wd travelling to gain experience.
He was one of the erew of the "Mary Foster”" which was carrying guano
ner Homol

It 18 gratifying te hawe in the "Blepalo" the fine and accurase
acoount given by Mrs, Moir of the dance by the pair of Laysan alba-
trosses on Kausl. This 1s what we want from all the islands, rccords
of any unusual actionsg or appcarance of birds, It is hoped that this
pair will start a breeding colony on the sandhills at Koloa, evidently
an’' old nesbing place of this species,

- ou bt vyt o

BTRDS ON MOLOKAI
by Manning Richards

T am writing this account of the birds I saw on Molokai becausec I
think some of you Elepaio readers might be intercsgted in the bird life
on That lalanus

As T stepped off the plane T novleed @ puce, or Fevelian owl, fly-
ing owver the airpert, I waiched him for a fow minutes, and alter
gircling for a few minutes he landed on what was cvidently a nest, for
he made ecvoral tripe. I didn't bother him, On the way Up To Puu
Eolen, whore I gtayed, T sew only six more birds, all of theom owlsl
i didn't peo my fitey dovp tntil two daye leter. 14 wac & barred dove.

As Taroe I know, thome is wery litftle imported biwyd life on
lolokel, &Aveh the familiar mynah bird and English gparrow wercn't
prosent. However, in the heights of the Fast End mountains (4967 fcot,
higheot oXoyouion, comparcd v Mount Laulﬂ’“ 4100 feoet) I saw what
lookcd like an amakihi, but which may have becn the Molokal Akepa.

T didn't go on any hikes with bird hunting in mind, but the silence
struck me as odd. All I could hear was cricket-chirping and rarely,
Ldu chirp of the mmall green bird I was unable to identify.

i
i

This lack of imported bird life probably mcans that a good deal
of o0ld Hawaiian bird life still coxists in the remote parts of the
jelend., If I ever go there again, T will meke it & point to look for
these birds.

The west ond of Molokai is cveon more desolate. The only birds I
caw therc werce boobics that nested in the rocky cliffs and offshore
iglands, That lack of birds had me pretty woll baffled,

However, I've got the "Where-arc-the-birds-on- Molokai¥ ehallongoe
in my blood, Bo next sunmep L'm really going Yall out" for birded
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MR. DEAN AMADON writes from the American Museum of Natural History:
«s« The book of Delacour and Meyr on FPhilippine birds has rinally
appeared and as I feel that many there in Hawaii may be interested in
it, you and the editor may be willing to insert the enclosed review in
some future number of the Flepaio. I suppose that Macmillan will
offer the book for sale through some of their Honolulu outlets.

"T am just back from a month and a half collecting and studying
in Mexico, but hope to get back to work on the study of Hawaiian birds
that I had under way. The Elepaio continues to arrive regularly and
reminds me of the happy days I had in Hawaii..."

Mr. Amadon's review follows:

"RBIRDS OF THE PHILIPPINES. By dJdean Delacour and Ernst Mayr. with
map and 64 line drawings. Macmillan Company. New York. 1946, 83,70

"This volume in the Pacific World Series has been delayed by the
paper shortage until most of the servicemen who might have used 1t in
the £ield have returned. Tt will still find & wide qudielice among
those interested in the remarkable bird 1life of the Philippines. The
authors have called upon their experience in various parts of Asia and
the Pacific islands and with the large collections of birds at their
disposal to analyze the origin and relationships of Philippine birds
and to determine which of ther should be vonsidered ag réaces of
varieties of wide ranging species. This aspect of their book, while
of concern chiefly to the more serious student, has permitted a simple
and coherent treatment that willl permit the beginner to identify most
of the birds encountvered in the islande. Fach specdies i desceribed
and the emphasis correctly placed first on recognition of the family
to whioch a bird belongs to facilitate identification. The reviewer
found it was comparatively easy to become acquainted with the commoner
birds of the more open areas on Luzon or the pine forests of the
Igorrote country, though without such an aid as the present handbook,
he often 41d not know their names. The birds of the lofty giants of
the jungle present greater difficulties as rain often prevents use of
binoculars and land lecches cover the observer., Yet the bird lover
visiting such Philippine rain forcsts will have unforgettablc experi-
ences: the unearthly clamor of the great hornbills echoing from some
fog-shrouded mountain or the brilliant passing of a Crimson-backed
Woodpocker through the somber aisles of the forest. As Delacour and
Mayr emphasize, the Philippines present a challenge, both to the
ecasual bird student who will often find that little has been recorded
about the habits ewven of the commoner species or to the ecxplorer or
scientists who finds in some of the morec inaccecssible mountains of
these islands one of the few remaining arcas in the world wherec now
species probably await discovery. The present cxeellont handbook
should do much to stimulate a period of renewed appreciation and study
of the pipde ot e Philiopines "

NOVEMBER ACTIVITIES:

Bird walk, November 10, to Kipapa trail. Meet at the Library of Hawaii
at Bioh 4,0,

Meebing: HNowenber 1Bth, &t 71380 PO, 1 the euditaoriuy of the
Library of Hawaii, Plans of the Christmas ccnsus will be discussed,
Other procrame 10 be announced 1laten,
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