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SUMMARY OF RESULITS OF THE HAWAITAN BIRD SURVEY

By George C. Munro

(Editor's note: Mr. Munro's HAWAITAN BIRD SURVEY 1935-37 appeared in THE
BLEPAIO, July - October numbers, 1946.)

The Bayaiian Bird Survey of 1935-1937 is now corplcted. The object, to getb
up~-to-date information on the state of the bird life of the Tc‘?itory, has been
fairly well acedl C I have given details of the various trips and also yearly
summaries, sc will now sum up in very few words.

In my mind it has been shown conclusivmlv 'hﬂt introduced disease has been the
main- factor 1n the decrease of Lhe passerine birds.

'he survey has shown that of the endemic birds, those having a fair chance of
gurvival are: 1le one spe ” th S COf“uS, three species of fly-
catchers, Chasiempls; Six nididae, with one species in
each of Vertiaria and Hime of the Hawaiians, and seven
species of amakihi, {or - ~) Ghior drepanis Lcur of Loxrops:

four of Paroreomyza, and
duck Anszs and stilt Hin
thxzvath

1e hawk, uuteo 7oose Nesoclien, the
are gone or are likely to go are
13 genera with drepanididae, two genera with five species
cf Mel ,da&, viz. the kioea Chaetopbils, lOMW~c1i1ncL and the four famous feather-
cloak ooc Acrulocercus. The genus Phaeornis with six species; and the one species
of the '11V Rallaidae, the long-extinct moho rail (Pennula millgi, )
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U couree : e that some of thes
may hold on for some time and some may cven ine
experience I much doubt if any of them will &

think we shal

.
e
rease o &;L"}vtu

birds that I think will disappear
¢case again. But judging from pas
g r even eventually survive, I
be fortunate if we can save alli of the first list and have them in-
like their former numbers.

To make sufficient investigation as to whiech birds are really extinct would be

t
a long and expensive work. It could, however, be gradually done and other objects
gserved as well by adopting the first of the following recommendations.

For the care and study of the birds I recommend the permanent employment of a
professional ornithologist. Preferably a local youth after taking a fall -ecurse in
ornithology, and already scquainted with the peculiarities of our fauna and flora,
to give most of his time to field study.
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Adeguate bird quarantine regulations.

Government ali-time protection for all birds, including all migratory birds,
t introduced game birds and any that may prove very harmful.

where needed; such as the whole shoreline of
are under Government control.

shore isla: shore lagoon sanc-

aben to cover up the

Introduced pian
5, and this

nterprelline the passerine bird proteclion
tlou, as was done in the 20 years
and research would have been
have died of disease, The birds

M.

3 Cetvober 1946, "It is directed that insofar as
over or in March land, Bay areas and other com-
: gi80 such & manner as to cause minimum
the hunt1na season, Low

mOL; h\;uulh OL T»’w':’ 1
disturbance of birds

1y or firing over Distriect Dis-
tribution: 21 /

appreciate it if you would
California,  That 38
and you are all invited to
1 California where the Cardinal
to you of Oahu who have two kinds
y listed bere altogether, thouzh,
.Jli@~t&ilud Kites, Hgrets, Chats,
Best vegards," HOWARD L. COGSWELL.
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NOTES O SOME BIRDS OF KAUAT
By Gordon Pearsall
(Continued from Deccmbor)

ﬁcopg the treecs at the edge of the clearing
calyptus were the common trees. Some Sequois had
1 Among the Koa and Lehua
flocks and Anianiaus. I no-
of the States. They slinmbed
ehipping note. They often

about s
bﬂcp planted about the cabin and were doing very wel
litted Iiwis, Apapanes, Amskihis, Whitc-eye I
tleeu two birds *”QL reminded me of the Erow
trees nd branches uttering
unﬂ ths f;' g;ﬂ@ of branches LPee tHUNKS cearobi 1y coavall-
ins were olive-brown 3 with olive- vings and tail.
wru“whq;ts were olive-buff, nearly whi cbe chin a0 -thfW cl}ov»on
breast and abdom They were > sonmyza bairdi
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As I sat there I thought I heard a Guinea Fowl calling but was not sure. In
shrubbery along the edge of the clearing I saw two birds that from a distance
.d me of the Brown Thrasher of the States. They were olive-brown above with
and throat white, belly reddish-orange and the tips of the tail feathers
They moved nervously about, darting into the bushes or running quickly on
oround. 1 determined them to be Collared Thrushes (Garrulax albogularis).

the

Ye had decided to spend the éay at the Alakai Swamp, driving to the end of the

road and hiking the rest of the way along a narrow jungle trail, Leaving the car at
the end we hiked along, chSQing a stream and continued on up a valley. I was gener-
ally well ahead as the others stopped to collect insects. Hill robins were singing
boisterously from the WDOdu As I rounded a turn in the trail I came upon four birds
taking a dust bath in a dried-up mud puddle in the path. From a distance they looked
like od Thrushes without the black spots on t eir breasts. Closer observation
through glasses showed them te be dull brown with gray breasts. Two of them had

faint brown spots on their light brown bodies. They were apparently young birds. As
I stepped into the open they flew into the shrubbery. They were the Kauai Thrush
(PLaeurnl. obscura myadestina), A half mile farther on I came to a rather dense
crove bordering bobth sides of the path. I paused to watch a beautiful Iiwi
> the red blossoms. I heard a gtrange rattling sound. It came from the
and sounded like someone c¢rinkling very stiff paper, or to me like a
ing among loose birch bark. I stepped quietly into the trees and
”v wd the qOQﬂd. I saw two dsrk birds with a slightly curved bill
¢t apart (sic). One seamed to have a white throat.
aiong a branch wiul their tails erect over their backs like
trunk while and vigor-

they searched the loose bark noisily
Closer cbservation "how d they had black heads streaked longi-

2 Wren's on clingil
gucly Lor incecus,

tudinally with white, giving a striped appearance. Upper surface or back slaty-brown,
rump reddish-brown, wings and pointed tail black. Throat black, each feather barred
witk white, breast black ! with white, belly brown, bill and feet black, eye
vellow, tibia rich golden yellow. The throat of the female showed more white streak-
ing than the male. These were the birds that I had hoped to see more than any other
Kauai bird, the Kauai Oo (Acrulocercus braccatus). I did not hear them call or at

least I did not recognize their call, but their quick action and enthusiastiec rest-
lessness intrigued me. They would hop rapidly along a branch swinging their tail

feet. Some-
a prop like
They ran
the low trees

over their back, or drop to the underside, hanging on with their strong
times they would cling to the trunk in this manner, using their tail as
a woodpecker. ater I saw two more of them on the road near our cabin.

rapidly down the road a few feet, jumped up into the bushes, moved into

and finally flew into the low trees.

By eleven ¢'eloek it had Gturted to rain making the forest very wet. At eleven-
thirty we decided to start back as it was too wet to collect insects. Back at the
cabin we changed our wet clot} es and decided to go back and work along the stream-
bed we had crossed. It was still c]oudv but had stopped raining. Along this stream
I saw many birds. Once I thought I heard a peacock scream but was not positive.
Several times [ heard a beautiful song from different spots around the cabin but

colld not cee the sinsor, Hhe nosd
edge of the clearing. Looking up I
L6710l 8 oeauois brec,
insect, aiter the manner
w0 tus pereh,.. This perfeornance was
from its perch Tluttering its wings
perch to the underbrush, bursting into a
Thrush L bhad seen bhe day before.

morning
saw the

I heard the same song as I sat at the
ginger perched on a dead branch in the

Suddenly it darted out into the open, apparently after an

of the flyecatehers,
repested scveral times,
a5 4t did =0,
autiful song

into song as it cirecled back

Sometimes it would sing
Finally it flew from its hillside
as it flew. It was my Kauai

bursting
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Jungle fowl were called vociferously. Back in the forests a Guinea fowl cackled.
Kauai Crecpers, Anianiaus, Elepaios and Apapanes were numerous in the Koa and Lehua

\.

to hike down to a fork in the road aboub half a mile away, to try and
e stand of Scarlet Passion Flower (Passiflora coccinia) I had seen

before. Along the road I saw collared thrushes again. A trio of

down the road, then flew into the distant forest. Before I reached my

ion it had started an intermittent drizzling. I set up my camera, hoping
the rain would stop. A small stream ran through the low ground here. PT“DCUSS
h fusion, as did Red Passion flower and the climbing Pink

Passiflora Mollissima) with large pink pendant flowers and
red like ¢ cucwro T Nasturulums and Tritonia grew in numbers
> I moved back under the shrubbery to
bird with a long brownish tail and wings
gitting gquiet for a moment then began
movement. In a moment it was joined
little attention to me., I thought
: g definite crossing of the tips of
lower mandibie turn1 to one side, Bulb the seecond
rogsed They were joined by three more all with the
Ag ,buy worked aiong the branches they would
gounded much like that of the Pine diskin of
green with the top of the head yellow. Under
of the eye, They were Kaual {Lox

‘hc princess 7,

for ins =

my camera and started back to the
ided to return to Lihue ﬂt ones =0
our hag“ and started down the canyon road. \s we passed
Canyon, the clouds were actually below us in
back to shoreline road near Kekaha
en than the windward side. Barren sandy soi

This

with pea vines and algaroba trees and kiawe trees. As
we drove not group of birds that from a distance looked like
yolne chickens > just beyond some kiawe trees. We stopped the car and 1
studied hr birds that were about thirty yards away through the glasses. 1 saw Hwy

il {lophortyx californica vallicola e They acks, a distinc-

hJuCL tap kno t, black face and throat, border with white etnut crown and
ey became uneasy as 1 stepped from the car and ran swiftly into
3 D

» _h the pineapple fields near Kalaheo, we saw an owl perched

7ving back and forth. We noticed another owl flying low over

certain spot, finally alighting. I went over to the spot,

I was still .everdl feet away. I am sure they were nesting
3

=
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e concluded
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'E (MRS. D'ARCY)NORTHWOOD WRITES: "...We went to the Audubon camp in Maine. It
great fun - up to 55 enroliment in one group. The usual staff was there; the

Buceneisters (010 o-Preosident of the National Audubon Society), the Cruickshanks, the
Cadburys, and from time to time Mr. Baker, Wayne Short, or some other New York nota-
hies would appear.

September D'Arcy took on the Secretary-Treasurer's work for the
oociety and started off at Cape May Point for two months. The
ornitholoaist's heaven - it has alJ kinds of birds in spectacular

0 be uOTLhJLut That's 2 long story, but it reminded
1d! where all the goings and comings de-
It, according to local inhabitants,
and other things too numerous to mention,
1y, thank fortune!) it blew
right over the little
oo, ij luding the
November 1.
which to live.
Arcy goes in to

LL.[X“ th A QUOPJ‘.‘&

& I ; : cHee Of & duorgn
had to be held over until Januery 40. Liem 3 are g;ﬁ mgke a particular effort
to attend that mecting.,

Wailuku Community Center elccted the

yres idens | Mrs. unlob i, ng~”, vice-presi-
E. Vockr@dt, cheirman, membership

ary-treasurer, Mrs. Blanche A Pedley, shows

ii Audubon SO“lCtV in 1945; 26 subseriptions
by $160,90 which was turned over the Society
ed for research purposes. Total expenses for
ication of the Elepaio, were $104.85,

JANUARY ACTIVITIES:
Bird walk, Januasry 12th, to Kipapa trail. Meet at the Library of Hawaii at 8:%0.
Meeting, ddﬂlbrg 206k, 1in th litorium of the Library of Hawaii, at 7:80 P.M.

Walter D ghit talk on birds of the South Pacifiec, drawing upon his observa-

iring the war.

1)
tions made



