TH B mLEPRATO
Journal of the HAWAII AUDUBON SOCIETY
Tor the Better Protection of Wildlife in Hawaii

olume' 7 Number 6 December 1946

NOTES ON SOME BIRDS OF KAUAT
By Gordon Pearsall

On September fourth, three of us, Captaiy Wirth of the U, S5, Publie
Health Service, Kenneth Ma@h}er of the U.5. Department of Acriculture, and
myself, flew to Katuai to spend a five day wacation and to do some collecting.
A sort of bus-man's holiday, s0 ©o speak. Captain Wirth made the trip es-
pecial iy o co! fee | for material for a paper on that subject.

nding at Port Allen we found the Lihue Hotel, where we had reser-
, was forty miles away in the town of Lihue., This necessitated a taxi
he hotel, which gave US & chanee Lo fee (he comntry.
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The Tirst bird seen on Kauai was the Hawaiian Owl, or Pueo (Asio flammeus
QandwwonenQ1S). It weas about nine a.m. and this owl was flying low over the
xiawe btrees surroundir th@ airport,; in Lhe bright suushine,

After gelitbing sebt
lecting about Lhe hotel

nd the morning col~ -
e afternoon.

Around the hotel the usual birds were scen., Myna White-cyes, Rice-
birds in the open grassy places, Linnets, Cavdinals, Brazilian Cafdlﬁa
Chinese doves, Barred doves and English sparrvows,

After lunch we started hiking to Waillua Palls. A friendly Filipino
picked Us up and drove 0o tae Falls The 1is was an amazing sight, three
columns of water dro ab hlerca e anto o deep moo L tHense oe

0
od ca 4;on finally emptyin

g swift stre through a wo g into the oCean near
Wailua. About er of a mile from the Talls on, run-off from the cane
Ticlds, drops @ i el nt@ tho stredm.on the left side and snother
gaarter of a mi rther on o small Sbveam on the right side drops as a small

& dimteihe
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in the canyon. The trees are mostly kukui, guava, mango,

pilia and other native flora., Pheasant or Kolshala were common along the road
and the edge of the canefields. As we looked down into the canyon we could

six White-tailed tropie birds (Phaethon lepturus dorotheae) at the base of
talle, —PTrom their ﬂctlcno,l imagined they might be breeding somewhere in
anyon. Apparently there was no way of reaching the canyon floor near the
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alls and T did not have tlwe to look Turther for a way down., In the canyon
we could hear Hill robins (Liothrix lutea) singing and see Elepaio (Chasiempis
sandwichensis gayi) fllttlng abolt.

On the hike back to Lihue several large flocks of Rice birds (Munia
punctulata topula) were scen and much to our surprise we saw two Western
meadowlarks (Sturuella neglecta) perched on a telephone erossarm. It was a
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thrill to me as 1 had not seen a meadowlark since leaving the States. The
fhet that there are no mopgoose on Kaual parbtly accounted for the numerous bird
lif\‘ .

While at dinner at the hotel I heard what sounded like the song of the
liockingbird (hiimus polyglottos). After dark I heard the same song from the
shrubbery behind the hotel. FEarly next morning I heard this song again and
following it up, I found the singer to be a very sleek looking bockingbird in
the heavy shrubbery to the side of the hotel. That evening about dusk we heard
another one singing from the shrubbery aslong the beach at Nawiliwili.

Captain Wirth had made arrangements for us to have the use of a Ranger's
cabin at Kokee for three days, which was at the head of Waimea Canyon. We de-
cided Yo rent a car for the remainder of our Shbay and te drive to Kokee.

)

While Wit ing for oup car > be brLu 16 to the hnetel, [ moved aboubt among
tho shrubbery. T saw several wish birde searehing for food. The
greenish back, yellow underpa: bill told me it was the Kausil Ama-
kihi (Chlorodrepanis vircus
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At Waimea, a smadll town a* bhs enipanee the Waimea Canyon, a stream

comes down the canyon from the m inte Gile oooqn. fepe e

saw Black-crowned night herons nyct rax hoacti) fishing in the
t‘imﬁ waber, Golden p7O" ( dominica falvg) feeding elong the shore

\iian terns (Anou hgenys) skimming the water. About

St Up the strennm-a poir of B teal (Anas discors) were flushed

from a fresh-water pool.

e rond paralleled the convon most of & 7 Bo.Kokee., 1L one @f &wo
places, one could look down into the eanyon and sce the eanyon floor about 2800
foet bic Loy, T“’o¢c bards were in the conyon, sometimes as many

twelve or n being seen at one time. AsS we ascended higher into the

mountains the
Lobelia, Sandal
home at Kokce,
o Princess!
flcwers.

"'ow nang givineg way to Koa, lehua, Pilea, Eucalyptus
Torest species. As we neared the Ranger's

“‘tractcd our attention was the Tibouchina

ecandra), a tall shrub with deep purple

cr tock us to the eabin that was to be our headquarters For the

next three days. 1t was situated in a valley on a litble mountain stream in an

Cale. ~Seon as re settled we drove over to Kilohana lookeut teo do

colleccing 1o the Koa forests. Here Kos,; lelius, Piles were predomins

Sl Sin altitude of about four thousand feet. The

' C very noisy, Many of the calls and soungs were
a

AT
U’u.v.

of Hawaii' in my camera bag. I saw

1dls, flitting ameng the Koa blossome,
S lrichs uqlpnur viellowas They lookad
e8 and they had = song much like that
I =and

meller Size distinguiched them
ling the Koa trees, along with
panis parva). Next day I saw more of

Sitting quietly on a tlle sdee ofF Gl ¢ leaving 7u the Late
afternoon sunshine 1 saw both Tiwi and Apapane omong the lehua trees. The
Liwi with their brilliant scarlet bodies, black wings and tails, and reddish-

colored inch-long sickle bills had ealls and songs almost insect-like, and
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delivered with a good deal of effort. The Apapane had bodies of rosy crimson,

lach and tails. Their shorter sickle bills and feet were black. A
characteristic was the white belly and under tail covertis,

when they flow. Young Apapane were brown with buff-colored under
song was wheczy but more musical than that of the Iiwi.

. told that the nights there wers very cool and a fire had bcen
bin fireplace. Before morning we werc hunting extra blankets
a8 1t was cocl enough that we could see cur breath in the carly morning air.

i we put on more blankets.

As the rising sun
the crowing of th

ws up the birds beecame active. From all

e iian Jungle fowl (Gallus gallus gallus).
sounded very much likc e crowing of young leshorn roosters. Occasion-
ally the cackling of hens was heard. I went down to an open- spot inm the for-
est, near the strecam which wns choked with yellow ginger (Hcdvchium flavum
Roxburgh) =nd wild nasturtiums 1 sea myself on a log near a trail coming
from the heavy forest. Soon a mals and two female jungle fowl stepped into
the open on tAr1¢ way to the stream, They foot & good deal like e fowls
Stender, r.l and ncat-oppearin The male had the head and neck
brown; cowb, ativles acs e Hantle and fcrepmrt of wings,
sh-purple; baok deep maroon; btail, metallic-gree wings, cinnamon-brown;

7 and uqd( bs, steel-blue; bill, gray; lc and feet, yellowish-white.
he naleg tic dark red on **ﬂw sh‘dlqﬂ orange-yellow on neek and mantle,
Aale mnnuie fﬁhthOWO baving o olack medicy 1ine down each her; upper parts

cinnamon-brown finely mottled w1t4 black; underpar : rTod wings,
comb and wattles, red; bill, gray-brown; legs slate-blue, The

much smallor than the males. later on I saw two cocks and two
hens on the road. Hrom o distance they head a black cud brown appearance.

(To be continued)

YORK Z00 NOT THE ONLY PLACE IN NEW YORK WHERE ONE CAN SEE BIRDS:

"T have intended to write a note which The Elepaio might use for some
, but now am prompted to do so in rebuttal to Lorin Gill's statement in
October Elepaioc thet the zoo is the only place in New York where one can

"Central Park is located in mid-town Manhatton and is completely surrounded
by ball aparvment buildings. ‘Yeb in an ares of approximestely one third squgre
mile known as The Rambles, the enthusiastic and good-visioned bird lover can
dur the courcse of the year. During TWhe spring,
to Teed and rest on their way north, and The Rambles
: with flas ",u of colour and thersongs of the lovely little birds.  1In
salilethe lelker mnd reservolreare “GPCL pifc‘s for many kinds of ducks
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"For Lhe New Yorker who wents £ 20 a 1itile Farther afield, there are
many other rewarding spots, Jones Eﬂﬁch, shour o5 midlesatron e ey ot an
= :

excellent place to observe shore birds on their migretion, and Point Lookout
is the home of & large Tern colony.

Win- e f371 mvpy bird ers go to Van Cortlandt Park - also in New York
City - to watch the flights of hawks which come down along the ridge on their
way south.




"iiy brother who is a morc knowing birder than I am, tells me that an
\ctive person who devotes a rcasonsble amount of time to bird walk, can see
b;tv sen 250 and 290 species of birds in and around New York City in the course
Of il wenny
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'"One recent event of considerable interest was the successful nesting of
two duck hawks on a ledge on the sixteenth floor of the St. Regis Hotel in the
midst of Manhattan's skyscrapers. Two young birds were hatched and safely re-

noved.

"So you can see that New York City is not completely devoid of interest to
the bird lover,"

Silngere v
ROGER B. ORESMAN.

OCTOBER BIRTWAIK,

Everything looked so refresh
Getigper o m Gho Ut oF ;
day twelve very fortunate
Pond to sec solle S8a blrum.
birds were very cheerful and

aftor Ghio poin, 2nd especially, on

1sects, and birds seemed happy. On this

15 met at the Library to ge to Kaelepulu
‘ ideal day o be outdoors. HEven the city
As we sat along thc cement curb at the
Library, we saw mynahs, English sparrows and barred doves pd]ng on the Library
crounds. Barred doves are always so peaceful and lrlenuly. They were busy
minding their own business as though to tell us humsns to do the same if we
want to be happy and peaceful. This harmonious atmosphere so conveniently
attracted our attention that all of us got into the respective cars with the
Toelage of Soratibude 0 berable B9 cn iy shch ticehes,

The drive along upper Nuuanu Avenuc was exciting - the most beautiful drivo-
way with waterfall and ponds, whiff of ginger 1rLﬁr‘ncp, and occasional chirp-
ine oft eavdinals, cparrows, and mynahg send very faintly the most wonderful

gymphony of the coolng of the barred doves, thc ruotllnb OF the leaves, and the
Ilppllng of the water.

m

The majestie Pali always looks zZood, ©She gives strength and a wonderful
feeling of being alive., The birds flyineg in the valley as we looked down from
the top of Pali Road secmed to be at home without the army tents.

After some confusion we lost only two persons. We hoped that they had had
just as wonderful birding as we did,

As we opproached Kaelepulu Pond we were quite concerned about the filling
in of the surreunding areas aznd the lack of birds Gntil we saw our first Kolea,
Colden pleover, 0 wae feeldlmo in s meebneo A blle cap approaclicd, 1L 00K
flight, uttering its alarm whistle, and allghted a few feet away out of danger.

Bveryone was excited and watched for more birds, The kiawe or algaroba,

cocenut and hau trees were full of barred doves, lnglich Sparrows, mynshs,
and Kentueky cardinals. As we went into the pasture toward the dam we heart

lound cny,s Mo ven Feap thaa e Noosp?il Mighan e ol S Woh = inene hies i 5 -
a very interesting looking bird. STILT." Two of them were walking along the
shallow woter looking for something to eat, It's always exciting to see the
stilt's black and white body with long pink legs. A black-crowned night heron
came rushing out of the bushes and scared Gthem away., With a loud alarm call
they flew grecefully away to a more secluded spot,.



As we approached the mud flats we were thankful that we saw pver 100
stilt, but quite disturbed about the very few plover. UWe hoped that nothing
serious had happened to their migration., We were so much interested in the
flights of the turnstones and the flocking of the coots that we almost missed
the bird in the air. How can anyone miss such steady, graceful flight as that
of the frigate bird! It soared across the sky with motions of contentment,

We watched it until it flew behind the mountains,

"No tattler?" ZEveryone was combing the flats for a sight of a tattler,
then, behold, a duck! No oné was able to identify it, We looked carefully for
others, but it seemed to be enjoying the solitary life among turnstone, stilt,
coot anc tattler, Yes, we heard the Ulili whistle, We looked toward the
direction of the call and sure enough, there it was, a solitary wandering
tattlcr.,

We wanted to stay here longer, but Kahuku was calling us., After a leisure-
ly lunch watching the mynahs and barred doves in the coconut trees and listen-
ing o the plover and stilts calling from Lhe flats, Six of us drove throush
the numerous picturesque spots of windward Oahu. We heard gun shots as we
approached the pond and were guite conecerned. It was wonderful to count 216
coot and 26 stilt among turnstones, tattlers, plovers, barred doves, and mynahs,
but most touching sight here was to wateh two gallenules and two coots pruning
and enjoying their monopoly of two small islands., They were having a splendid
time unaware of awounded stilt on one of the islands., Its left ‘wing was broken.
At Tirst we did not notice anything for even with this mishap it was so graceful
and quiet that after we' noticed that it had not moved for quite some time, we
looked carefully, and sure enough it was suffering from a broken wing., We felt
g0 helpless standing there watching the bird. Our only hope was that the
injury was an accident and not a deliberate shooting of the hunters.

The time was creeping up on us, s0 we reluctantly got into the car and
headed for home. We enjoyed the beautiful drive along Waimea and Walalua Bays.
At Wheeler Fiecld we stoppcd to listen for skylarks, with no luack.

Who can ask for a betteor way of spending a Sunday? We were all thankful
= i - [
and happy to have had this opportunity.

HOWARD L. COGSWELL writes: "Here at long last is going to be a letter from
someone you thoughi had forgottcn about the Islands, I'1ll bet. Really, I
haven't though. ..

"First off, we all went on a tour of the country this summer - like so many
thousands of others - but for one definite reason: I had a scholarship to the
Audubon Nature Camp in Maine and the Audubon Nature Center in Connecticut, both
provided by the National Society plus their local Los Angeles Branch. e paid
for Bessie (Mrs. H. L.} to attend the same sessions and so are now a pretty well
informed couple on conservatbtion as it is practiced in New England, at least.

The Maine camp, ecspecially, was pretty wonderful and we had one swell time there
besides learning a lot of worthwhile things. Paid our first visits to breeding
colonies of oceanic birds on islands in Muscongus Bay. There on the North Atlan-
tic coast the commonest bird is the Herring Gull with a "yuckel, yuckel, yuckel!
call nete, perfectly imitated by bird imstrueter Allan D, Cruickshank. - Then
there were Great Black-backed Gulls, Common and Arctic Terns, Laughing and
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Bonaparte's Gulls, Loons, Ospreys and the American emblem bird - the Bald Eagle -
and hundreds of Black Guillemots. Shearwaters and petrels, so common in mid-
Pacific are rarities in the area we visited, but I did help band some half

dozen op c0 leacn's pebtwel= on one rocky asich,

"In the woods of sprucc and fir around camp there were at least six varic-
ties of warblers feeding well grown young out of nests when we got there. Ilost
of them were not in song, and same fall migrants werc already coming south along
the coast; but we craned our necks upwards to the trece tops until they were
gore btryingz to identify them just the same. A singing hermit thrush and a
drumming Ruffed Grouse were two of the things I wented toc see as well as hear;
the first I was successful in, the sccond I was not., And so went the two weeks,
almost before we knew it.,

"Then we went to New York City for two days and on to Greenwich, Conn.,
just over the York state line for another two week eourse. This Center is more
educational - less recreational in aspecet - and the course we took was particu-
larly strong in field research methods; but neverthecless we had a good time in
those green Eastern woodlands. California, you know, is scre and brown after
about July; but the freguent summer rains back Fast keep everything green with
luxukiant undergrowth. We did get tired of not being able to see off e great
distances, though, for there arc no mountains worthy of the name until you get
south into Virginia or north into Vermont. We passed through both of those
going and coming, but still the breoad open plains of Texas looked good to us
when we finally started across them on the way home in September..."

DECEMBER ACTIVITIES:

BIRDWALK: December 8th, to Tantalus., Meet ot the Library of Hawaii &
8:30 A.li., or at Punshou and Nehoa Streets at 8:45. ’

LEETING: December 16th in the auditorium of the Library of Hawaii at
7:30 P.il. FKlection of officers for 19.7. All members are urged to be present
and to take part in the formulation of plans for the coming year, Plans for
the Christmas count, the date of which has tentatively been set for the 294h,
will be completed.

HAWATT AUDUBGN SOCIFTY: President: Up., Gordon Pearsall, 222 Green Street;
Vice-President: Miss Grenville Hatch, 1548 wilhelmina Risey Mr. Francis Evans,
1324 Royal Circle; Secretary-Treasurver: Mrs. Blanch A, Pedley, 3770 Sierra Dr.,
Honolulu 17; Editor, The Elepaio, Miss Charlotta Hoskins, 3212 Iloulu Street,
Honelulu 54, Howaid,

Dues $1.00 a year



